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PRE RA Cm, 


Tun following pages arg a condensation of the most inte- 
resting portions of Vather Ripe’s  Listary of the Chinese 
College,’ published at Naples in 1802, in Chree volumes 
octavo. For any amusenient or instruction that the rendar 
may derive from their perusal, he will be indebted to Sir 


‘Woodbine Parish. But for him, Mather Ripa’s work, like , 


those of several other modern Italfan historians, of fur 
greater merit, would nover, perhaps, have been known in 
this country, Nir Woodbine Parish had himsel!’ intended 
Yo publish it in Mnglish, connected with the map of Peking, 
which he obtained at the Chinese College at Naples. 
Qther more important avocations having prevented him 
from oxcenting his intention, the task has fallen to the share 


+ + bal 
of the actual (ranslator, The original tide ha8 pot. been 


retained, because the present abridgment is more intended 
to give the passages relating to China, than those con- 
corning the institution to which tho Ltalian work is espe- 
clally devoted. woe 

le may perhaps not be uninteresting to the Mnglish 
reador to know that it was from Father Ripe's fommdation 
that Lord Macartney obtained two interpreters for his 


embassy. 


THIS BOOK BELONGS TO THE 
IN DIA BOARD LEBRARY. 


and itis requested to be returned 


~when done with 
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FATHER RIPA'S 


RESIDENCE AR TT COURT OF PEKING: 


CIIADTER i 


Early Life—An Impressive Sermon—Duty of « Confessor—Resolution to 
enter the Chuveh- Mysterious Vision Order to proceed to Chinn — 
Departure for Rome—Sojouin in the Peolesingtical College. 


In tho year 1700, as I was strolling sne day about the streets of 
Naples in search of amusement, I came to the open space before 
the Vieoregal Palace just at the momont when a Franciscan friar, 
mounted ona bench, began to addvess tho people, T was only 
eighteen; but though so young, [ wes chen Tending « life which 
T could seaveoly desoribe without shocking thy reador. Amid 
all my yieos, however, it was fortunate for mo that T alwaya 
Jistoned with pleasure to religions cliseourses, not indeed with a 
viow to dovive any proflt or instruction from them, but merely ~ 
out of ouriosity. Che preacher (gok for his text these words of 
tho prophet Amos, “Tor three tranygressions of Damasens, and 
for fonr, I will not tarn away the punishmont thereof;” and he 
proved that {hero were a certain number of sins Which God 
would forgive, but (int beyond that mmiborthes fs no salvation 
for any one, Trom the proofs ho passed to the morality of the 
dostring, and here he brought in (ho beautiful illustration of the 
aeales, which, when equally balanced, the smallest addition will 
wolgh down. “'Thus,” saitl tho worthy fathor, ‘if when our 
sina ave equal to our counterpoixe we commit one moro offence, 
the bean on which our lot ia weighed will turn and fix owe 
eternal perdition; and as we do not know when our scales are 
balanced, if we (ransgress at the risk of such a punishment, we 


deserve condenination,” 
By 
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This was not to mo a mere figurative illustration, ‘if'was a 
gleam of heavenly light by which I peresived the dangerous 
path Tywas treading ; and Hethought T suv God" himself me- 
nacihg me from abow, while below tho torments of holl Jay 
ready to receive me, On recovering from tho horror I felt at 
the.sight of the danger to which I had so Jong thoughtlessly ex~ 
posed myself, I ardently thanked the Almighty for thus recalling 
me to Ilimself, and full of repentance, I fesolved to devole the 
remainder of my life entirely to his sérvice. When the Fran« 
ciscan had finished his impressive sermon, to strongthen my 
purpose I proceeded at ones to the church of tho great apostle 
of India, St. Francis Xavier, which was close by; and thero, 
having found « Jesuit, who, by tho will of God, was preaching 
on the same subject in the presence of the ITost, T had tho most 
favourable opportunity of fulfilling my object, 

At dusk I returned home, and as I began to consider how I 
might best serve God, I folt inspired with a desire not only to 
enter the Church, but to do something more than this, though 
in spite of unceasing meditations I was unable to discover what, 
I thought of entering several religious orders, but uone came 
up to my aspirations, I imagined that I should find peaco tu 
the performance of the duties of a secular priests; but this did 
not satisfy the cravings of my heart: as one who is hungry, after 

_ eating a moderate portion of delicate food, still longs for some- 
thing more. This something more was, however, exactly what 
L could not discover; but by, degrees I conceived a strong wish 
to found a new community of regular priests, although I was fis 
from comprehending the chayactor of such an institution. T 
said nothing of this to any confessor, because I was so tenoraut 
in religious maxteispshat T did not know that evon in the path 
of virtue it is necessary to have a guide, In this alate of igno- 
yance I lived for eight months, now confessing’ to one priost 
and now to another, without over meeting with any ono who 
took any pains to direct my way, Atfault, by tho bye, for which 
those confessois who merely listen to sinners without endeavour+ 
ing to point out to thom the vocation for which they are Atted, 
will have to account to God, Iortunately, howover, [ mado 
the acquaintances of Don Niccolo Vinaccia, who recommenda 
_me to read the Filoiea of St. Frangois de Sales, by which 1 per- 
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eoived the necessity of having a spiritual guide s aud on the 10th 
of May#170J, at the suggestion of Von Niccolo, L confessed for 
the first time to Father Antonio Torres, of the Ordo} of the 
Pious Labourers, to whom T avowed thy desire to dulor the 
Chuich, and implored his advice. ‘This bonovolent man, ax was 
his custom, had hekt me clasped in bis arwe; but on hearing my 
prayer, he suddenly drow baek, opening hie nvns, aud fixed his 
eyes on «mo for sonio ting without nlerng a word. ‘Then em- 
bracing me again with* transport, but withgut asking any ques. 
tion, as confessors aro wont to do in order to ascertain the 
voontion of their penitents, he exclaimed, Yes, my sons dake 
holy orders, and henceforward I will be your father iu God ;” 
and happy has it been for me that he has heen my spiritual 
director ever since. F 

‘With the approbation of this holy fatl{pr, T ontered tho Church 
on the 26th of the same month; and having been enrolled in the 
congregation of the Ioly Mary of Purity, I began tho duties of 
active lif, doing my best to prgmote the salvation of those 
around me, But I felt all the timo that 1 was called to sone. 
thing clso, and my desire to institute 2 new religions community 
became morg and moro strong. ‘To the glory of God, for it is 
our duty to acknowledge his wondorfal works, | must relate 
what then befell me with roference to this institution. 

‘In consequence of indisposition, 1 was oblized to go with ane 
other young priest, who was very fll, to the Montagnoln for 
change of air, We remained ghore about six months, My 
companion was an excellent young man, and as I devoted some 
attention to my spiritual improvement, J may vopture to sy 
that, thanks to his good exapiple, my time was aly apont, 
One day, ts my friend was at prayers di his*PeMM, and T in mine, 
T was seized with on ardent desire to’ retire ta somo place where 
L might nequiro the knowledge necessary fo an covteatnatio, 
when all at onco a clear and audible voice thrilled through my 
soul, suying, to Romo,” * 

Twas struck with awe; and whilat, absorbed in thought, 1 
wondored nt the mysterious sound, a mofley multitude of things 
floated before my mind, not in corporeal or spiritual furs, but 
in a purely intollectualymannor which [ enmot doseribe, Lt 


_Was then impressed upon my mind that tho institution 1 was so 
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anxious to establish was to consist of secular priests, wholly re- 
moved from worldly cares, and exclusively devoigl to prayer, 
study, ‘nd preaching; and thet in order that nothing might 
divert them from thesd pursuits, another class of ecclesiastics, 
like the Pious Labourers, should minister to their temporal 
wants, That, as to cress, those of the first class should wear a 
habit different from that of any other religious communily; with 
no hood or cap on their head, but avith some other covering 5 
not with shoes orssandals, but shod in another fashion. This 
vision was short, but it made such an impression on my mind, 
that although it took place more than thirty years ago, T 10+ 
member it as distinctly as if it had happened but yesterday. 

On the completion of my twenty-third year, by tho express 
command of Father Torres, I repaired to Salerno to be ordained. 
The day before my doghrture, when I went to take Jeave of him, 
he bade me on my return begin my novitiate as Pious Labourer ; 
and although I answered Phat I felt no inelination to such a 
yoeation, he insisted on my obeying him unreservedly. T there- 
fore conformed to his will; but whilst, as I journeyed on, my 
mind dwelt on my being thus obliged to become a Pious Ta- 
bourer, though I had the greatest veneration for that religious 
order, I felt so sad and depressed, that I could searecly walk, 
Tfowever, being determined to obey Father ‘Torres, 1 waited 
upon him as soon as I camo back to Naples, and requested an 
order of udmission to my novitiate. IIe had returned from 
Rome only the day before, and was surrounded by a number of 
his penitents. ‘The moment he saw mo, he said, “ Good morning 
to you, goad man; prepare fo» China,” 

I was surprised, and wondered what he could mean; for T had 
nover heard anf"Wixg about China, Perceiving this, Mathor 
Tovres added, that China was a nation of idolators, wha, from 
wat of labourers in tho Gospel, lived in the darknosa of 
héathenism ; that Clement XT., the reigning Popo, with view 
to remedy this ovil, had yecently attached to the Propaganda a 
college for tho instruction of European eeclestastics in the 
Chinese language, that they might carry the light of the Holy 
Gospel to those benighted heathens, and that accordingly iis 
Toliness had commanded him to send some of his penitents to 
Rome for that purpose, 
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Ag Fither Corres spake these words, the mist which fled my 
mind vanished, and I now, greatly to my woudor, poreoived that 
this was the very service to which God had called mo. 2 When 
we wore left alone, I asked him whother@he had spokeit in jest 
or in earnest, as in tho latter case J would go to China willingly, 
‘Whether you will or not, to Chinn you shell yo,” he replied, 

« Tow thon can I pass my novitiute with you, if Tam to enler 
the college at Rome in order to go to China ?” suid L 

At first ho did not unddystand ane, for ho had forgotton Ut 
he hat ordered mo to become a Pious Labourers but after 1 
had reminded him of this, he answered, “ Pious Labomer ! 
Pious Labourer) God has destined you for the Chinese mission.” 

This made mo perfectly hafpy ; and I walked home so eles 
yated in spirit, that [ scarcely felt the ground 1 fad on. 

On the 26th of Novembor, 1705, T fet out for Rome with 
Don Gennaro Amodei, a Calabrian pridtt, who also had heen 
proposed by Father Torres for tho Clyinese mission, We reached! 
our destination on the 80th, aud were kindly reovived by our 
superiors, and by the Pope, to whom they presented ux, Our 
apartments in tho ‘Propaganda not being yet ready, we took up 
our quarters at an inn; but as it is not devorows for ecclesinstion 
to dwell in places of this description, aud moreover, ag we had 
no money (8 pay tho landlord, we resolved to seck refuge in die 
Ecclesiastical College, erected by Innocent XIT, for the pur 
pose of rescuing hotseless pricsts from the dangers of lodging 
houses, We still hawover hagl lo pay about éwonly whilliugs a 
month for our board and Jodgifg; and as wo had nothing: tox 
wards making up this sum but the five penco a-day we got for 
the masa, T wos obliged, with great shame aud reluettned, to ask 
alma in ordor to provide the vorfininder, —, creme 

That I might vedueo my oxpenses as much aa possible, T 
monded my own clothes, washed my only sbivt at night, ont 
even slept on a mets owing Lo which T lave boon dreadfully 
tormented with rhoumatism,yevor sines, Tn this distress wa po 
tittoned his holiness for some assistance, ant he allowed us ton 
shillings a month, which was just enough to meet our wants 
Being aware how important it is to Jead n methodical life, during 
our stay in tho Teclesiastical College we apportioned diferent 
hours of the day for study, prayer, and all other ocanpations ; 


a 
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and in the evening, after a rigid self-examination, wo confesset 
to one another, Don Amodei knecling before me, acausing hime 
self of his faults and temptations, and kissing my “fests and T 
afterwarils going throwgh the same holy duty with him. Don 
Amodei was a most excellent and pious young man, gifted with 
every virtue, and distipguished by a purity of mind which he 
guarded with the greatest solicitude ; but unfortunately ho somo+ 
times allowed his religious zeal to carry him too fur, insisting, in 
spite of his very delicate constitutions in living on bread and 
water, and subjecting himself to all sorts of mortifications, 
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CHAPTER IT, 


Pilgrimiiga to Loreto—Roman Police—Inhospitahle Monka—St. Chinn's 
Heart—Roturn to Rome--Misston tp Capradosso ~Vendetta—Hxtracre 
dinary Reconciliation, 


Oyn day about this time, as wo were praying before tho Tost, 
beseeching God to grant that our’epartments in the Propaganda 
might soon bo ready, we wore Voth inspired with a forvent desire 
to go on a pilgrimage to Loreto, for the purposo of imploring 
the favour of the Holy Virgin. After abtaining the permission 
of our superfors, and the benediction gf tho Pope, we sot out 
on our journey, " 

The first day of our pilgrimage, as wo approached Castel 
Gandolfo singing cunticles, at which Don Amoalel was very ox- 
pert, a gentleman on horseback overlook us, and being edified 
at our behaviour, pressed us to make uso of his horse, On our 
resolutely declining the offer, le insisted that we should at Ivast 
stop at hig house, Wo did so, and he gave us a sumptuous 
supper and comfortable accommodation. 

‘We wero not so fortunate the next ovening at Civitan Castel. 
Jana, in the hospital destined for pilgrims, where we could 
obtain no supper, and had Co sledp on a prillasse, without sheets 
or blankets, 

At auother place on tho rond; of which T have figotton the 
name, we entered a shop to buy some food, aadavhilst wo waltotl 
to bo server, we snw aman cautiously open a closet, and place 
two pistols in ft, unobserved by the master, Shortly afterwards 
somo constables enme in, wont straight to the elosel, took ont 
tho pistols, and arrested tha checsomonger on the protenco of his 
keeping prohibited arms, ‘Cho poor follow repeatedly protested 
hia imioceneo, but to no purpose. hoy handenfled lim, and 
took him to prison. TJaving witnessed the transaction, wo Imme- 
diately offered, in the presence of tho constables, to give ovi- 
dence in bohalf of the prisoner, but thoy took no heed of what 
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wo said. Our words, howover, had moro weight with thd prelate 
who governed the place, and the injured man was roleased, 
whereupon he came, with all his family, to thank us'for having, 
by the ‘interposition of God, saved him from such imminent 
danger. 

At the beginning of our pilgrimage we walked about twenty 
miles a-day; but as Don Amodei grew wenker and weaker, and 
was in a state of constant fever, we spent forty days in a journey 
which otherwise might have been confploted in less than a fort» 
night. Besides his‘baggnge and my own, I was often obliged lo 
support him, hanging by my neck, for considerable distances, 
especially up-hill, At Inst he beeame so faint, that in a wood 
near Rieti he dropped to the gfound, saying: that he could no 
longer continue his journey, although wo were on leyel ground, 
and only two miles from a place of rest. My distress may bo 
easily conceived, and Iwas under the necossity of leaving him 
alone whilst I went for agsistanee. Not far from the spot T 
found a cottage, but the moment I knocked at the door 1 was 
surrounded by dogs, who growled and barked at me with great 
fury; and a peasant who was close by, taking mo for a thief, 
also assailed me with stones and abuse, I had the gronteat ati. 
culty in persuading him that I was no thiof, but a priest who 
came to implore his aid in behalf of a dying man, At last 1 
succeetled, and he came with a donkey to convey my friend to a 
convent, on arriving at the gate of which we had to ring tha 
bell for half an hour before any one appeared, A monk then 
came out in a rage, and exclaihhing, “ Oh! it is you, is it, who 
have been ringing so much?” ho banged tho door in our fio, 

We werg thunderstruck at such treatmont; and whilo con- 
sulting what we shesld do, the Wretch of a monk again openod 
the door, giving ua, in an unglazed plate, a few drops of vinegar, 
with two pieces of bread, so black that I had never secon the 
like. On my saying that wo wore provided with victnala, but 
implored shelter, he interrupted ma with saying, * You nay 

“take it, if you plense;” and again slamming the door in our 
faces, he disappeared. 

‘We then went into the church of the convent to recommend 
ourselves to God, and await in prayer some effect of his divine 
providence, Fortunately some very humaue and dovout Indios 
A 
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canie sin; whd, seeing the exhausted alate of my companion, 
began “to talk with ua, expressing deep compassion, and askeil 
why we did ot go into the convent for refreshment and vopose, 
Whilst I answered their questions, thereappenred in the prea. 
bytery a friar with a candlo in his hand, whom those Indies 
pointed out fo us as the Father Guardian of the convent, IT im- 
mediately went up to him, and begged hi to grant us shelter 
for the night; but tho moment he porceived ma he ran away, aa 
though T’had been the Fwh One, without paying tho least ation- 
tion to my words, Shortly afterwards, howeter, the samo monk 
who had treated us so roughly at the door enmo to take us to 
cell on the gromd-iloor, where he gavo usa miserable suppor. 
On our telling him that wo ltd some food in our wallet, and 
that we only wanted a light by which to read ow prayers, he 
reprimanded us severely for our supposog neglect in having de- 
layed the performance of ony duty to Got until it was so late. 

We had not yet recovered fromgour mortification whon it 
pleased God to comfort us by sending to our cell a pago and a 
servant from the Indies who had spoken to ua, bringingy with 
them an excellent supper, Immediately after our menl [ wont 
to thank our benefhetresses for thoir charity; and I found then 
under the porch of the church, seated at a sumptuous table, 
making good cheor with the fithey guardian and some other 
friars of his order, Tho next morning before our departure, we 
were desirous of expressing our gratiinda to his reverence for 
the hospitality he had granted us, but although wo searched 
about the convont for a long time, we could not find either him 
or any of his friars, 

After suffering many hardship’, which I will notestop to do« 
tail, we at last arrived at Loreto, whore Waexisiied tho Loly 
House and various ofher sanctuaries, Among theso, that af 
Montefaleo deserves partioular notice ; for it contains the corpse 
of St, Chiara in such o state of preservation that her hands and 
face ave as fresh and ruddy ga though sho were alive. We adored 
her heart, which was ent open, and in which, with great aato~ 
nishment, we observed, in basrolief, the implements of the 
passion of our Lord, aud our Lord himself on tho cross, I must 
not omit to any, that whilst I lay under a roek, awaiting my tum 
for reading musa in the chapel where St. Francis of Asalel ro 
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ceived from God tho remission of his sins, a largé serpent fell 
from above close to my face, but immediatelf ernwled’ away 
without, doing me any harm, ‘ 

On our return to Reyne, after a pilgrimage of forty days, Don 
Amodei, being more dead than alive, went into the inflrmary of 
the Eeclesiastical College; and after a sevore illness, the phyai« 
ciang sent him to Napfes to recover his health. 

Being left alone in Rome, I applied mysolf assiduously to the 
study of moral theology ; and ag Lent, iftor passing the examina 
tion required, I whs sent to preach at Capradosso, Among 
various edifying cases which I witnessed in tho course of my 
mission, the following shows how God, in his inoffable goodness, 
was pleased, by means of my fouthful ardour, to compose a 
deadly feud which distracted a whole family :— 

An old man of that place, with six of his sons, had for sovoral 
years sought the life offa relative who had murdered his seventh 
son, Neither the exhortajions of several ecclesiastics nor the 
authority of Cardinal Barberini and other distinguished per~ 
sonages who had interposed, had been auficient to reconcile 
them. The unfortunate murderer wandered day and night about 
the mountains and forests to escape from his pursuers, Various 
persons informed me of this cireumstance, and solicited mo to do 
my utmost to pacify tho family. ‘Tho fugitive himeolf, accom 
panied by several of his frionds, all in arms, came down from 
the mountains under cover of the night, to entreat mo to the 
same effect, 

I waited till Easter, when know that his uncle and cousins 
would come to confession. ‘The latter did, ono after tho other, 
come to my*feet, and I exhortéd them to peace, ‘hoy all ro- 
plied that they baxeng hatred in*thoir hearts to tho assassin, and 
that they were ready to forgive him, if the permission of thelr 
father, in whose power they were, could be obtained, Lust of 
all; the father came to confession; and aftor T had admonished 
him at great length, he told mo thgt ho did not entertain any 
resentment against his nephew, but that he wished justico to take 
its course. Iat once understood his object in this subterfuge, 
and therefore commanded him to repeat the Lord's Prayer, which 
he did, not suspecting my intentions, When ho came to the 
words, “ And forgivo us our trespasses as we forgive them that 


omar. 1,8 AT THE COURT OF PEKING. n 





tvegpass ‘against us,” I desired lim to oxplain their force ant 
meaning; wherelpon, by tho Divine grace, he hurst into a floadl 
of tears, Having rocovored his composure, le promjsul lo 
pardon and embrace his nephew, for the lowe of Jesua Christ, Ue 
first timo he should meot him, As, howevor, 7 feared that. his 
resolution might be a transient ebyllitton rather than a holy 
purpose, I sent secretly to the fugitive nephew, direating him to 
conceal himself in the bolfry on a cortatn evening, when J ine 
tended to preach upon thé subjecs of Jove to our cnomiey, and if 
in the course of the sormon T should enll hint, fearlessly to come 
forward, accompanied by tho rector aut his other friends, 

By the divine assistance, my efforts were crowned with (he 
happiest results, At about dust, when T had finished my sermon 
upon Jove to our cnomics, al which all the' injured fimily were 
present, I intimated that the women might go home in peace, 
and that the men only should remain 8 do penance, ] then 
caused the door of the church to ba locked, and in a short dis- 
course I exhorted thom to self-castigation, After this, the 
crucifix, as I had proviously arranged, was brought out of the 
sacristy, and borne between two lighted torches. At tho sanio 
time I repeated tho most cogent arguments whieh T had used in 
my sermon, and urged the congregation to put in practica what 
they had heard, pardoning each other, and embracing in sign of 
peace. Many who had been at variance then camo and embraced 
each other at my fect, Suoh was tho emotion and the fervour 
of the congregation that they wore all in tears, Vereeiving 
among thom tho unelo of the asafsin, 1 culled him by name, mut 
ho immediately came aud throw himsolf at my fot, J asked him 
in the presence of all whethor he really forgave his Aepliow, andl 
ho replied in a dolibovate toto Ubat ho lise L inquired It he 
promised this in the namo of Jesus Christ, whose image he thon 
held in his hand; and he answered in the attmative, T mado 
him repeat this soveral Umes ina loud voice. ‘Then T blessed 
him, his family, and all his concerns, in tho name of aut Lord, 
for the groat satisfaction he gave to God, and to all the eowt 
of Ifeaven, by granting pavdon, for the love of Christ, to tho 
man by whom he had been injured; and finally T asked him, if 
at that momont his culpable nephow wore on his knecs to ak 
*forgivoness, for the lova of Christ, how ho would act? Ye re 





plied that he would ‘gladly take him to his heart. "I Ulon made 
the signal agreed upon, and the olunder was donducted hy tho 
rector jnto my presence, As soon as ho was soon appronching, 
the sobbing of the peaple increased. ‘The old man was greutly 
surprised at this, for he stood with his back to the entrance, and 
did not see his nephow, who, howevor, the next moment foll at 
his fect, craving parddh, for tho loys of Christ. AL first the old 
man stool matiouless, struck with auprive, Ile seemed box 
wildered by the extraordinary scone, “aad knew not wht to do, 
I endeavoured to elim him; and, with the erueiiix in my hand, 
T reiterated my arguments to induce him to forgiveness, till, 
urged by the grace that was working in him, he suddenly ens 
braced his nephew, kissed and pardoned him, and pove hin his 
benediction, His examplo was instantly followed by his sons, 
who, one after the otlr, sobbing and weeping, embraced thete 
cousin, while all the dongregation, bathed in tears, blessed aud 
praised God. 
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CITAPTER IIT. 


Departure for Chinn—Tho Pope's farewell Gifts—Scone at Rologua—Awfal 
Visitation at Brixen—Detention at Qologne—Disguise—Arrival in Lon 
don-—English Women—Dinwing Lots for n Sainte. 


Suonriy after my return to Romo tho rector of tha Neclesins- 
tical Colloge lied, and I was appointed to sueceed him. A few 
months after I had entered upon my now office tho Popo received 
tho joyful intelligence that M. de Tournon, whom he had sont to 
China as apostolical commnissionor, had béen graciously welcomed 
by the Emperar; upon which his Tfoline$s resolved to send hin 
the cardinal’s hat by some missionarias. Jo therefore appointed 
Dr. Fanari, who was the parish-priest of San Giovanni de Vio- 
rentini, in Romo; Father Fabri Bonjour, an Augustine friar of 
Toulouse; Father Ceru, of the Chiorici Minoxi of Lucca; Tathor 
Perrone, of the Order of tho Mothor of God; my humble self, 
then a secular priest from Evoll, in fhe diocesis of Salerno; and 
a gentleman of tho name of Guarmani, who was to accompany 
us AS A sUTgeON, 

Don Amodel, who was also a secular priest, was not included 
in the list, in consequence of his belng absent and in il] health ; 
but the moment I informed him of this, he sent to Cardinal 
Sacripaute, the president of the Propaganda, a letter written with 
moro tems than ink, and so cloguently expressed thatthe Pope 
who, as woll ns tho Cardinal, was greatly nzoved by it-tmmno- 
diately directed him to join us, Upon his arrival, we wore all 
admitted to kiss the Pope's foot antl to receive his patornal bong. 
diction, After having solemnly exhorted us zealously to fulfil 
our divine mission, his TToliness gave to each of us a stiver medal, 
with the indulgence i articulo mortis. Io granted us also the 
fuoulty of gaining plenary indulgence every month; the favour 
of a privileged altar onco a-week 5 the right of blessing five thou. 
sand medals, crucifixes, or rosarjes, with the usual indulgences ; 

_ the privilege of confessing to one another during our voyage 
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the power of giving plenary indulgences zz articulo morsis, not 
attached to a crucifix, which might be lost, bué to owr own por. 
sons; and, lastly, the authority of deciding by majority of votes 
all questions and doWbts that might ariso during our journey. 
The cardinal’s hat and the instructions of the secrotary of state 
were intrusted to Dr, Funari, with the injunction, that in tho 
event of his being prevented from fulfilling his mission, thoy 
should be confided to the next senior memlser of the mission. 

On the 18th of October werset out fer London, in the hope of 
obtaining our passage in one of the East India Company’s ships. 
At Bologna we went to the residence of a personage of great 
distination, and presented to him some letters of introduction 
written in the name of his [oliness by the secretary of state: 
this individual, after reading the letters, asked, with ill-dissem- 
bled reluctance, what? sort of assistance wo wanted; and Dy, 
Funari gave him to understand that some alms to defiay the 
expenses of our mission rvould be gratefully received, At tho 
mere word alms he flew into a passion, and, ina manner not at 
all becoming his station, loaded us with abuse, and drove us out 
of the room as if we were impostors, TI firmly remonstrated 
against this treatment, asserted our respcetability, and assured 
him that we had only followed our instructions, as he must have 
perceived by the letters; and that we should immediately report 
to our superions the treatment wo had received. We had scarcely 
returned to our inn before he sent us twenty sequins (about seven 
pounds), with a message that he was fully satisfied as to our ro- 
spectability, and that we need not write to Rome, 

From Bologna we went, throngh Mantua, to the famous city 
of Trent, Where I heard for tho first time tha sound of tha Gar 
man language. Axlvancing father, across the lofly motutaing 
of the Tyrol, we cqme to Egra, a small town in whiol they uso 
glass windows which do not open, and live in vooma lined with 
boards and warmed with stoves. Tho next day we arrived at 
Bolzano, where they bury their dead ontside the church, in the 
open air, fixing at the head of the grave a wooden cross, on 
which hangs a vessel of holy water. Two daya after this wo 
reached Brixen : here, whilst colebrating mass in the church of the 
Capuchins, Dr, Funari was seized with a fit of apoplexy, antl, to 
the great consternation and grief of ns all, fell flat to the ground, 
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In conséquence of this awful visitation he was obliged to return 
to Ttaly, leaving’ the cardinal’s hat and tho accompanying papers 
iu the care of Fathor Fatni Bonjour, 

On the 15th of November we arrivec?at Inspruck, a emall 
but beautiful town, containing, among other curious things, somo 
bronze tombs, which aro very remarkable. We then proceeded 
to Metvolt, and thence to Augsburg, which we reached on the 
19th, and whore for the fizst. timo in my Tife T saw a priestess, or 
Wife of ono of their Protestant mtnista.s. ‘Tpo next morning wo 
started for Frankfort, whoro we arrived in safety, after xevon 
days’ journey. ‘The houses which wo saw on the road mo built 
without foundations, the lowey part-of the walls consisting: of 
stones tnd mortar, while the romainder of the building is a com. 
pound of mud and straw, held together by beams with small 
pieces of wootl woven between them. ‘fho church steeples are 
built in the shape of vornd pyramids with very shup taper 
poltits, the lower part being in biickeor stone work, the upper in 


wood, 
From Frankfort we went by water lo Cologne; and here we 


reecived letters from the seorctary of stato, informing ua thal, 
as tho ship which was about to leave London for China conld 
not take us all on board, his holiness commanded Amadei and 
me to go back to Rome, But as wo heard at tho sani time Chat 
this alleged defleiency of accommodation was a pretenee, ind 
that, in realily, our reeall had been cansed by the calumnious 
reports of one of our companions, wo determined to vindiente 
our conduel, and await at Coldgno for further orders, It ig 
imposstble to conceive how miserable 7 fell on boing thus ex. 
cluded from the mission whieh 1 Nad joined with suelfardent joy. 
My nights were porfeatly sleopltss ; dining the day I did nothing 
hut weep, and was often obliged, whilst dining with my fiends, 
to quit tho table aud relive to my room to give vent tomy grtet. 
Fortunately, Dy, Funari, whom divine providenee, in ite ine 
sorutable designs, had separated from us so unexpectedly, wrived 
at Rome most opportunely, aud defender! ow: cause, 

Having, in consequence of his representations, reeetved pur. 
mission to continue our journey, wo disguised ourselves ag lay. 
men, and on the 23rd of December left Cologne for the Hague. 
Tere we found our compantous, who, having been diseoyered to 
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the power of giving plenary indulgences in articulo montis, not 
attached to a crucifix, which might be lost, bué to our own por- 
sons; and, lastly, the anthority of deciding by majority of votes 
all questions and dovsts that might arise during our joumney. 
The cardinal’s hat and the instructions of the secretary of state 
were intrusted to Dr, Funari, with the injunction, that in the 
event of his being prevented from fulfilling his mission, thoy 
should be confided to the next senior member of the mission. , 
On the 18th of October werset out fer London, in the hope of 
obtaining our passage in one of the East India Company’s ships. 
At Bologna we went to the residence of a personage of great 
distinction, and presented to him some letters of introduction 
written in the name of his ITofiness by tha secretary of state: 
this individual, after yveading the letters, asked, with ill-dissem- 
pled reluctance, what? sort of assistance we wanted; aud Dr, 
Funari gave him to understand that some alms ta defray the 
expenses of our mission *vould be gratefully received. At tho 
mere word alms he flew into a passion, and, in a manner not at 
all becoming his station, loaded us with abuso, and dreva us out 
of the room as if we were impostors, I firmly remonstraicd 
against this treatment, asserted our respectability, and assured 
hin that we had only followed our instructions, as he must have 
percelved by the letters; and that we should immediately report 
to our superiors the treatment wo had received, We had scareoly 
returned to our iun before he sent us twenty sequins (about seven 
pounds), with a message that he was fully satisfied ag to our re~ 
spectability, and that we need not write to Rome. 
_ From Bologna we went, through Mantua, to the fhmous eity 
of Trent, Where I heard for the first time the sound of tha Cor. 
man language. Advancing farther, acyoss tho Jofiy mountaing 
of the Tyrol, we came to Tigra, a small town in which they nso 
glass windows which do not open, and Ifvo in yooma Tined with 
boards and warmed with stoves. ‘The next day wo arrived at 
Bolzano, where they bury their deod outside the chureh, in tho 
open air, fixing at the head of the grave a woaden eros, on 
which hangs a vessel of holy water. Two days after this we 
reached Brixen : here, whilst cclebrating mass in the chureh of tho 
Capuchins, Dr, Funari was seized with a fit of apoplexy, and, to 
the great consternation and grief of ns all, fell flat to the ground, 
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In conséquence of this awful visttation ho was obliged to return 
to Ttaly, leaving’ the cardinnl’s hat and the accompanying papers 
in the cava of Fathor Fabri Bonjour. * 

On the 16th of Novombor we arrived’ at Tnapruck, a small 
but beautiful town, containing, among other crrfous things, some 
bronze tombs, which are vory remarkahlo, We then praceadted 
to Metvolt, and thenco to Augsburg, which woe reached on tho 
19th, and where lor the fiyst timo in my Iife 2 saw a priestess, or 
wife of ono of their Protestant mtnisters, ‘Tho uext morning wo 
started for Frankfort, where we aniived in safety, afler seven 
days’ journey. ‘The houses which wo suw on the road are built 
without foundations, the lower part-of the walls consisting: of 
stones and mortar, while the remainder of the building is a com 
pound of mud and straw, held together by beams with small 
pieces of wood woven between them, ‘She church steeples avy 
built in the shapo of vound pyramids with very shup fapor 
points, the lower part being in brickeor slone work, the upper it 
wood, 

From Frankfort we went by wator to Cologna; and hera we 
recetved loitors from the secretary of state, informing us that, 
as the ship which was about to leave London for China could 
not tako us all on board, his holiness commanded Amodel aud 
ine to go back to Rome, But as wo heard at the san time that 
this alleged deficiency of accommodation was a pretence, aud 
that, in reality, our recall had been cansed by the calunmions 
yeports of ono of our companions, we determined to vindienta 
our conduet, and await at Coldgne for furthor orders, Tt is 
impossible to conceive how mmiseiublo I felt ou being thus ox+ 
oluded from tho mission whieh T find jolned with auelf ardent joy. 
My nights were perfectly sleepless ; during tha day I did nothing 
but weep, and was often obliged, whilst dining with my friends, 
to quit the table aud retire ta my room ta give vent to my grlef 
Vortunalely, Dr. Frnavi, whom divine providence, in its in 
sorutable designs, had separated from us so unexpectedly, arrived 
at Rome most opportunely, and defended our eansy, 

Tlaying, in consequence ofghis representations, revolved per- 
mission to continue our journey, we disguised ourselves as lay- 
men, and on the 28rd of December left Cologne for the Hague. 
Dero wo found our companious, who, having bean discovered ta 
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be missionaries, were refused passports for Tngland by the Eng- 
lish ambassador. By the assistance of the Bishép of Munster, to 
whomewe were recommended by the Pope, Father Perrone, 
Amodei, and I succdded in obtaining passports under assumed 
names; and, on the 8rd of January, 1708, we sailed from Rotter 
dam for England, Qn the 7th we arrived safely in Juondon 3 
and the next morning we hastened to wait upon Signor Cornayo, 
the Venetian ambassador, who received us with tha greatest 
kindness. Without losing aify time, we went with Father Por- 
yone and a gentleman of the embassy to solicit the East India Com- 
pany for a passage to China in one of their ships; but, as it was 
strictly prohibited to take out any ecclesiastics, tho Ambassador 
sent to inform the Company that we were going to enter the 
service of the Emperor of China—Don Amodei os a mathema- 
tivian, I as a painter, dad Father Perrone as our servant, It was 
indeed amusing to sec Father Perrone standing befove us two, 
hat in hand, showing us alé the marks of respect which servants 
are wont to pay their masters, The directors, however, being 
wary men, did not appear satisfied with this account, and said 
they could believe that Amodei and I were Jaymen, but not 
Father Perrone. His peculiar carriage and behaviour, his yes 
cast down, his hands continually in his sleeves, and other signs, 
induced them to think that ha must be an ecclesiastic, ‘Chay 
then asked the gentleman of the embassy whether Perrone was 
Jesuit, and on his answering that le was rendy to swear to the 
contrary, they granted us permission to sail in ono of their ships, 
which bore the name of Donegal, and was bound for Bengal. 

After we had thus obtained our passage, our three compax 
nions, FaBri, Cera, and Guarmani, who had joined us from 
Holland, in ltke magnor presented their petitions; but, in spite 
of the interest of tha ambnssador, they were sevoral times re~ 
jected, Meanwhile Guarmani refused to procecd, on the prow 
tence that he was ill; and tho ambassador, having aubmittod 
that permission was required for enly two more, leave wag at 
length granted. ; 

While we waited for the day on which tho Donegal was ap- 
pointed to sail, the news arrived that King James (the Pre- 
tender), brother to the reigning Queen Anne, had loft France, 
with fifteen ships of war, for the purpose of recovering the king- 
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dom of Scotland, from which his father, James the Seeond, lad 
been foreed to fly’ on account of his religion, and to seck refuge 
in France. Queen Anne immediately gave orders that nd Eng» 
lish vessel should go out of port, under h heavy penalty; and 
that all Catholics then in the capital should he put in confine. 
ment. Under these olrcumstances, the Ampassador desired us ie 
Jose no time in going on board our vessel, as wo had proviously 
obtained fhe passport, as yell a the Queen’s permission, and 
that of the Company, * 

On the 11th of February we wora hastily convoyetl | ine annel] 
boat to the Donegal, which was lying at anchor in the river 
Thames, at about twenty mileg’ distance. Tho Donegal was 
only of 180 tons burden, and the berths wore all fall, thero being 
only the number required for the oflicors of the ship, In conse- 
quence of this, I had my bed immetiatoly4 Sander the heam of the 
yadder, which, being violontly moved from side to side by the 
wheel, greatly terrified me in my sleet, But tho greatest incon- 
venience that I suffered, during’ the whole voyage, arose from 
being always exposed to the view and the insolence of the sailors, 
who were continually in this quarter of the vexscl, cating, drink~ 
ing, singing, and playing, or olse cleaning their arms, making 
cartridges, and pursuing other employments of the sumo nature, 
My bed being Inid oxactly over the powier-hin, [ almost avery 
day found it thrown into some corner, under the guns, casks, or 
cables; often soiled with beer or grog, and at times even covered. 
with vermin, some of the crew having Iain upon it. T could, 
however, have borne this and other miseries aud annoyances ine 
cident to o ship when in port, ay eyory ons should dg who bos 
resolved to undertake the life gf a misstonary ; but that which 
‘was insufferable to mo was, that close to my bed were the horths 
of threo officers, who, daring tho four months wo remained in 
the river, wera frequently visited by their wiveat those who 
know what liberties English women allow themselves, may wie 
deygtand what a poor missionary must endure in heing obliged 
to Femain day and night with such company. One of the women 
was so barefaced in her actions, tet no sooner was her Insband 
out of sight than she behaved in tho most infkmons manner, — . 

All these disorderly proceedings, however, eontinued only 


during the four months in which the ship was lying at anchor; 
te 
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for us soon as she had set sail, things were brought into such 
strict order that, comparatively, tho vessel bofe the appearance 
of a monastery. 

Wishing to make Yhoice of some tutelar saint who might be 
our protector during the voyage, we assembled together, and 
proceeded in the following manner. We agreed thaé cach of us 
should write down the name of a saint upon threo separate slips 
of paper, that these should be put, into-a box, and, the saint 
whose name should fist becdrawn three times should bo our 
patron, ‘Che first slip of paper drawn contained the namo of 
St. Joseph; the second, the same name; the third, that of St. 
Paul; the fourth, again that of St. Joseph, who was thus de 
claved our tutelar saint. Iaving thus selected our patron, wo 
resolved to observe the following order of religious duties during 
the voyage. In the Snorning, silent prayer, religious ‘reading, 
and self-examination, in private; then the recital of tho Priest’s 
Itinerary, the Litany of the Saints, a chapter out of the Mar- 
tyrology, and one out of the Smiptures, On tho aftornoon of 
every Thursday and feast-day, some spiritual reading, followed 
by our individual observations and reflections, and by the recital 
of the Litany of the Virgin, In the evening, after self-examina~ 
tion, iftany one should find that he had transgressed against a 
brother, he was to ask pardon in the presence of the others. On 
Wednesdays and Tridays, a chapter of transgressions was to be 
held, each confessing his sins, and praying the others, one by 
one, to mention whatever failings they might have porceived in 
him. We were also to hofd meetings upon moral accidents, 
each speaking by turns; and whenever more than two of ws were 
together; "the Latin language was to be employed, 

Lent now drew year, and We held a meeting to determine 
whether we should keep it or not. Our doubts upon the subjoct 
arose principally from the circumstance that, as we were still 
detained in the river, we had an allowance of fresh meat every 
day ; and that, besides tho inconyenience of cooking for our. 
selves sepmately, we could get nothing but salt-fsh and a Httle 
soup, Fabri, Perrone, and Amodei were of opinion that we 
should keep its Ceru and inyself maintained the contrary. Wo, 
however, yielded to the majority; and accordingly we kept Lent 
for about a week; when, being convinced that the continuation 
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of such & diet would destroy our health, wo unanimously re- 
solved to desist, * And this incident may serve as a warning’ to 
others of our profession, to regulate thelr excessive zoul; for 
certainly God does not expect us to do @nything which wonld 
interrapt the exeeution of his lireet commands, A. religious 
life, doubtlesa, requires many moxtifieations, but these must he 
oxercised with discretion; and it would have been a culpable 
impradence in us if, by ‘using such a regimen, we had rendered 
ourselves ineapablo of fuldlling ove important, duties, 

‘We were dogmed to experience still furtter delnys and dis- 
appointments, On the evening of the 8rd of Mareh there 
arrived a boat, commissioned by government to press a part of our 
crew for the Queen’s immediaté service; and other ships, lying 
at anchor around us, wore treated in the samo manvor, ‘This 
was done for the purpose of manning thirgeon vessels which wero 
to be sent against some ships that wore hdvering neny the mouth 
of tho Thames, and supposed to be-Irench privateers. Being 
thus deprived of our sailors, we feared that our departure would 
be delayed until another year; and this fear was inorcased by 
the news that the Fronch ships conveying the Pretonder liad 
arrived in Scotland, on which account the men-of-war which 
were to have convoyed us wore ordered against the French fleet ; 
and, as no merchantmen could leave port, the wide bosom of the 
‘Thames was soon crowded with vessels of ovory sizo, It seemed 
as if another London had arisen from the waves. A. wontlerftl 
spectacle, which fully showed tho great and destructive power 
that the English possess upon the ‘seas, 

‘These vexations wore soon followed by an event which alarmed 
us all, ‘The bishop of Creland and ‘his view-genoral, Moth frtonds 
of ours, were arresied, togetho® with our yto companion Guar. 
mani, in the middle of the sireet. Through the intorest of tha 
Ambassador, the surgeon was released, but of the two vcclesinuticn 
we heard no more, Under these critteal tdiveunistances, we n+ 
tuyally feared for ourselves qlso; and, in spite ofall our nilseries 
aloard, we never for a moment quitted the vessel, Jortunately, 
while wo were thus afilicted, the pilot came on board with the 
consoling intelligence that we wore immatlintely to depart; and 
on the 8th of tho same month, which was Knater-tluy, we ut Iowt 
set sail, with many other ships, 

ca 
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Setting sail for Bengal—T.oss of Luggage—llying-fish—The Christening— 
Kigid Observance of the Sabbath—Catohing a Shark—Climbing to thy 
Main-top—The Cape of Good Hope—Conversions abod. 


Our voyage down the Thames and through the Channel was 
yextremely tedious. I will not attempt to stute how often we 
were becalmed or driven back Sy contrary winds; ov bow often 
“after weighing anchor and setting sail we were suddenly obligul 
again to suspend our, course, lest the violence of the tide orn 
gust of wind should force us against the sand-banks or shoals, 
which are vay frequent both in the river and the Channa, 
Suffice it to say, that although we set sail on the 8th of April, 
it was not until the 4th of June that we reached tho open sea. 
Amodei and I had soon another cause of vexation, in the Llosa of 
our luggage; but I must say, to the glory of God, that £ was 
soon reconciled to this privation, Nay, I funcied that I breathed 
more freely, as though I had been relieved from an oppressive 
burden; and I felt like a bind which, freed from the constraint 
of a cage, can spread its wings and rove where it pleaso, Me. 
thonght I had just begun to be an apostle, and that, elad ina 
ragged enssock, with the bréviary under my arm and a grucifix 
on my breast, I was about lo wander through the vast regions of 
China, prtaching to those blifid pagans the Tloly Word af God, 

When we had passed the twdhty-soventh dogreo of Iatitutle, 
we began to see the flying-fish, ‘Their wings are formed of car 
tilage Jike those of the bat, and exten) to the base of tho tai), 
When pursued by other fish they fly in shoals out of the water ; 
and those which alight upon ships, aa they have no power to 
take wing again, aro enslly seized by the sailors, Usually they 
do not raise themselves more than three feet out of tho water; 
but sometimes, when assisted by the action of tte wind, or urged 
by fear, they fly much higher, 

On the 29th we priya sthe Mople of Cancer, and with a 
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favourablé wind entered the torrid zoue. It is a custom in ships 
going to’ India, that every one who for the first time passes the 
two, tropica, the Line, and tho Cape of Good Hope, nist ynier- 
go the ceremony called “the Christening, or pay a fine to tho 
‘erew, ‘Those who refuse to pay become the object of much ob- 
~ loquy and many hard words from the sailors, and ara tied natride 
upon a piece of wood, on which thoy aro drdwn to the end of the 
main-yard, and suddenly dipped thrice into the sea. If any of 
the ship’s boats have not passed tho Lina boloro, they ave fine 
, three bottles of brandy. Our captain accordingly had to pay 
six bottles for two boats. As to ourselves, having buen kindly 
informed that the crew would be satisfied with whatever we 
might give, we contributed two Shillings each, With the monoy 
thus obtained, the men bought brandy and sugar to make pune, 
of which they are particularly fond, T wys told that those who 
are accustomed to this bovernge find it pledsant antl wholesome. 

As we drow near the Lino, the heat inereased vory sensibly, 
but not so much as we had expected; for it is not true that 
iu the torrid zone tho air and the water era as hot as fire, and 
that every thing putrifies. The water turns blackish, and aften« 
sive to the smell; but it soon purifies itself, first however breel- 
ing little worms, which afterwards become flies, as T was nesured 
by the surgeon and othor persons on board, ‘Lhe captain had 
tsiven ordors, that whoever should be absent from prayers on 
Sunday, either morning or afternoon, should be deprived of his 
shove of bread and water. There wero in the ship sume suilors 
who were Catholics, and did not attend; but they were juno 
way molested. Jt once happened thal some of the raflors having 
stayed away two or thee times, Were, by commant of (he cap 
tain, bound fast with cords, wilt their amg uplifted ; but one of 
them to escape punishment said that he was n Catholic, and the 

“captain believing, or pretending to believe his assertion, ox+ 
émpted him from punishnient. In the afternoon, however, the 
inan appenred at prayers, and, thus proved how easily he could 
deny his religion, . 

‘Lhe principal officors played almost overy day at draughts, 
but on tho Sunday no one attempted it; and many of how who 
could read, might ba scen during a great part of the day with 
the Bible in their hands, One of the company who was em- 
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ployed in drawing a geographical map, wishing to contiaue his 
work on a Sunday, reecived a severe reprimfind from the cap. 
tain: such is the rigour with which these heraties observe tho 
Lord’s day. % 

Not far from the Line, a fish was caught, which by the Eng- 
lish is called a shark. It is freqiently seen in the torrid zone; 
but almost always aléne. We took about fifteon of these fish, 
the largest of which was nearly nine fect in Jongth, anyl propor. 
tionably large. It was caught with a hook, baited with a grent 
lump of salt beef, of which they are ravonously fond. As he 
was being drawn up out of the water his jaw was torn by the 
hook, and ho escaped; but the bait being again thrown jn, the 
greedy animal, which I could’ not help likening’ to a relapsed 
simmer, heedless of danger and in spite of the agony ho must 
have felt from the Wwoken jaw, again gorged tho beef, aud was 

as 

caught, When he was pulled on deck, ho made a desperate 
struggle, and though a large piece of flesh was cut from his 
back, he still continued to leap about; so that in order to dis 
pateh him, it was necessary to striko him repeatedly on tho head 
with a hatchet, and then divide his bory into three parts. ‘This 
operation required much time and labour; and those engaged fn 
it were often in great danger. 

The animal had no seales, and was covered wilh a davk akin 
like that of an cel, but as hard and ough as shagreen, When 
it lay on its belly, it was impossiblo to discover its mauth ay 
eyes, which could only be secon when it was turned on its nok, 
Its mouth was disproportiondlely large, aud furnished with threo 
rows of strong and sharp teeth. On opening ita head, wo fonnd 
two larg@white lumps like ctrdled milk, which the sailors euro 
fully preserved, being, as they tld me, an excellent specific for 
the purposes of midwifery, Its blood was both call and black, 
‘When they are of a large sizo the flesh is tough, and they ne 
not good as foods bul we ato of the smaller ones, and found 
them tender and good. ‘The manugr in which this animal swims 
is curious, for when it opens its wing-like fins, it appears broador 
than it is Jong. ‘No less strange is the way in which it prepares 
to seize the bait, being forced to {urn upon ifs back, as the upper 
jow of its enormous mouth overhangs the under one. 

The second mate told mo, that he had found in the belly of 
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* one which he had taken, the entire hide of a cow with its horns, * 
Another officer, called Jim, assured me that. young man, while 
swimming rqund the ship, was attacked by one of these fish, 
which bit the middle of his body completely. through, and carried 
away one half, ‘To this the captain added, that he hnd found in 
the belly of one of them the body of a sailor, which bad hean 
swallowed twenty-four hours before, whe he was swimming 
near tho ship, The bones of tho man were in process of digosy 
tion, and’ could be easily ‘broken; but. tho most extraordinary 
cireumstance was, that a knife, which the maw had in his pocket, 
had become flexible, and could be bent like a pieces of paper. In 
the sharks which we caught, nothing was found but soma fish of 

about three feet in length, partky digested and partly ontire, 

These fishttake great care of their young, but in quite o 
different manner from all other known, animals. Whon thoy 
perceive them to bo in danger, thoy opan their mouths and re 
ceive them into their bellies, from which they east them forth 
again when the danger 1s past. This the captain and others 
affirmed to be a fact which thoy themselves had witnessed, 

On the 27th of July, through the favour of God and the pros. 
tection of the glorious St, Anne, we crossed the Lino with a pros. 
perous gale, Wo unanimously joined in repeating a Ze Deum, 
thanking the Lord for having granted us so cnay a passage, A. 
few days afterwards, the wind continuing propitious, wo passed. 
the Tropic of Capricorn, and thus entered the southern tem 
perate zone, It is a custom on board English ships, that who- 
aver for the first time climbs ta tho main-lop, ig there bound 
fast till he pays a fing to tho sailors. Tt accordingly hepponad 
that the firat surgegn, seoing somosnilors and supercaygaos alimb 
to that part of the rigging, which they perhaps had dono to on- 
snare him, not. being awave of this custom, immediately climbed 
after thom. Ie had however hardly arvived at the place, whon 
he was suddenly seizod by the sailors and secured Ughtly with 
cords, amid shouts of laughtor, nor was ho released {il ho agreed 
to pay the fino. ‘The sand joke was afterwards practised upon 
one of the supercargoes, but on his proving entisfactorily thet 
he had already been fined in a former voyage, he was Tot off, 

On the 6th of September we ontared the port of Good Lape, 
which is very beautiful and of considerable oxtont, ‘The country 
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“belongs to the Dutch, but it is also inhabited by many French 
Protestants who wera expelicd from their country by Louis XTV. 
There were besides many Germans and Memings, rmongst 
whom were several Catholics who lived without any spiritual 
assistance, Waving found them cold aud wavering in the faith, 
I bade them all return to Europe. At the end of a fortnight 
we again sot sail foreBengal. A fow days afterwards wo saw & 
whale; but all that I was able to Jearn of his huge animal was, 
that it could not be of the samo speciés ns that which alvallowed 
the prophet Jonas, for its throat was’ so small that it would 
scarecly have allowed an egg to pass down it. In the Tadian 
Ocean, the scurvy mado dreadful havoc on board our ship, and 
though we missionaries had hitherto endeavoured to conceal our 
veal character from the heretical company among which we had 
been thrown, yet on thjs occasion we deemed it our duty to cust 
off all disguise, for theveternal salvation of three of the craw, 
who were Catholies, but had for several years wallowed in sin, 
completely neglecting their religious duties. 

On the Ist of January, 1709, one of’ the sniloys, whom the 
» Scurvy had 1educed to a state of extreme debility, fell into the 
sea, ‘The boat was immediately lowored, and avery effort made 
to save him; but to no avail, I was oxevedingly grioved at thia 
accident, for the poor fellow had been disposed to abjure his 
heresy, and wo had agreed that a8 soon as wo Jandod J should 
confess and receive him into the bosom of the irne Church, We 
dared not do this on board, lest we might he observed, eapo- 
cially as, owing to my ignorance of the English language, the 
confession must have taken place through an interpreter, mud 
consequently with closed doors, in order to avoid disvovery aud 
punishment, Whilst still sorrowivg for this Joss, I waa informal 
that an English ‘youth, who was the son of a great London 
merchant, finding himself brought nenrly fo his and by the sania 
fearful disensa, was also anxious to abjure his religion and receive 
absolution at my hands; but the Devil, who reigns among’ hore 
heretics, kept them constantly about he bed of the patient until 
he died, leaving me bitterly disnppointed. 
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CITAPTER V. 


The Mouth of the Ganges—Igneranec of a Monk—Itveruiing Missionaries 
—Advice to Authors Sun-Worshippds— St. Thosgas's Piopheey—The 
Transmigration of Souls—A Woman Uxoreiscd. 


On the Ist of February we at Inst entered the mouth of the 
Ganges, amid general exultatioh. In ascending the river, my 
companions being still Iaid up with the scurvy, I one day stood 
alone in a corner of the vessel reading my previary, which from 
prudential motives was bound in white, ant looked exactly like 
a common book. ‘While thus employed, £ suddenly heard a 
voice oldse by, inquiring in Porluguese whether I was a priest, I 
tumed round, and on seeing an Indian youth, about fifteen years 
of age, who had come to meet us with other merchants front 
Calcutta, I roproved him ina severe tone, Perceiving that T was 
afraid to discover myself, ho told me that hoe-was a Catholia: in 
proof of which he crossed himself and thon eagerly proflered 
his services, It was by no accident that this youth found me 
out, Ile was sent to ns by Divine Providence, which pereciver! 
that, being perfectly friendless in that country, with shattered 
health and exhausted fundy, we coudd not have reached our des» 
tination without an act of its special assistance. LTaving learned 
from this young min that the Auguatines, for whomave had w 
letter from the Genoral of tho Order, liad a house in iio noigh+ 
bourhood, I proceeded thither as soon ns we ariived at Cale 
cutta, Jeaving my companions behind. Qu reaching thelr abate, 
T was introduced to an old monk, who wag deaf, and ignorant in 
the eatreme; bul a good sort of nen withnl, Ilo took my Jeltor 
and affected to read tt; but as ho Jind no knowledge of Latin, he 
could maka nothing of it, Being desious to know the name 
and’surname of the Father-General, ho turned to me, giving him- 
self an air as though he had understoad the whole, and pointing 
at the signaturo, he said, “What villainous wriling! pay de. 


26 FATHER RIPA’S RESIDENCE fora. ¥, 


cipher this signature for me” When he had heard’ the name 
and surname of the Father-General, he betrayed his ignorance 
still more, by asking me whether he was tho Fathor-Ceneral, ar 
the Wather-General {# Chief; and J, adapting my words to is ig. 
norance, assured him that it was actually the Tather-Goneral in 
Chief, whereat he expressed himself greatly pleased, Ie alter: 
wards inquired whetfier I was really sent by St. Peter, and on 
being answered in the affirmative, he conceived 4 grent opinion 
of me, and did all in his power to forward my wishes. 

As the reader Will no doubt be surprised at the ignoranes of 
this monk, I will fell him how such things como to poss. ‘The 
Most Serene Kings of Portugal being very anxious to main 
tain and extend our Holy faith In these regions, decreed that all 
their officers and sailors who on passing thither might feel dis- 
posed to take holy orders, should be allowed to follow thety in. 
clination without any impediment, ‘The harvest being abundant 
and the reapers scarce, when a Portugueso vessel arrives at (ton, 
the missionaries of different religious ordors go on board and call 
out aloud whether there is any one who will join then. Among 
such numbers there is always some one, who haying ina moment 
of dangor vowed to roform, or hoping to live moro comfortably, 
answers the call; and thus many of' those missionaries aro very 
‘ignorant, and some of them very vicious, which js still worse; 80 
that, far from contributing to the propagation of our Iloly reli- 
gion, they do exactly the reverse, by bringing it into contempt. 

A few days afterwards we wore invited to dine with Mr. Bar. 
neby, an Irish gentleman, wifo with great gonerosily had granted 
us three places gratis on board a ship which ho was freighting 
for Manffla, Among variots things that he did for om onter- 
tainment, he produced Leuilles” work on Bongal, and pointed 
out a great number of ludicrous blunders with which that book 
abounds, Many years afterwards 1 onjoyod together wilh se. 
veral of my fellow-missfonaries a simllay anusement, in pleking 
out the absurd statements inserted,in n corlain “ Account of tha 
Chinese Empire,” Authors are thus liable to ridieule or blame, 
if, when writing without a due knowledge of the subject af whiek 
they treat, they adopt indiscriminately all they hear, T thore- 
fore always warn my juniors never to allompt any thing of 
the kind before they have lived in a country long enough to 
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understand it fully, or ean at Jeast obtain their information from 
persons who are at once enlightened and trustworthy + and in 
the event of their being called upon to take part in sone im- 
portant transaction or controversy, I recofiimend them to make 
themselves masters of the language of tho country, and to take 
every possible precaution against erroneous impressions. 

One morning as I walked beside tho Ganges, 1 observed o 
considerable number of men and womon bathing promiscnously, 
but with edifying behaviour; and among Ure, T saw a man who 
held a Jooking-glass in one of hiv hands, tuning his faco towards 
the sun, whilst with the other hand he threw the water upon his 
body, describing signs much like tho cross, and moving his lips 
as though he had beon praying, On inquiry, I was informed 
that this man was worshipping tho sun, and that the others wore 
also idolaters, who bathed in tho Gauges gbeenuse they belioved 
that the waters of that river possessed the miraculous power of 
cleansing them from their sins. 

It is woll known that St, Thomas the Apostle preached the 
Ohristian religion in these parts; and Wat he afterwards suflared 
martyrdom at Meliapor,'on the const of Coromandel. ‘Che true 
faith was afterwards polluted and overpowered by the-sect of the 
Nestorians; but upon the arrival of the Portuguese, it was re~ 
stored by the labour of zealous missionaries. Tho Portugueso 
ware greatly helped and encouraged in this holy work by an 
ancient proplieey, left by St, Thomas, and engraver upon a stone 
column near Meliapor, and not far from the sea. ‘This pro- 
pheoy is written in the language” of the country, and imports 
that the “yoligion which he had planted would flourish again, 
when the sea, then forty miles distant, should reach tht column 
at which timo white men woul come info these parts from o 
distant country.” All thia appears to have beon fulfilled hy tho , 
arrival of the Portngucso in India. 

Tho missionaries reelnimed a grant numbor of the Neslovians, 

sand converted a still greater, numbor of the paganas the Muho- 
medan government only forbidding attempts fo eonverl those of 
ifs own persuasion ; it being its maxim, that no religion could he 
better than that of Mahomed, but that Christianity was belter 
than idolatry, 

In imitation of the Catholics, the English, the Dutch, and tho 
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“Danes have sent many of thoir preachers into theso countries 5 
hut the grace of Gad was not with them; and this, togetlior with 
their bad conduct, which so ill accorded with what they preached, 
prevented them from®&producing any good effuct. Tévary sacl of 
idolaters has here its temples, priests, sacrifices, ecromonies, and 
idols, Among the numerous errors in which those blind bea 
then multitudes live, % principal one is the doctrine of the trang- 
migration of souls, ‘They are therefore very kind to all sorts of 
animals and insects, which they neithey ill nor ent; but on the 
contrary feed them/and attend on them with great caro. ‘To such 
apitch do they carry this belief, that they have hospitals for lice 
and fleas, and pay liberally by the hour thosa who will allow 
the insects to feed on their bldod. They do this in the per- 
suasion that after death their souls will pass into the budiea af 
eome animal more orsless loathsome, according to the gootl or 
evil actions of their past life, Above all things they highly 
esteem and venerate sheep and cows, from a foolish bolief that 
they once sustained the earth upon their horns, and that 2 caw 
pacified the anger of their idol, Mahadou, when he had resolved 
to destroy the univers, for the sins of men; and algo heeause 
after death a great river must be passed, which can only bo dono 
hy holding fast to the tail of a sheop or cow, 

Influenced by this superstition, upon rising in tho morniug, 
just as we cross our foreheads with holy water, so do they soll 
theirs with the dung of a cow; and thus disfigured, thoy walk 
out ant transact their daily business, When we are at the pots 
of death, wo feel satisfied if wé can procure the assistance of am 
ceclesiastic of known piety: these people on tho coutrary are 
happy if in their last moments they can Jay hold of the tail of a 
cow, believing that they shall thus ensily pass over the great 
river. If while they are expiring the cow happens to diachuyge 
the contents of her stomach, this clroumstance fs considered as 
an omen of their futuro felicity, because thoy suppose that it ja 
owing to their soul being about to migrate into the body of the 
cow. After the death of the poor idolater, the cow is well kept, 
and treated with the same attention that would have been patd 
to the man himself had bo Hved. Such being the veusation 
they have for these animals, and particularly for the cow, when 
ny one is converted to the Christian fiith, tho misstonarics 
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always, test his sincerity by obliging him to cat cow's flesh, after 
which his former heathen associates look upon him with horror, 
and will neither eat, drink, nor converse with him, * 

Some of the more airict of this sect frm the resolution of 
becoming saints, and thoso people, in their blind ignorance of 
the tiue faith, believe that they havo attained the highest point 
of perfection when they have passed a ceftnin numbor of years 
in the same spot, constantly exposed to the inclemencies of the 
weather, and remaining ,lways in the same posture. T myself 
saw one of theso saints, falsely so called, who had for many 
years held his hands in ono position, and whose natls had grown 
a hideous length and penetrated into his arm, so that ha could 
not open his hands, and was waited on by othors in all tho 10+ 
cessities of nature; indeed, all these penifents are thus waited on, 
and those who can render them any servige esteem it fortunate 
as securing their own future happiness. —* 

I was informed by Father Giovanni Da Fano, that having 
heard of a woman who, aspiring to this imaginary sanctity, was 
then standing night and day in the samo place, with her hands 
iaised towards the heavens, he folt x great curiosity to see hor, 
Being persuaded that sho could not thus stand always immovo- 
able without the assistance of tho Livil Ono, he went, close behind 
her, and in a low voice he commanded the malignant spirits to 
depart from the woman. Immediately upon this her suns 
dropped, and she turned round angrily, exclaiming in her own 
language, “Ah, demon! demon!” It was thus clearly proved 
that such arts ag these could only Ife performed through the in- 
strumentality of the gicat cnemy of mankind, whose reign in 


those regions is supreme. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


° 

Departure for Manijla—Mireculous Useape—Preaching in earnest-—(nrdinal 
de Tournon’s Imprisonment in Macao—ellis Death—Lho Population of 
China—Order to Raint for the mperor. + 


I migur relato a great deal more respecting Bengal, but as my 
sojourn in this country was very shovt, I think it best to omit 
doing so, lest I should stato anything inaceurate, On the 22nd 
of February we set out for Manilla, in the ship San Lorenzo, 
which, though very stall, had fifty passengers on board, twenty- 
three of whom were Catholics, and tho remainder Mahomedans 
and idolaters; but six of the Jatter were slaves, and Jw been 
bought with a view to their being instructed and baptized, On 
my arrival on board the San Lorenzo, Tagaiu put on my cassack, 
throwing off the lay dress I had worn ever sinca my departure 
from Cologne, and applied myself in good earnest (o reeluim the 
Catholics on hoard, who were mostly relapsed sinneis, entirely 
heedless of their zeligious duties, During somo stay wa mado 
in Malay, I was requested by the enptains of two other ships to 
assist their crews in their spiritual exercises, which I did with 
great pleasure, and I hope with some success, 

LT did not go from Malay t® Manilla by the San Lorenzo, but 
in Our Lady of Guadaloupe, having beon solicited by the captain 
to give Ins sailors some religions instructions, Tu tho Sirit of 
Maloy, not far from Singapor®, wo were very nearly lost, the 
navigation of those seas belng oxtremoly dangerous, owbig to a 
multitude of little islands which, opposing tho waves in all dirue- 
tions, form a Jabyrinth of eddies and whirlpoola, One day whilst 
I was at my morning devotions, T suddenly heard 9 dreadful 
noise under the ship, followed by & great uproar and gontusion 
above my head; and almost at the same moment au American 
merchant burst into my cabin, and, without uttering one word, 
seized mo by the arm and Jed me on deck, and I then perceived 
that the vessel hed been driven upon a ruck, and was near 
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sinking, “I immediatoly rushed back to my cabin, and tuhing 
the holy water, and e candle of the holy Vather Innocent XL, 
L first blessed: the sea, then broke the candle into piecey, and 
threw it to the waves, well knowing its miraenlous powers in 
similar cases. Very soon after I had done this we were out of 
danger; and the means which God in his ineflible goodness em- 
ployed to save,us were, that the boat of anéther ship, tnking onc 
of our anchors, went.tnd lowered it at a considerable distance, 
and enabled us to tow tha Vessel ont of its fearful position, 

At Manilla I was desired by the Governor’to teach the prin 
ciples of our faith to eight Dutch deserters who were confined in 
the fort; and to my grent satisfaction, after furty days’ exertions, 
they were brought to make a public abjuration of their heresy. 
Taking advantage of my free access to the fort, on Sundays I 
went about carrying the cross and singing hymns till I had col- 
lected a pretty numerous congregation, “when I proceeded to 
teach them the Catechism, and to preach a sermon on somo im- 
portant point of our holy religion, After the sermon T again 
took the crucifix in my hand, and made a profession of repent- 
ance, imparting to each word all the warmth of my soul. ‘Uhen, 
in order to make a deeper impression on my hearors, I witied 
my cassock, which for this express purpose I wore open behind, 
and I sconrged myself till both my shoulders bled. Tur some 
time my’ companions ridiculed these infliclions; but when they 
perceived that a captain, who had never paid the least attention 
to my exhortations, was so touched by them that he resolved to 
reform, and live as a Christian, they no longer jested on the 

subject. Since my return to Naples T have not contiauad tess 
practices—not that I should ever tonsure them in any ono else, 
hut fherely because, in my old age, £ enmo to understand that 
reasoning and prayer are the aurest means of persuasion, whilst 
violence and exaggeration can produce at best but a blaze which 
no soonor appears than it vanishes, 

As thoro was no ship at Manilla bound for China, the Wing 
of Spain having interdicted IL intercourse betweon his subjects 
and the Celestial Empire, a small ship was fitted ont by sub. 
scription, entirely for us, under the orders of Von ‘eodurien 
Pedrini, a missionwy who had already been some years in these 
regions, and who for this purpose had disguised himself as a 
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captain, His inexperience in nautical matters nearly Cont Us 
our lives two or three times; hut in spite of nll, on the night of 
the 2nd of January, 1'710, we cast anchor in one of the nuneraus 
islands close to Macho, 

The next morning Don Pedrini went on shore tn his assumed 
garb of a captain, and in the afternoon he returned on board, 
accompanicd by twG ecclesiastics of tha suite of Cardinal de 
Tournon. Chis brilliant ornament of the Sacred College had, 
on his first arrival in China, deen received by the Emperor with 
unequivocal marks of esteem; but having sinco refused to con. 
form to certain enactments of tho Board of Rites converning the 
missionaries, he had been confined at Macao, Soon after dusk 
we went to pay him our respeots, under the guidance of the two 
ecclesiastics just mentioned, eluding the vigilance of the guards 
by enteing his prisonzthrough a private door whieh opencd upon 
the sea. We were received by the holy man with extremo ath. 
bility and kindness; and after a long and deaply-intorestiny cone 
versation, we retired from his presence perfectly edified, 

Although the Cardinal, and about forty missionaries of dif. 
ferent religious orders, were thus kept in conflaemont during 
the first three weeks of onr stay at Macao, J and my compantons 
were left quite free. On the morning of tho 23nd of January, 
however, we wore suddenly visited by five mandarin, who, efter 
sending for Father Fabri, began in judicial form to ask us wht 
we were, whence we came, what was our business, and 80 forth, 
writing down their questions and our answers, After this they 
went away, leaving tho hous guarded hy Chineso soldiers, for 
whose accommodation a booth was instantly erected on the 
premises, 

Aftar duly considqring tho indignities to whieh our holy reli. 
gion was exposed in his own person and in thosa af ho inti 
sionaries, his Eminence resolved to adidiess a romonsteance to the 
Viceroy at Canton, and at tho same time to transmit with it a 
dispatch for the Emperor, announcing his promotion to the rank 
of Cardinal, and the arrival of aix inissionaries, three of whom 
Were acquainted with mathematios, music, and painting, Illy 
Eminence was induced to take this stop hy the recollecttan that, 
when he was at Peking, the Emperor had asker hin to write, in 
hig name, to the Pope for some missionaries skilled in the nvte 
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and scioneés; and he now hoped to recover the fuvour of tha 
monarch ‘by sending him Father Fabri, Don Pedrini, and myself, 
in the above capacities, When I heard that, by this arrango- 
meni, I was doomed to quit my favourito yobation for tho pur 
pose of cultivating an art of which I knew only tho rudiments, 

L could not refrain from expressing my bitter dissatisfhetion ; but 

veflecting that it was at that moment impofsihle to boneft. the 

cause of our religion as a missionary, I soon resigned myself to 

obedience, a 7 . 

Ils Eminence bore all his troubles and privations with o 
" Ghristian fortitude which was truly admirable; but nevertheless 
his bodily fiame being uncqual to sustain the efforts of his great 
mind, after three months’ lingering illness ho went to recelve the 
palm of martyrdom in Teaven—departing this Hfe in the forty- 
first year of his age, sincorely heloved and<Jamented by all who 
koew him. 

Although visions and yevelations, aa being liable to orvor and 
delusion, do not prove tho merit of a Christian so certainly 
as the great virtues with which the Cardinal de Tournon was 
adorned, yet as the following possesses all the conditions required 
by the highest authorities on the subject, T cannot refrain from 
inserting it here :—~ 

Bishop Mullener, a man of truly apostolical pioty, was ony 
gaged in prayer in the province of Soo-chow-cn, when he sud= 
denly perceived the Cardinal before him, radiant in countenance 
and ¢lad in pontifical garments, who said to him, © I depart for 
Paradise,” and then disappeared, This was told hy the Bishop 
to Father Appiani, who suffered for cighteen years in a Chinoso 
joil for having obeyed the Cardinal rather than tho Board of 
Rites; and Father Appiani repefled it to me, when, as I was . 
passing, throngh Canton on my return to Enrope, I paid him a 
visit in his prison, 

Tn consequence of an order from the Emperor, very shortly 
afior the death of his Eminence, wo left Macao for Quang-chow- 
foo, which Juropeans call Canton, from the name of the provinea 
of Quang-tong, of which it is tho capital. ‘To Chineww towns 
_ are distinguished hy three different denominatgons, accoriling to 
‘their size. The largest, which aro fifty-eight in number, aro 

named Too; the noxt, amounting to two hundred and forty. 
: : D 
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seven, are called ‘Chow; and the amallest, which aro ag anany 09 
one thousand one hundred and fifty-two, bear tho mane of Yen. 
Quayg-chow-foo is therefore a cily of the first class, “Phe slrwols 
are generally long *and stright; and tho housea, according to 
the fashion prevailing x] over China, have only one Moor, and 
are enclosed by walls, without any windows outside, so Unt they 
look like nunneries.* ‘Ihe traffic carried on here is so grent as to 
give the place, all the year round, (pe appearance of g thir. 

As it is almost, impossiblo%o apeak of the prodigious umount of 
the population of Canton without being suspected of oxaggere- 
tion, I will leave the reader to form his own opiiion from the 
following incident:—On my yetwrn to London in 1724, T was 
invited to dine with a party of English goutlomen who wished 
to hear some account of my long residyneo in China. Among 
yarious other things; they asked mo what tho population af 
Canton and Peking really was ; and when T talked of tha millions 
stated by the Chinese, they showed their fnevedulily hy a burst 
of Iaughter, I told them that if they had no fith in the assor~ 
tions of the Chinese, they otight at least. to believe thelr country- 
man and friend, My. Vazacalot [Fazakerly ?], who was ange of 
tho party, and who, having beow fivo or six times in Canton, 
would, I had no doubt, correborato my statement; but ag ho 
joined thom in their expressions of dishelie!, my appeal to him 
only produced more laughter. Whereupon I proceeded to 
question Mr. Favacatei iu this manner :— 

“Tfave you ever scon Canton from the tap of the great 
tower?” * 

* Yes, I hayo,” he answered, 

Trot Invge did you thiitk i?” 

At least twice qa Tange as foncton.” 

“ Which of tho two citics Is the moat thickly inhabited ?” 

“Canton, by fir: its thoronghfaves boing at oll tines ob- 
structed with peoplo,” 

“ Ts it mon or women that olivfly form the orowd ?” 

Oh, no woman is ever scan in the streets of Cauton,” 

“ Then, gentlemen,” said J, “ if London contains eight hun 
dred thousand ‘inhabitants, as you say, suroly Canton, heing 
twieo its sizo, and with a mnlo population sufictent to throng 
the streets, must have siatcen hundred thousand; and if Canton 
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contains | sixteen hundred thousand, Peking, which is fir larger, 
and more thickly’ peopled, cannot fail to have at lenst two 
millions,” After which they raised no further objections. * 

It is true that we Europenns are astonished when we are told 
of millions of men living within the walls of the samo city; but 
those who have seen how all the towns, yilages, bamlots, mud 
roads of China swarm with human belngs, wre no longer sur- 
prised. IJow tho population of the Colestial Empire has in- 
creased to this cnormous extent it ts not my qbject to inquire ; 
but among the many canses which must havo contributed to pro- 
duce such a state of socioty, I will merely mention these :—Tirst, 
the limited number of bonzes ang bonzesses, who are devoted to 
the service of their idols, and, like our monks and nuns, profess 
celibacy; second, the prevailing custom that each man shonld 
marry as many wives as he can. support, §ot caring what may 
become of the children; third, the disgrace attached to such 
persons as do not marry; fourth, the perfect peace that the 
empire hag enjoyed for a long times fifth, tho total absence of 
contagious diseases; sixth, the extraordinary fecundity of tho 
women ; and, lastly, early marriages, which genorally take place 
as soon as the parties have attained the ago of puberty, Asan 
illustration of the numerous progenies of the Chinese, f may add 
that one day while dining with the steward of the Viceroy, I 
asked him the number of his children, Not knowing if, ho 
began to reckon them by name; but whon he came to tha 
eighteenth he was puzzled, and eafled in the servants to help 
him to count the remainder. 

Having finished two pictures, which I had begun at t Macuo, 
_ for the Emperor, I presented them Yo the Vieoroy, ant ho for- 

warded them to his Celestial Mafesty, with @ring of mortars, as 
is customary whenever anything is sent to this monarch, To 
then sent mo an old picture representing Confucine on his knees 
before the idol Lee-lao-kcon, which ha desired me to copy for. 
the Emperor, As I could notundertake such an idolatrous task, 
T immediately went to him ; and he, in consequence of my being 
about to enter the sorvice of the sovereign, came to mect me at 
the gate, The moment he saw me ho asked, “ Nan-lea hoe, Pay- 
lea?” ‘That is, whether 1 wished to uso the cerenionies of the 


south, or those of the north? ‘Che ceremonies of the south are 
: n? 
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those employed by the Chinese, and, on aceount of thels aumbor 
and style, are more ft for divine worship than for Uie intereaurse 
of mefts those of the north belong to tho Taytars, and ave few 
and easy, and nearly similar to ours, I thoreftro anawe ed, 
 Pay-lee,” or the ceremonies of the north. After this he ine 
mediately took me hy the hand, and led mo to the inner rpart- 
ments, whero he made me sit down at his left, which among tho 
Tartars is the place of honaur, as the right is with the Chines, 
On my telling him that my’religion did not permit me to copy 
the picture, he apologised, saying that he was not acquaintodl 
with the dogmas of our faith, and added that he would send me 
another, After a pretty long gonversation I took leave, and he 
did me the honour of accompanying me back to the gato, Tle 
accordingly sent a picture; and in order to ascertain tha truth 
of a report which had been spiead, that I knew nothing of 
painting, he at the same timo ordered mo to draw the portrait of 
a living Chinese. Ie also deputed a great number of peaple ta 
come and see me work, till at longth pereciving that I had heen 
slandered, he condemned the originator of the calumny (o receive: 
thirty lashes, As soon ag the copy and the portrait, wore fiished, 
he desired me to paint eight moro; and, as If they could be 
blown with a breath like glass bottles, he seul next morning to 
inquire how many I had made, 
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CIIAPTER VII. 


c * 
Departure for Peking—Tho Gandte-Hill8—Chinese Ppitors—Navigation of 
the River Nan-kiang-huo—~Sacrifices—Iishing-Bivdls. 


In obedience to an order received from tho Emperor, tho Vico- 
yoy ordered some vessels to be fitted out for the purpose of send~ 
ing ua to Peking at his own expense. Wo sailed by the Great 
Canal on the 27th of November ; our part, consisting of Vathers 
‘Tilisch and Cordero, both mathematicians, Don Pedrini, father 
Fabri, and myself. In a few hours we reached Joosh-yen, which 
the Chinese consider asa village, because it has no courls of 
justice, and is subject to Canton; but in overy other respect 
it isa large and wealthy manufaetming town. Before we had 
made much progress in owr journey we had occasion to admire 
the care shown by the government of this well-regulated empire s 
for at every fourth mile we found a Jargo vessel, with u pleco of 
artillery at the prow, anda good number of solders on board, 
expressly intended to protect the canal from robbers, 

‘After a very pleasant voyage of four days, amid fruitful fields 
and vast mumbers of people alwafs in sight, on either side of 
the river, we came to some mountains whieh lave heen eut 
through for the course of the canal? This part of (ho Passage fa 
considered dangerous, on accouht of its hang: mueli inforted by 
yobbers. [Tere we porceived on our Toft the evlebrated lilly entled 
Lah-chew-shian—that is, candle-lills, from their clogs resem- 
Dlance to candles. ‘They are lofty and barren, and riso abraptly 
from the surrounding plain. © When wo arrived near the city of 
Ting-hien-chee-foo, some persons, protonding to come from the 
governor, ordered us to stop, that they might coma on board 
to sew whether our numbers agreed with the Hist aubmitted to the 
authorities hy the commander of our convoy. ‘Cho enptain, sus- 
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pecting that they were robbors, refused to achntt: ther sand, ag 
they still continued to approach, several muskels were fired into 
the aiy, to intimidate thom. Upon this they turned about, but 
shortly afterwards Chey made two more attempts to board us; 
being, however, received with volloys of shot, they ‘at length 
went away. 

After a voyage of six days upon the great river Kiang, we 
arrived ata village called Kiang-Cheous~that is, tle mouth of 
the Kiang, The river Nan-kinng-hug, upon which Wo were to 
continue our course, is generally about a gunshot across, and jn 
winter contains but very little water; tho slyvcams from the 
northern mountains, by which it is fod, boing then frozen, For 
this reason the boats employed Spon this river are iInt-bottomed ; 
nevertheless, they often touch the ground, and in some parts the 
sailors are obliged to push the boat along with theiy shoulders or 
with poles; and in fhese cases even the women help, though 
they may be burdened with an infant at their backs. Owing to 
the shallowness of the water we were unable to conte onr 
course, antl therefore stopped ata village called Woang-hang, 
where we remarked a house whieh was woll fortified, aud of ox- 
traordinary size, containing, as I found upon examination, forty. 
sight rooms, Iwas told by the Chinese that it was used as a 
place of refuge by tho neighbouring population whan attacked 
by bands of robbers. ‘Ihe next day we arrived at the town of 
Nan-young, We wished to sleep in the conyent of the Spanish 
Angustines, but our conductor objected to this; stating that he 
had»eceived orders not to petmit us to lodge in any houses inha- 
bited Thy Christians, At this place all our luggage was weighed 
and divfded into lots that could be carried by one or two men} 
‘a the river ends, and a nfountain is to bu passed which di- 
> vides tthe province of Canton from Kian-sy. ‘This mountali, ealled 
Mei-lifng, has two miles of atcep ascent on one side, ad tivo of 
desee vit on the other, and is about thirty miles distant from on 
other /'river, on which wo wero again to embark. Everyihing is 
carrie, the whole of this distance'by porters, vehicles and ani. 
mals, of every kind being excluded ; and as these two rivers form 
th @ chief channel of communication between tho south and the 

~orth of tho ompire, the read which counecty them is so covered 
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with people, that, during its whole length of thirty miles, it has 
constantiy the appearance of a fair. 

These porters carry burdens like pack-horses, and also gudars 
or palanquins, to do which they do not use Straps, but a kind of 
yoke, made of hard wood, which chafes and cuts their flesh whon 
they do not take the precaution of wearing a collar of felt or 
leather, It is really marvellous to see with*what untirlog sw ift- 
ness these men perform thelr journeys of thirty miles u-day, at 
five miles an hony, stoppipg' to rests only two oy three Limes, Tt 
must be remarked, however, that these plangiins, as well as the 
more stately sedans, are very light, being always constructed of 
bamboo. 

On the fifteenth day of our jotney we arrived at tho city of 
Nan-gan-foo, and were allowed to dino with Father Fernandes, 
at the residence of the Reformed Francisgans; but as we could 
not stop there during the night, ho returned with us, and passed 
the night on board our vessel. While in this city, I was not a 
little surprised to seo boys and girls of cight or nine yenrs car- 
rying burdens fay too heavy for their age. Wo next camo to 
the town of Kan-cheon-foo, in which both the desuils and the 
Reformed Franciscans have stations, Ilere we found a custom- 
house, being the first wo had seen since our departure from 
Canton, Every morning, at about two hours after sunrise, the 
ships lying here are searched, and compelled to pay the duties 
required. ‘hose which arrive after that thne are obliged to 
wait till the next day. Tlaving given notice that wo wore in the 
service of the Emporor, and on otf way lo the imperial conrt, 
we were not delayed nor troubled by any search. Wo had not, 
however, continued aur voyage for more than an hour when out 
sailors went ashore to perform t saorifice, jn which they offered 
hp different animals and counterfeit paper-monvy, which Inst 
they burn, believing that in another world it will bo changed 
into good coin. ‘This was done beeause wa were about to entor 
a part of the vfyer rendered vory dangerous by a multitude of 
rocks, against which the cutrent breaks with great viulenee, 
Ships are hare in imminent dangor of being Jost; and it requires 
great experience and dexterity in the sailors lo steor a santo 
aourse, especially ata spot called Shee-pali-tan, or * aighiteen 
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breakers,” upon which the waves dash with fearful inipetuosity, 
It was for protection against this peril that,the sailors offered 
sacrifices and prayers to their idols. ‘ 

. On their return én board they bound up some bundles of aro. 
matic wood and burnt them as incense in honour of thelr gods, 
Ino sooner perceived this than Iran, snatched them away, and 
threw thom into the water; setting up e crucifix in thelr stead, 
A mumur immediately arose among tho sailors; but it sub-, 
sided upon their boing toldsby our converted servant that this 
was the image of our God, who was omnipotent; and that-the 
vessel being thus placed under his protection, no unfortunate 
accident need be feared. 

Soon after, the river narrowéd to only two hundred and sixty" 
paces in breadth, and we arrived in tho midst of those dyeaded 
yocks, where wo behold with no small apprehension the fury of 
the waves that dashed upon thom, and the danger in which our 
vessel was, owing to the irresistible power of the current, Our 
sailors, however, managed their oars and rudder so admirably, 
that they preserved us. ‘Tho rocks under water are the most 
perilous. I saw one of the boats strike upon one of them, and 
instantly become a wreck. At length, after passing two whole 
days amid these dangors, we were very thankful to find ourselves 
safely beyond them, Six of tho vessels of our convay were lost, 
and the one in which we were narrowly eseapetl, 

While continuing our course upon this river wo witnessed a 
mode of fishing much practised in China, and a most intresting 
sight it was, ‘Tho fishermé employ o certain kind of birds 
called loo-soo, which are vather larger than a duck, and havo a 
neck asdong as that ofa goose, As they are quile black, they 
also bear the none of shew-c-laou, which signifies water-crow, 
Tho fisherman takes them in his boat, and whon he sets them at 
liberty they swim upon the water, and at tho sight, of a fish thoy 
dive and securo it in thelr bouks, A ring is put upon their 
necks, which will allow them to swallow the smullor fish, but 
not the Jarger, When the fisherndun porceives that their throats 
are filled with fish, he thrusts info the water a Jong pole, upon 
which these birds havo been trained to climb and return into the 
boat ; he then squeezes their thronts to make them disgorga their 
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prey, and every time this is done he obtains about lwo handfuls 
of fish. ‘he greajor the number of these birds o fisherman pos- 
sessea, the richer is he considered to bo; for thu oxpense of keep- 
ing them is a mere nothing, as the smaller fkh which they catal 
afford them in genornl sufficiont food. I remarked, also, that when 
these loo-soo have dived, they rise to the surface of the water 
with their prey in their beak, and romain arly a quarter of mn 
hour before they phinge again to swallow thoir food. TTence it 
would appear they are taught by imstinot that it would be dan- 
gerous for thom to swallow a fish before it is dead, 


CIAPTER VIII 


* 


Dangers of Medical Practice—Missiqnary Pride—Foundlings 
Mrhomedans,, . 


We arrived on Chvistmas-day at Nan-chang-foa, which is the 
capital of the province of Kian-sy, and were soon afterwards 
visited by Father Simoy, a Potluguese Jesuit, who informed ug 
that ho was in. hourly expectation of the arrival of a lay-brother 
from Peking. On the following day the wenther was so rough 
that we could not erdss the river, which is here a mile and a half 
broad. We thus returned Father Simoy’s visit, and while we 
were at dinner we received the intelligence that the brother 
above named had been robbed at a place called Lo-hua, about 
twelve miles distant. Tlaving some skill in the medical art, he 
had been commanded by the Emperor to visit his twentieth son, 
who was ill, Hither from not understanding the disorder, ox 
from reluctance to give pain to the monarch, he pronounced that 
there was no danger, Not long after, the prince died, and the 
lay-brother was kicked, cuffed, and beaten so severely, by order 
of the Emperor, that he fell sorionsly il] in consequence, and was 
now repairing to Macao, on leave of absenco, This must not 
aurprise my readers, for I can add that, while in Peking, 1 was 
acquainted with some medical men who, having attended ono of 
the imperial family, and not hating succeeded in their treatmont 
of the case, received a severe flogging, by the Emporor’s com: 
mand, and, still smarting from the lashes, wore sent to prison, 
loaded with heavy chains, Tortunately for them, another moms 
ber of the imperial family was taken ill, and they were ordered 
to attend the patient during the whole of his illness, without, 
however, being freed from their chains, TIaving succocded this 
time in effecting a cure, they were set free, but on condition 
that they must continue to wear round their necks a small chain 
fastened with a clasp, asa warning for the future, Tanght by 
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these and many other similar occmrences, tho Jesuits, who were 
in the Emperor’s. service as mathematicians, painters, watch- 
makers, surgeons, or in other enpacitics, would never nndgrtake 
to serve him as physicians. 

Upon leaving Nan-chang-foo, we no Ionger travelled by water, 

put in litters, our attendants following on horseback ; and thus, 
on the Ist of January, 1711, wo entered thé city of Kiaou-kian- 
foo. At the inn whera wo gtopped for the pight, with the assist 
ance of an interpreter, T gntered into conveisation with tho host 
and his son, upon the principles of the Christian religion, and 
they both appeared so convinced of its truth that they requested 
to be baptized, But as I jadged that in so short a timo it waa 
impossible that thoy could fully’ understand tho nature of tho 
subject, I left them a book, in Chineso, on the Christian faith, 
and directed them where to find a missionary who would baptize 
them, . 
These two conversions filled mo with great joy, as they were 
the first I had made, I may here take occasion to observe that, 
if our European missionaries in China would conduct thenmelves 
with less ostentation, and accommodate their manners to persons 
of all ranks and conditions, the mumber of converts would be 
immensely increased ; for the Chinese possess excellent natural 
abilities, and ere both prudent and docile, But, unfortunately, 
our missionaries have adopted the lofty and pompous mamer 
known in China by the appollation of “‘Ttisujen.”  "Cheir gar- 
ments are mado of the richest materials; they go nowhere on 
foot, but always in sedans, on horteback, or in boats, and with 
numerous attendants following them. With « few honourable 
exceptions, all tho missionaries live in this manner 5 end*thua, ag 
they never mix with the peoplt, they maka but few eouverts, 
The diffuston of our holy religion iu these farts has been almost 
entirely owing to tho catechists who wre in their sorviee, to 
other Christians, or to the distribution of Chriulian books in the 
Chineso language, ‘Thus, there is searcoly a single missionary 
who can boast of having madd a convert by his own preaching, 
for they merely baptize those who have been already converte 
hy others; and, in the absence of misstouaries, infints, aged per- 
sons, and those that are sick, are baptized by nutive Christians, 

On the 18th I lad the happiness of finding, in the open coun. 
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try through which we passed, a castaway child about fo 
days old, I instantly ordered two persons who wera with me té 
ascertain whether the infant waa alive; and, npon Anding that it 
still breathed, I endeavoured to procure a little water to baptize 
it, But, strange to say, although Thad hitharto travelled with 
several villages constantly in sight, nono was within our roach at 
this moment where*we might obtain water, neither was there a 
brook or a spring, Jn consequence pf this, T had ihe child care. 
fally pineed 1 in my Hitter till Ave arrivest at tho iim ealled « Pey- 
suy-kaou,” where we were to lodge for the night, Tero I put 
on my surplice and stole, and taking the oil, which I always 
carried with me, I conscorated the water; after this T baptized 
the infant; which, being 0 ght, Lresolvet fo name Muy, i in 
order to offer to the Holy Virgin this my first-begotten in the 
Lord, Upon my dgparture I left twelve shillings, partly ny 
own and partly contributed by the Christians of the plaee, for 
her support, intending to send moro from Peking if sho lived: 
but this was not necessary—the child died soon after; and thus 
went, without trouble, to be happy with God in heaven. 

There is nothing unusual in seving children thus abandoned ; 
it oceurs daily throughout this vast empire, Whon mothers are 
poor, and have large families, or observe any dofect upon the: 
body of an infant, ov any indication of an illness likely to be» 
come troublesome and expensive, they east away the litle cren- 
ture without remorse, This orvel enstom is also generally 
practised by unmarried women who have children, and especially 
by the memhers of a sect cafled Necoo, who pretend to live in 
spotless chastity. The poor infants are sceretly thrown into a 
river, Br left near the publit ron, in the hope that some passenger 
may take pity an them ond eatry thom home. ‘This comotimes 
happens, but generally the unfortunate beings are devoured by 
wild beasts, Not farfrom the walls of Peking, I myself’ saw one 
infant under tho paws of a dog, and another betwaon the tooth 
ofa hog. By a charitable qrovision of the Kanperor, carts ave 
sent round the walls of his imvfense capital every morning in 
order to collect castaway infints, and carry them to a certain 
‘temple, whore a number of women are employed to nurse them 
at his expense ; hut, awing to the want of propor attention, out 
ofa hundred of these numerous ill-fated children, scarcely ten 
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survive. Well acquainted with this state of things, the Jesuits 
have appointed 2 Clunese Christian to baptize all the infants 
that are bronght to that temple. ‘Lo do this, however, fay are 
obliged to obtain pormission from the bonds, which they must. 
purchase with money. Tn this manner not less than three thou- 
sand children are baptized avery year, 

Tn other cities in China, whore no such receptacle as this 
temple oxists, the unfortupato little beings are Ieft a prey to 
wild beasts; for it rarely }iappens that any one of them ts mre. 
served by the compassion of a stranger, J was'so deoply afleated 
by this hat I resolved to devoto the vent of a small house at 
Naples to the support of a catcchist, charged with the care of 
baptizing such infants every morning ; hoping that tho example, 
however humble, might induce other porsons to contribute moro 
effectually for the same purpose, x 

The next day was spent at the same place where I had bap- 
tized the little foundling ; the river being considered dangerous, 
in consequence of numerous masses of ice, which might have 
come in contact with the vessel. At length we crosserl it safely, 
breaking with our oars the ico which had begua to form near the 
banks. Before starting we had, howover, to wait a long time, 
because the officer appointed to conduct us had repaired toa 
temple of idols to sacrifice various animals and implore a good 
passage, ‘This circumstance I only mention to shame many 
Christians, who are Jess eager to pray to their true God than 
these pagans to thelr filso ones, 

In these parts wo saw for tho fitst timo a great many Maho- 
medans; and I afterwards undorstood that they are to be found in 
every province of the ompire. It iswaid that thoy ontorett Ching 
from the west, in formor times,*when foreimers werd permitted 
to pass the frontiers; and that they came from dia, ‘Chey 
formed connexions with the Chinese, and tholr descendants have 
increased to such an extent that they aro now fir more mme- 
rous than tho Christians, They have their temples, or mosynes, 
in which they meet Lo perfornt the rites of thir religion. 'Thoy 
wear the Chineso costume, with the exception of the lower 
orders, who are distinguished by a kind of enp of while eluth, 
pointed at the top: they also allow thoir mustachios to grow. 
They live with the Chinese in perfect harmony. 


v 
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On arriving at Ool-she-poo I inquired of one of the Moora 
what he adored? “ Pahy-choo” [the Lord], haanswered. ‘What 
Lord?” said I, “Tah-se-yang-te-choo ” [the Lord of Europe}, 
he replied. ‘Do you not worship Tien” [Leavon]? T resumed, 
“ Poo-pahy-tien-pahy-choo” (I do not worship IIoaven, but the 
Lord], he replied, with somo resontment. Father Fabri asked 
the same questions of two othor gi and he reoeived similar 
answers, 

When we were within oneday’s journey of our destination, 
messenger brought us an order to stop, because the Emperor 
was abseut from Peking, and did not wish us to sce any of tho 
Europeans before wo wore presented to him; bul, the (lay after, 
we wove commanded to proceed, and aecordingly wo reached the 
capital on the Sth of January, about noon, 
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Introduction to the Wmperor—Rhe Ko-tow—Climate and Clothing —Abun- 
dance of Game—Chinese Stoves*~-Deseription of Peking, 
. 


Bure safely arrived in Peking, to which elty the mporor had 
returned, we were, by his command, immediately conducted to 
the palaco, without boing permitted to seo any of the Kuropenns, 
After remaining for somo timo in an apartment with a numbor 
of mandarins, we were shown into a spagjous open hall, where 
the chief eunuch came to mect us, and made us sit down upon 
cushions, which are used by the Tartars, who do not sit like us, 
or like the Chinese, but with their legs crossed. When wo had 
taken our seats, the ounuch and the mandarins standing, two 
large golden bowls, one full of meat, the othor of fish, were 

. brought to us, with the intimation that tho whole was sent by 
the Wan-Sui, which signifies tho life of ton thousand years, 
which is one of the titles of his Imporial Majesty, and that it 
came from his own tablo, Such being the case, we were ordered 
to go on our kneos, which is tho universal custom upon receive 
ing any thing direct from his Majesty. Then, taking the two 
bowls, we were obliged to raise ther on high in our hands, and 
perform the ko-low, that is, bend the head to the ground in sign 
of thanks for the great favour thus vonferred upon us, Aftor 
sitting down again wo declined ‘tasting tha meal, saying that, 
being Friday, our roligion forbado it, aud wo partook of tho 
other things. We wore thon asked whethor we had come pro+ 
pared to serve tho Emperor, oven unto death; and wo roplied 
that such was exactly our wish, 

When tho dinner was over We were presentet to his Majeaty 
in his private apartments. Je was seated, after the fashion of 
the Tartars, on a divan covered with velvot; and had before 
him asmall table, upon which were placed some books and writ- 
ing materiale, Upon his right and loft were some European 
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mnissionaries, with some eunvels, having their fect close together 
and their arms hanging down, which, in China, is a sign of 
modesty and respect. Following the instructions reccived from 
the mandarins, as soon as we wore within sight of tho Emporor, 
wea hastened our steps to the divan on which ho was seated ; and 
there we stood a few moments, with closed feet and arms hang. 
ing down, Then, ata signal given by the master of the cero. 
monies lowering his hand, we bent oyr knees; and, after remain. 
ing a short timo in this pofition, at gnother signal we inclined 
slowly our heads Hill we touched the ground with the forehead ; 
and this was repeated a second and a third timo. After these 
three prostrations we arose to our feot, and then we again re- 
peated ‘them in the same maiiner, till thoy amounted to nine. 
This homage is called zah-lee, that is, the great or solemn cere- 
mony. Subsequently, when we went into the presence of the 
Emperor, which was a frequent occurrence, we only knelt once; 
excepting at certain annual solemnities, such as the Emperor's 
birth-day, the first day of the year, and somo few other occa. 
sions, when the nive prostrations wove indispensable, 

After these ceremonies his Majesty asked which of us had made 
any progress in the Chinese Janguage, as he had been informed 
by the mandarins appointed to attend us that one of the five had 
flone so, IIe was answered that I was tho one. Te then ine 
quired our names, country, and profession, and whether we had 
brought any new mathematical works with us, Ile also ordered 
Siguor Pedrini to play some music; put some questions to Signor 
Fabri concerning mathomattes; and said something to me about 
painting. To this point the conversation had been kept up hy 
meansof interpreters, ‘ke Emperor now commanded me to 
anawer the next question in Chinese, expressing myself as well 
ag I could. Ife addressed me very slowly, employing many 
synonymous words, in order that I might understand him; and 
was very pationt with me, making me repeat the words, till at 
length he mado out what I meant, ‘The question was as to the 
cause of Cardinal de Towrnon’s ccath at Macao. At the termi. 
nation of the audience we were obliged to hasten out of the apart- 
ment as quickly as possible, which is a mark of respect paid to 
the Emperor. Waving thus left the presence, I was informed 
by the mandoring, that it was his Majesty’s pleasure that 1 
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should go to the Palace to print; avd, accordingly, I entored 
upon my duty on tha following day. 

‘The city of Peking was once called Se-yun-tien-fu; bn, it 
yeceived its presont appellation when the cthperors of Chinn 
removed the government from Nanking to the north of the 
empire, in order to oppose the incursions of the 'Tartars, Ag 
Nanking means south royal residence, thus Peking signifies 
north royal residence ; the word Nan meaning south, Le north, 
and Aing royal residence, It lies inaw plain which stretches to 
the south for more than ton’ days’ joumncy withott interruption, 
whilst at no great distance towards the north it is bounded by 
yery numerous mountains, Owing to this extensive plain on 
the south, and this multitude of mountains on the north, Poking 
is exposed to deadly heat in summer, and sovore cold in winter, 

The transition from one extreme to tha other, ‘however, tg 
slow and gradual, so that the Chinese of the Upper classes go on 
changing their clothes all the year round. In summex they 
wear a cotton shirt, a waistcoat of light ko-poo, linen, a looso 
gown of tho same material, called ppow-z00, axl over this a 
light silk speucer, called why-ttao. When the leat bugins to 
decrease they exchongo the ko-poo for a sort of crapo called 
shah, and this again for satin; and, as the weather gets cool, 
they wear the ppow-zoo lined, and tho why-(tao wadded, then 
both these garments wadded, after which they adopt the furs of 
ermine, sable, and fox, in the same gradation, In tho depth of 
winter, besides having both the ppow-zoo and why-ttao lined 
with foxes’ skin, they wear an underewaistcoat of Inmbs’ skin, 
and the loose gown over it wadded; and when it snows they put 
on a long cloak covered over with sealgkin. In spite of aettt 
they still shiver with cold; and Count Ismailof, the Russian 
ambassador, told me that ho and all his suit Ithd been obliged to 
add garments to thoso thoy had beon accustomed to wear, as tho 
cold was far more inlenso here than at Moscow, 

During the period of frost, that is, from Octobor till March, 
Northern ‘Tartary sends to the ¢apital an enormous quautity of 
game, consisting chiefly of stags, haves, wild-Lonrs, pheasants, 
and partridges; whilst Southorn Tartary furnishes a great abun- 
dance of excellent sturgeon and othor fish, all of which boing 
‘frozen, can casily be kept during the wholo wintor. At the close 
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of the old year, and the, beginning of tho new, huge henps of 
game and fish are exposed for snle in tho streets, anc it is sur. 
prising to see how cheap thoy aro sold. “For soven or oight 
silvor tchens, whch are equivalent to four shillings, one may, 
buy a stag; for a trifla more a wild-boar; for fivo halfspenca, f 
pheasant; and so on in tho same proportion. During the wintey 
it never rains at Peking, and it snows but seldom and sparingly, 
From March to June there aro occasional showers; but in Ji uly 
and August it rains copiously. 5 a 
Stoves are irr use in Peking, not, Jiowever, such as I have seoy 
in Germany, Iolland, and Kugland, standing in the room, like 
small ovens: here they are placed without the room, and the 
heat is transmitted to tho apartment through pipes, which ry 
completely under the floor, By the European method of wary 
ing houses, our heals may be hot while our feet are cold, whereas 
in Pekiug the feet “ive always well warmed, and a moderate heat 
alike porvades' every part of the room. Wood is very searoe, 
but there are mountains in tho neighbourhood which appear 
entirely composed of coal like that of England; and this is the 
fuel in general use. While I was living in Peking some Mus. 
covites arrived who had never been there boforoe. They built 
themselves stoves of the European kind, supposing that they 
wae to be preferred; but soon pereciving their orror, they 
pulled them down, and adopted those of the Chinese, ‘They 
likewise discovered that the exponse of heating their own stoves 
exceeded that of the Clrinese » hundred-fold: for in thely own 
they were obliged to use 4,great deal of wood, which at Peking 
is exceedingly dear; whereas the cost of fuel for tho Chinese 
~ctexa isa mere trifle, conls being very chenp, and tho chimneys 
not more than a foot square, and two feet doap. In the southern. 
part of China, thorland being universally cultivated, thore is but; 
little wood; and as tho oxpense of conveying coals would ba | 
very grent, dry leaves, grass, weeds, and evon the dung of ani. ; 
mals, are used for fuel. The ground is dry and healthy, ; 
The quantity of rice produged ia not considerable; but this, : 
as well as the other necessarics not found here, are abundantly 
supplied from other parts of the empire; and for their transport 
the present Emperor furnishes, at his own expense, nearly al 
thousand vessels of burden. oe 
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Thore is also a want of fruit, tho Yuantity grown not being 
sufficient for so great a population ; but this deficiency is remedied 
in the same manner, from the country about Peking. The 
quinces ave larger than ours, and of oxquisite’ favour; and tho 
apples and pears are 80 wholesome that they are givon uncooked 
to sick persons, In Peking the price of these fruils is moderate ; 
but, being of an excellent quality, they are carefully packed in 
paper, and ,sent to Canton, where they aro sold at one silver 
tchen a-pieco, which is equal to fiveshalf-pence of our money. 
They consist almost entirely of juice, so that when dried in the 
aun, as is done in urope, nothing but the rind remains, whieh 
is quite unfit for eating, ‘hero are two or threo kinds of plums, 
which ave tolerably good ; the chesnuts avo small, and tho other 
nuts resemble our own, ‘Cho cherries are wild and small, and 
have litile pulp. ‘< 

The grapes are good, but they are only eaf’n. Formerly they 
were mace into wine, as may be seen in manusoript books, where 
the word Ppoo-tow-tsien occurs, which signifles grape-wine ; but 
they now make their wine of a kind of rice, which is bruised and 
compressed into solid cakes for the purpose, and ensily conveyed 
to any distance for sale. When used, these 1ic0-cakes are broken, 
and put into vessels with hot water, and fermented, ‘Cho liquor 
thus produced might bo mistaken for excellent grape-wine. It 
js made sweet or acid at pleasure by the addition of certain herbs 
introduced during’ the fermentation, and a colour (yellow, light, 
or dark) is given to itas required, In consequence of this uso 
of ile, very little care is taken to cyjtivate the vine, ‘The Ku. 
ropeans, however, employ ginpe-wine to colebrate mass; but 
from the watery nature of the grape, or from some otlior caaaee 
during the heat of swumor this wine Jormonts and turns sour, 
on account of which some of tho missionaries causo it to be 
boiled. 

Poking is composed of two distinel citica, one being ealled tho 
Tartar city, the other the Chinese. ‘Che Tartar olty ia 20 named 
bechuse it 1s inhabited by ‘Tartarg, and by those who, though not 
Tartars, are enrolled in tho Ki-hiu-ti, or cight bands which con- 
stitute the Tartar troops. The Chinese city is inhabited by 
‘Ohinesa alone. It may be propor to obsorve that the district 
now called the Tartar city was in former times inhabited by the 
BQ 


52 HALLS ILA IDLING Louar 





eunuchs in waiting, who fhmounted to ten thousand; but undé 
the present dynasty it is inhabited, as I have said, by Tavinrs 
and Chinese of the Ki-hiu-tii The onntechs, now about siz 
thousand in number, live ontirely within the walls of the palace; 
The Tartar city is square, and oneireled by a yellow wall. Tey 
within this yellow wall that the imperial palaco is situated, but 
it is surrounded again by another wall, moro lofty than that af 
the city, and of vast oxtont. ‘Tho inhabitants within, amount ty 
a great multitude; for besides the'six thousand eunuchs, there § 
in the seraglio™ vast assembly of women, of whom tho Emperot 
alone knows the number. There is also within the imperial, res. 
dence a great numbor of Tartars who aro in tho service of the 
Emperor’s sons, each of whom has his separate court; so that 
this palace may be very well considered as a third division, and 
Peking described ag containing three distinet cities. 

The Tartar city“has nine gates, and each side of it is thre 
miles in length, ‘The Chinese city, which is also walled, joins the 
northern wall, which separates it from the ‘Tartars. It is of the 
same size, but of a different form, being longer from cast to west 
than from north to south; and it is more densely peopled with 
the middling and Jower classes than the other eity. Tn its four 
sides there are soven gates; and thus Peking has in all sixteen 
gates, and outside every gato there is a large suburb, ‘Tho two 
cities together are twenty-one miles in circuit, according to a 
measmement made by the command of the Emperor, If to the 
circumference of twenty-one miles be added the suburbs and 
environs, which are also,very populous, particularly those to- 
wards the west, through which nearly the whole commerelal 

~tafic of the Chinese capital passes, some iden may bo formed of 
the vast size of this city, ‘Che palace, standing in tho midst of 
the Tartar city, ag alrendy stated, has a southern aspect, and is 
in ahape an oblong square, two miles in length, ono tn breadth, 
and six in circumference. ‘The walls are enclosed and protected 
by a broad and deep ditch. ‘There are threo gates on eagh sida, : 
that in the centre being opened for the Emporor only, that to. 
wards the south for the heiv-apparent, and tho third for general | 
use, These gates ave guarded night and day by soldiers, Within, 
and above these defences rises another wall, forming, as It werg,. 
au inner palace, in which reside the Emperor, his Jadies, the; 
d 
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women in,waiting, the eunuchs, and ae imporial fumily. ‘here 


is also o spacious garden, into which no one is admitted without 
an express permission from tho sovercign. Thgse thus favoured, 
upon entering, wrile down their names, and upon leaving it blot 
them out, The splendour of the palace is equal to its extent; 
and though constructed according to the singular architeaturo of 
the Chinese, which resembles no other, exeépt porhaps, in » 
slight degree, the Gothic, yettho whole is pleasing, and contains 
much that is excellent, and even wonderful, 
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CITAPTER X. 


Oil-Painting—Chinese Delicagjes—The ‘New' Year—Pavental Authovity— 
Jealousy—Pynishment by Proxy—Women’s Feet-—Visiting-Cards, 


AcconDine to the command of his Majesty, on the 7th day of 
February I went to the palace, and was conducted to the room 
of the oil-painters, who were the pupils of a certain Gerardino, 
the first who introduced the art of painting in oil into China. 
After giving me agpolite reception, these gentlemen offered me 
brushes, colours, and canvas, that I might proceed to paint in 
their presence, Tor their paintings in oil they do not employ 
canvas, but cores paper, with no further preparation than a mere 
wash of rock-alum water. ‘This papor is often sold in sheets as 
large as a blanket, and is so strong that I was not able to tear it. 
Being aware of my want of skill in the art of design, I had never 
ventured to paint any subject of my own invention, limiting my 
ambition to the production of moderate copies; but as copies aro 
not at all esteemed by the Chinese, I found myself in no slight 
difficulty, I however took courage on observing that all the 
other painters, to the mumbor of seven or eight, painted nothing 
but landscapes with ChiNese houses, the Imperor caring but 
ittle for pictures of figures, as I was afterwards informed, 
Landseape-painting boitf by no means impossible to any one 
who possesses a moderate Knowledge of drawing the human 
figure, I recommended my efforts to tho direction of God, and 
began to do what I had never before undertakon. applly my 
sticcess was such that the Emperor was very well satisfied, ‘Thus 
T continued to paint till the month of April, when his Majesty 
was ‘pleased to command that*I should betake myself to on- 
graving. : 

Tt is the custom that all who enter the service of the monarch’ 
should maka him some present. Not to be wanting in this duty, 
we three of the Propaganda presented our offering, which con- 
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sisted of pbout thirty articles of voRe kinds, the greater part 
of which he accepted. Tho presents consisted of medicines, 
liqueurs, confectioncry, and similay things, ’ 

The Emporor sent annually to the European missionaries in 
Peking a good supply of vonison, hares, pheasants, fish, and deer. 
sinews, a8 a new yent’s gift, ‘Chis was also dono for the present 
year, with an express command that we three*should receive our 
due share, Tlaving mentionéd deor-sinews, I must add that they 
are collected, dried, and preserved for a long, time in small 
bundles as an article of food, ‘When thoy aro t6 be enten, they 
are first softoned in water, and then cooked, ‘They form a dish 
which occupies the second placd of honour at a Chinese table, 
the dish prized beyond all others consisting of swallows’ nests, 
which ave foynd in tho rocks and mountains of certain islands 
near Canton, ‘These nests are not composed, of mud, like those 
in our country, but of a kind of white paste, which, though taste. 
Jess in itself, on being prepared with broth and condiments, 
acquires 0 taste extremely delightful to the Chinese palate, Tho 
flesh of dogs forms the dish held next in estimation by the 
Chinese, and these animals are therefore kept and fed for their 
tables, 

Uaving mentioned the Chinoso new year, which is called 
Chin-yue, it may be proper to add that the Chineso calculate 
their year by the moon, and not, as we do, by the sun, They 
begin it with tho new moon, which falls upon tho 15th dogree 
of Aquarins, anawering to the 5th of February. They count 
twelve months, one having twentytnine days, and the other 
thirty; but every flye years they correct this lunar year by 
adding a month, and then they arrivo-sg tho same point ae TiOko™ 
who calculate by the sun. Da$s aro counted from ono mid. 
night to another, and aro divided into twelvo parts, so that one 
of their hours is equal to two of ours, 

The commencement of the year in China reminded me of the 
carnival amongst us, for it 4s colebyated in tho samo manner with 
games, feasts, theatrical representations, and other amusements, 
A few days before this festive period begins, the tribunals aro 
closed, and sealed with tho imperial seal, and are not ro-oponed 
tll » few days after its termination. Idols painted upon paste- 
- board are affixed to the doors of the houses ; and the quantity of 
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fireworks displayed at nid time, in all parts of China, is truly 


astonishing. It may indeed be affirmed, without exaggeration, 
that on the night in which the old year terminates, and the now 
year begins, there is more gunpowder consumed in China than 
throughout all Europe during the whole twelve months, On 
the Jast evening of the old year, children kneel down before their 
parents, younger brothers before the elder, and servants before 
their masters, performing: all the ceremonies which the custom 
of the country requires, an which cpnsist of bows and prostra- 
tions too tediou8 for description. ‘These rites are also observed 
between husbands and wives, and amongst the various grades of 
the female sex. The same homage which is rendered by childron 
to their parents, the latter offer before the portraits of thety de- 
ceased ancestors, Jl this is done in strict observance of an 
ancient custom of the country, namely, the profound reverence 
of the young towards the aged; and it is done with such supor- 
stitious exactness, that for any one who has not been a witness, 
as I have been, it is not easy to believe, or even to comprehend, 
One day as I was talking in my own house with a mandarin 
who had come to pay me a visit, his son arrived from a distant 
part of the empire upon some business relating to the family, 
When he came in we were seated, but he immediately went down 
upon one knee before his father, and in this position continued 
to speak for about a quarter of an hour, I did not move from 
my ohair, till, by the course of conversation, I discovered who 
the person was, when I suddenly arose, protesting to the man- 
darin that I would stand unless he allowed his son to ait down 
also. A lengthened contest ensued, the futher saying that he 
“wours quit his seat if I gentinued to stand; I myself deolaring 
that it was” impossible-for me { sit while his son was kneeling 
and the son protesting that before his father he must remain on 
his knees, At last, however, I overcame every seruple, and the 
mandarin signified to his son by a sign that he might be acated. 
He instantly obeyed, but he retreated to a corner of the room, 
where,he tintidly sented himself upon the edge of a chest. A. year 
after this, the son again came to visit me, having now become a 
mandarin himself. I offered him the seat of honour which was 
dus to him, but he refused it, saying that it did not become him 
to take the same seat which, as I might remember, his father 
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had ogoupied the year before. Adbordingly, whon an emperor 


dies, his son nover sits upon the same throne, but upon that 
which had been used by his grandfather. A . 

Not only are children thus submissive to their parents, but, as 
before observed, younger brothers to tho elder, Being one day 
out of Peking in attendance upon the Emperor, I was visited by 
a boy of about twelve or thirteen yenrs of ige, accompanied by 
his brother, who was a chifd of about five or six yenrs old, yory 
lively and interesting, I psked the Jatter several questions, which 
he answered with so much intelligence that I gave him a hand- 
kerchief; but no sooner was it offered than ho withdrew his 
hands, and put them behind him in sign of refusal, I asked him 
what he meant, when he replied, “ IXo-ko,” that is, older bro- 
ther.” I then desired his brother to permit him to take it, anda 
nod from him was sufficient for tho gay ang joyous child, who in- 
stantly took the gift and returned thanks, as the common people 
in China do to persons of high yauk, by kneeling down before 
me, and performing the Ko-tow, which is an inclination of the 
head down to the ground, 

I may add that tho Chinese women live entirely shut up by 
themselves in a remote apartment of their houses. Among 
persons of rank they are seldom allowed to go out, unless it be 
during the rejoicings of the new ycar, and even then they aro 
shut up in sedans, hoy aro indeed kept so strictly that they 
are not permitted to speak oven with the father or the brothers 
of their husbands, much less with their eles, or any other man, 
however close may be the relatiotship. Upon the occasion of 
the new yenr, the wife gocs with her husband to perform the 
above-mentioned ceremonies and heryago before her MTOR 
law and her own parents. She ‘iso performs theso duties on the 
birthdays of the anme rolatives; and except on these days, her 
father-in-law is not allowed elther to apeak to her ox enter her 
chamber, And here I will not omit the desortption of a prace 
tice which, whilo it proves the excellent social order of the 
Chinese, caused me to smile ‘when I heard of it, Ifa man, for 
careless conduct or any other fault, considers it his duty 10 cor- 
ret his daughter-in-law, as he cannot, according to the custom 
of the country, either enter her room or speak to her, and much 
less beat her, he summons his son before him, and after ye- 
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proaching him with the faulls of his wife, he bids him prostrate 


himself, and inflicts a severe flogging upon him. The son then 
rises upon his kneespand, touching the ground with his forehead, 
thanks his father for the castigation ; after which he goes to his 
wife, and repeats the correction exactly, giving her the same 
number of blows that he received from his father. 

From their inordinate jealousy arose the custom of crippling 
the feet of the women, in ordgr to renfler walking a torment, and 
induce them to remain at home. I was informed by Chinese 
that the first who discovered this stratagem was ono of thoir 
ancient emperors, who purposely hinted that nothing was moro 
beautiful in a woman than to jiave the smallest fect possible. 
This imperial opinion being made public throughout China, 
every husband desired that his wife should be in the fashion, and 
mothers sought to secgire to their daughters an imaginary beauty 
which it was found could le procured by arf, Accordingly, at 
the tender age of three months, female infants have their feot 
bound so tightly that the growth of this part of the body is en- 
tirely stopped, and they cannot walk without hobbling and 
limping; and if upon any occasion they endeavour to quicken 
their pace, they are in danger of fulling at evory step. Jéven 
when walking at a slow pace, they find it impossible to balance 
their bodies upon a support so small and disproportionate, and 
are consequently obliged to walk like ducks, waddling about 
froma right to left. In enses of marriage, the parties not being 
able to seo each other, tt is customary to send the exact dimen- 
sions of the lady’s foot to her intended, instead of sending him 
her portrait, as we do in Europe. In this particular, indeed, 
their taste is perverted toesuch an extraordinary degree, that [ 
knew a physician haired with a woman with whom he had 
no other intercourse but that of viewing and fondling hor feot. 

At the beginning of the new year, frends and acquaintances 
visit each other, leaving their names written on red cards, which 
are called Tia-zoo, It is worthy of remark that, although tho 
person visited be at home,-he may order his servant to say that 
he is not, without giving any offence to the visitor—overy one 
wishing at this time to enjoy himself at his leisure with his 
dearest relations and friends, 

‘The mandarins, all the year round, dress plainly, and always 
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in the same colours, wearing 2 phrple or black spencer, and a 
gown, either drab, buff, or somo other quiot colour, Red and 
yellow they never wear, these two ecolourg being prohibited as 
belonging to the imperial fumily. During the festal season, how- 
evoy, and on the Emporor’s birthday, tho mandarins are clothed 
in robes richly embroidered in gold, each bearing the peculiar 
badgo of his rank, Tho military mandarin’ are distinguished by 
the dragon, and the mandarins of Iearning and science by tho 
bird, which they wear embroidered upon thpir breasts. ‘Thus 
splendidly arrayed, they go to the palace to pay their homage to 
the Emperor, whom, howeyer, they do not see; but assembling: 
in vast numbers in a great open court, they perform their genu- 
flexions and prostrations while lhe remains seated upon his throno 
in the great hall, 

I witnessed this ceremony several tim&, and must say that it 
was very splendid and imposing. ‘Cho same sort of homage was 
also paid by all the Europeans, but separately, in another part of 
the palace, and never in company with tho mandarins. 
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CUAPTER XI, 


Sacrifice to Heaven — Fireworks The Emperor's Palace near Peking 
Landseape Gardoning-——Chinase Fattery, 


Onn morning, upon my going to the Palace ag usual, I reecived 
an order from the Emperor to attend ‘him at Chan-choon-yuen, 
a country residence about three miles from Peking, to which 
his Majesty frequently repaired, and spent fiom five to six 
months in the year, JA obedience to this command, I imme- 
diately set out for that place with Father Jartou, who was 
assigned to me as an interpreter; and on our arrival we were 
lodged close to the imperial palace, in the house of ‘Ttong-kew- 
kew, the emperor’s uncle, who was ordered to provide for our 
maintenance, Iis Majesty moreover every day sent me a horse 
to ride; but as i¢ was vicious and untamed, I left it for my 
attendant, so as not to expose my life to danger, and made uso 
of another which I kept at my own expense. In addition to 
this, I was obliged to find myself in clothing and other neces- 
saries out of the annual allowance of about forty pounds which 
I veceived from the Propaganda. The maintenance and the 
horse were granted to those Etopeans who were in immediate 
attendance on the Emperor; the others who resided in Peking, 
“althougti also in his Majestys service, were only allowed coals, 
rice, and other articl mounting to about twonty pounds 
a-year. : 

Shortly afterwards we accompanied his Majesty to Peking, 
where he remained threo days, for the celebration of the solomu 
sacrifice to heayen, worshipped by tho literary sect, of which tha 
Emperor is the head. Tor this yirpose two splendid temples 
are erected in Peking and Nanking, and in these the Emperor 
alone is entitled to sacrifice, in tho name of the whole of his 
people, Ifby any chance ho is prevented from porforming this 
function, his place is supplied by magistrates of the highest 
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the crime of high treason, and is pttnished accordingly. 

In these temples tho sacrifices consist of the immolation of 
vast numbers of sheep and oxen, accomp&nied by a variety of 
ceremonics, The Chinese prepare for these sacrifices by fasting, 
bathing, continence, and eating no flesh of animals slain during 
the fast, though that of animals killed befye may be caten, 

Upon our return to Ghan-choon-yuen, wo weio all invited 
by the Emperor to ‘witness the *lisplay of fireworks annually 
made to colebrate the few year. In the evening thorefore we 
all assembled in a Jarge open space within the enclosure of the 
imperial gardens. The Emperor was present, togother with his 
ladies, but concealed from public view. The grand spectacle 
commenced with what appearcd to be a great fountain of fire 
rising out of the ground. While this was burning, a great chest 
was raised into the air to the height of karly one hundred feet, 
and from thence it let down a splendid wheel of fire. This was 
no sooner out than a great column descended from the chest to 
the garth, consisting of an infinite number of little stars, and 
accompanied by four other columns formed of paper lanterns, 
all illuminated within, ‘This beautiful sight lasted a consider. 
able time, when another burning fountain appeared, nearly 
similar to the last; then a variety of columns of different shapes 
and colours, which also continued some time, keeping the spoc- 
tators in a state of enchantment, all the Juropeans admitting 
that they had never seen any thing so admirable in their own 
countries. ‘This part of the spectacle was succeeded by a pyro~ 
technic exhibition, which the Chineso call the war, being a dis- 
charge of numberless rockets, which move in opposite directione, 
and then strike against some boards, producing a nofse exactly 
similar to that of arrows shot from tyro contending armies, 
While this was going on, flaming fountains arose out of the 
earth in various directions, wheels and girandoles of fire wero in 
motion on all sides, and the uproar was completed by contined 
and powworful raports like volleys of artillery. ireworks, more 
or loss aplendid according ts circumstances, are also oxhibited 
on this occasion at the seats of persons of rank, for the amuse- 
ment and diversion of the ladies, and the lower orders in general 
are particularly fond of this amusement. 


| ei 





iat SOT Pe, See Peat Me Pe gee ere 





The Emperor’s country residence, called Chan-choon-yuen, 
which signifies “ eternal spring,” was built by Kang-hy himself 
for his recreation. It is situated in a plain, aud surrounded by 
other mansions, all df which ave enclosed within walls, and in- 
habited by his sons and the nobility. ‘Tho entrances to this 
palace and its grounds are always guaided by Tartar soldiers, 
who allow none to pass but the eunuchs, and thoso to whom 
permission has been gianted, in which case thelr names aro 
written down upon tablets. Dn arriving dt the gate, those who 
ave not known are asked Ko-poo-pee,’ signifying, what is your 
name? and if the name they give is inserted upon the tablets, 
they are permitted to enter. After going through a kind of 
open hall, another gate is reached, where some cunuchs writs 
upon 4 Jarge white board the names of those who go in, and 
efface them with a damp cloth when they come out. ‘In this 
manner they know wiiether any stianger stops in the palace after 
aceitain hour in the evening, when no one is peimitted fo re- 
main but eunuchs. The same precaution is taken in the im- 
perial palaces at Peking and Je-hol, in consequence of tho 
excessive jealousy with which the Emperor’s ladies are guarded. 

This, as well as the other country residences which I havo 
seen in China, is in a taste quite differout from the European ; 
for whoreas we seek to exclude nature by art, levelling hills, 
drying up lakes, felling trees, bringing paths into a straight line, 
constructing fountains at a great expense, and raising flowors in, 
rows, the Chinese on the contrary, by means of art, endeavour 
to imitate nature, Thus in these gardons there are labyrinths of 
artificial hills, intersected with numerous paths and roads, some 
stiaight, and others undulating; some in the plain and tho 
valley, otheis carried ovgysridges and to the summit of the hills 
by means of rustic wotk of stones and shells, ‘Iho lakes ara 
interspersed with islets upon which small pleasure-houses are 
constructed, and which ae reached by means of boats or bridges. 
To these houses, when fatigued with fishing, the Emporoy rotives 
accompanied by his Indies. ‘The woods contain hares, deer, and 
game in gréat numbors, and a cortain animal resombling’ the 
deer, which produces musk, Some of the open spaces aro sown 
with grain and vegetables, and are interspersed with plots of 
fruit trees and flowers. Wherever a convenient situation oftera, 


NR 
Jies a house of recreation, or « dwelling for the omuehs, ‘There 
js also: the sciaglio, with a Inge oyen space in front, in which 
ones a month a fair is held for the entortainment of the lacties; 
all the dealeis being the ounuchs themselvess who thus dispése of 
articles of the most valuable and exquisite desciiption. 

The Emperor was just about to sct out on a shooting and 
fishing excursion upon a lake in the plaigs of Peking, and all 
the Europeans cama from the capital to wish the monareh a 
pleasant journey. In’ this, as indeed in every othe: similar in- 
stance, we delivered our message to the mandayins on our knees, 
and they then onveyed it to their master. Upon the Emperor's 
return I again wont to Jo-hol, when his Majesty inquired whe- 
ther I had been every day with the painters, what 1 had done, 
and whether I had made any progress in the Chinese language, 
L replied that I had been daily at the palace, and stated what I 
had painted. With respect to the languge, he was informed 
that I made myself understood partly by woids and partly by 
signs, and that when these were not suflicient, I drew what I 
meant, Upon hearing this, he commanded that I should no 
longer have an interpreter, that I might thus be obliged to ex~ 
press my wants in Chinese. and so lean the Ianguage more 
quickly. ‘Che Emperor further ordered that Don Pedrini should 
come and lodge in the house of Tton-kew-kew, for the purpose 
of tuning the cymbals aud spinets, which his Majesty had in 
great numbots in all his palaces, When it was stated that Pe. 
drini did not understand the language, he replicd that was of no 
consequence, as cymbals were tuned) with the hands, and uot with 
the tongue, Towevor, he afterwards assigned I'ather Parrenin 
as interpreter to Pediini, 

Tho Emperor supposed himself tt\vo an excellent musician, 
and a still better mathematician; but thotgh ho had a tasta for 
the sciences and athor acquixements in goneral, he knew nothing 
of music, and seavecly understood the first olemonts of mathe- 
matics. ‘Chore was a cymbal or a spinct in almost every apart. 
ment, but neither he nor his ladies could play upon them: 
somatimos indeed with one of his fingors he touched a note, 
which was enough, according to tho extiayagant flattery prac. 
tised at tha court of China, to throw the by-standers Into eastasies 
of admiration, a8 I myself have often witnessed. I must say 
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that I was not a little surprised to find how Kang-hy, who was 
really a man of enlarged un‘ferstanding, believed all the oxag- 
gerated praises of his courtiers, and was childishly vain. This 
was perhaps to be attributed to the flattery that had been conti- 
nually lavished upon him since the eighth year of his age, when 
he began to reign. 

‘The Emperor one. day saw the portrait of a Tartar, which ho 
had ordered me to draw, and he said } was a good likeness, Io 
then commanded Pedrini to play on the’cymbals, and also ex~ 
pressed himself mach pleased with the performance. As a sign 
of his satisfaction, he afterwards sent us some eatables, a fivour 


which he subsequently often repeated. 
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CIIAPTER XII. 


Survey of China, Tartary,, and Coren—Qrder to engrave—Tall from a 
? Morse—Tartar Surgeon—Water Cure. 
’ 
For many years past the Emporor had despatched soveral 
Jesuits into the diferent provinces of China, with the injunction 
that they should make a correct survey of them. Wishing that 
‘Tartary should be equally surveyed, he confided the tnsk to 
Father Jartou, assigning him Father Tabri,as an assistant, 

‘The expense attending this undertaking was immense, for tho 
whole of the vast empike of China, Tartary, and nearly thirty 
tributary principalities and kingdoms, including Coren, were to 
be surveyed; the longitude being measured by means of long 
chains, and the latitude with mathematical instruments, Chis 
operation required the services of numerous individuals, super- 
intended by many mandarins, and lasted fourteen years. ‘The 
kingdom of Corea, however, and that of Thibet, could not be 
measured with much exactness; for the Coreans boing extremely 
jealous of strangers, would not admit Enropeans; and this part 
of the business was consequently executed by a mandarin, pur- 
posely instructed by the Jesuits, an¢@ then sent thither by the 
Emporor, under pretext of an embassy: even then they watehed 
every movement of the mandarin so closely, that he could not 
take a step without being observed by thaguards, who never left 
him, and wrote down all he said or did, ‘Thus, being unable to 
measure the longitude with » line, he could only calculate the 
miles by the how. ‘This ambassador, with whom Twas inti- 
mately acquainted, informed me that he hed only suceeded in 
taking tho sun’s altitude by syaking them believe that the in- 
strument he used was a aun-dial, and that ho stopped to look 
at it in order to ascertain the time, Although ‘hibet had been 
nearly conquered by the Emperor, it was still governed by the 
Lamas; his Majesty would not, therefore, for political reasons, 
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send thither any other persons thari two Lamas, but theso had 


been previously instructed{by the Jesuits, a 

‘The Emperor had long desired to have some ¢ne in his servica 
who could engrav# the geographical map above mentioned, THe 
accordingly inquired whether Pedrini, Tilisch, and 1 understood 
any thing besides music, mathematics, and painting. They replied 
in the negative; aad I said that I knew something of optics, and 
also the theory, though not the pragtice, of the art of engraving 
on copper with aquafortis, * Ilis Majesty was highly Pleased to | 
hear that, although I had not practised the art of engraving, I 
was ready to attempt it, and he immediately ordered that I should 
begin to engrave. In the shortest time possible, I, with » point, 
traced a landscape upon a plate coated over with Iamp-black, as 
a preparation for the aquafortis; and I had scarcely dono this 
when the Emporor sce to sce it, As subjects on plates thus 
prepared present a ery handsome appearance, the Emperor was 
delighted with it, and commanded his Chinese painters to draw 
a landscape, in order that I might aftorwards engrave it, As 
soon as it-was dono it was shown, together with tho original, to 
his Majesty, who expressed considerable delight and surprise at 
finding the copy so perfeetly similar to the original, without this 
being impaired; for this was the first timo that he had seen an 
engraving on copper, the Chinese making theirs by fixing the 
drawing on a block of wood, and cutting them both at once with 
a chisel, 

To avoid the heat of summer, which is always oxcessive in 
Peking, the Emperor Kang-hy had been accustomed to make 
excursions, by land and water, to the south of China. But as 
this diversion caused an expense which was extremely burden- 
somo to his subjects, hgdiad built himsclf'a country residence at 
Je-hol, in Tartarys“where he now usually resided from the 
beginning of May till the end of September, with an escort of 
about thirty thousand men, besides a great multitude of people 
who xesorted thither for the love of gain, or pleasure, T iyas 
commanded to follow him thither, together with Father ‘Tilisch, 
in the capacity of a mathematician ; Father Rod, in that of a 
surgeon; Father Parrenin, and Don Pedrjni, as interpreters. 
We allact out together on horseback, but, before we wore ont 
of the city, my horse slipped, and I was instantly thrown, re 


omar, x11] AT TUE COURT OF PEKING. 8? 





ceiving frightful wounds in my head ond otiter parts of my body. 
As my companions did not dare to sto, they recommended mo to 
thé care of two heathens, and left me fainting ip the streat, whore 
T remained in this state for a considerable time. 

When I recovered my senses, I found myself in a house, but 
every thing appeared dark and indistinct, and T felt as if T had 
fallen from my horse two months before. ‘Tit Emperor sent me 
a Tartar sturgeon, for hg anc: his congt were fully persuaded that 
for falls ‘Tartar surgeons were better than Europeans, And, to 
confess the truth, although the made of treatment was of a bar- 
barous description, and some of tho remedies appeared usoless, T 
was cured in a very short time, ‘This surgeon made me sit up 
in my bed, placing near me a largo basin filled with water, in 
which he put a thiek piece of ice, to reduce it to a freezing-point. 
Then stripping me to the waist, he made gno stretch my neck 
over the basin, and, with a cup, he continued for a good while to 
pour the water on my neck, The pain caused by this operation 
upon those nerves which take their rise from the pia-mator was 
80 great and insufferable, that it seemed to me unequalled, The 
surgeon said that this would stanch the blood and restore me to 
my senses, which was actually the caso; for in a short time my 
sight became clear, and my mind resumed its powers. 

Te next hound my head with a band, drawn tight by two men, 
who held the ends, while ho struck the intermediate part vigo- 
rously with a piece of wood, which shook my head violently, aud 
gave me dreadful pain, ‘This, if T romembor rightly, he snid 
was to set the brain, which he supposed had been displaced, Tt 
is true, however, that after this second operation my head felt 
moro free, 

A third operation was uow performed, during whieh ho nade 
mo, still stripped to the waist, walk in the open air, supported 
by two persons; and, while thus* walking, ho unexpectedly 
throw a bowl of freezing cold water over my breast. As this 
caused mo to draw my breath with great velemence, aud as my 
cheat had been injured by tho fall, it may be easily imagined what 
wore my sufferings under this infliction, ‘Tho surgeon informed 
me that, if any rib had been dislocated, (his sudden ant hard 
breathing would restore it to its natural position. * 7 

The next procecding was not less painful and oxtravagant. 
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The operator made me sit pon the ground ; then, assisted by two 
mon, he held a cloth upot} my mouth and nose till I was nearly 
suffocated, “ Thijs,” said the Chinese Esculapius, “ by causing 
a violent heaving of the chest, will foreo back any vib that may 
have been bent inwards.” 

The wound in the head not being deep, he henled it by stuffing 
it with burnt cotion, IIe then ovgored that I should continue 
to walk much, supported hy two parsons; that I should not sit 
long, nor be allowed to sleep befoye ten o’clock ‘at night, at 
which time, and not before, I should take a Httle hifan, that is, 
thin rice soup. This continued walking caused me to faint several 
times; but this had been foreseon by the surgeon, who had 
warned me not to be alarmed, THe assured me ibat these walks 
in the open air, while fisting, would prevent the blood from 
settling on the chest, where it might corrupt. These remedies 
were barbarous and excruciating ; but Iam bound in truth to 
vonfess that in seven days I was so completely restored as to be 
able to resume my journey into Tartary. 

On the very morning that I fell from my horse the Emperor 
three times sent a commission, consisting of two mandarins, 
three secretaries, and two physicians, to examine mo upon the 
subject of the accident. I constantly affirmed in my answers 
that the horse was excellent, and that I had fallen from my 
ignorance of horsemanship, I thus saved from punishment both 
the officer who had brought me the horse and the mandarins who 
had been charged with the arrangements of our journey, These 
poor men had lived in the greatest dread, fearing that some com- 
plaint might escape me, which, however slight, would cause 
their destruction, ror this reason they now conceived a great 
affection for me, and pon different occasions they rendered me 
important services, 
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CUAPTER XII. 


‘The Great Wall—Mountainnear Je-hol—Attenipts to ongrave—Deseription 
of Je-hol—The Emperor's Country Life. 


As his Majesty was now aware that 1 could not ride, he ordered 
that as soon as I was in a fil state to set out I should travel ina 
carriage, In this journey I passed the famous wall which divides 
China from Tartary, and well doscryes to be considered as a 
wonder of the world. ‘Tha Chinese say thgt itis more than ten 
thousand Jeo in length, which is equal to more than three thou- 
saud imiles; but I have been assured that it does not exceed 
fifteen hundred. Its course is not always evon, sometimes de- 
scending into deep valleys, at othors rising to tho top of lofty 
mountains. Its height constantly varies, being much greater in 
certain situations, especially in the valleys, whilst in some places 
it doos not rise higher than fifteen feot, In somo paris this wall 
is built entirely of stone, In others of brick, in others of stone 
and brick mixed; and such is its breadth, that carriages can 
drive along the top with ease. I was informed that the interior 
of the wall was filled up with carth, and that it was built of that 
breadth not only for convenience in fine of war, but also to faci- 
litate the transport of materials when it was building, as it would 
otherwise have been impossible to carry it over sleep and predi« 
pitous spots, Tt would in fact have beon bencath the advanced 
civilization of the Chinese to build a national barrio, passing 
over rocks, ravines, aud mountains, without providing a pasanga 
for horse and foot soldiers. 

Upon examining this work I was greatly astonished to find that 
although it was built moro thon eightcon lundyed years ago, it 
js still so perfect that it does not appear to hnvo beon finished 
above a century. It is decayed only in a fow places, and those 
dilapidations the Tartars, who are now in possession of China, 
do not trouble themselves fo repair, ‘hey only prasorve and 
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defend the gates through which there is much traffic. Under the 
native Chinese governmengone million of soldicxrs were employed, 
to guard and garrison this marvellous work, 

Before arriving at the wall we had entered a country diversi- 
fied with hills and plains; but on the other side of the gate 
nothing was to be seen but mountains, and the road lay through 
valleys and defiles, which appeared walled between the heights 
on cither side, Until we had reach J g-hol I did not observe a 
single Tartar habitation, but only some inns erected'by the Chi- 
nese for the accfmmodation of travellers since the Emporor had 
removed his residence thither, Besides these, at intervals of 
about fifteen miles, there are palaces surrounded by walls, which 
ave used by the Emperor and his concubines on his way to Je- 
hol and back. Among these mountains the mornings were so 
cold that it was necessary to wear furs; but when the sun had 
risen the heat became insupportable. Near Je-hol Ione day had 
the pleasure of ascending a mountain higher than the rest, and 
was much surprised at the extraordinary appearance of the sum- 
mits around, which looked like the waves of a boundless sea--a 
spectacle, perhaps, without a parallel in the whole world. T'rom 
this situation I also beheld one of those sports of nature at onee 
so unaccountable and so stupendous, which I have desertbed in 
the journey from Canton to Peking; but this was much moro 
lofty, and of a different form, resembling the fubulous club of 
Leveules, 

After twenty days’ journey we arrived safely at Je-hol. On 
the following day I went to the palace to return thanks for the 
surgical assistance sent me by the Emperor, which I did by 
means of the Ko-tow, this ceremony being unayoidable whenever 
the Emperor has conferred any’ favour, however trifling. Upon 
this occasion I was “given to understand that I must finish the 
copper-plate upon which I was employed, and immeiintely after 
take off prints from it, Of the art of engraving with aquafortis 
T knew no more than what I had learned in a single lesson given 
me by an artist at Rome in compliance with the wishes of a friend 
who, as if by providential foresight, had earnestly recommended 
me to learn it, 

I now inquired for the ingredients necessary to make aqua~ 
fortis, that is, strong white wine vinegar, sal ammoniac, and 
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verdigris. The sal ammoniac could bo procured in abundance, 
but the verdigris was greatly inforiog to ours, and the vinegar, 
not being made with grape wine, but with sngay and other artiqles, 
was not fit for my purpose, Thus, owing to the inefficiency of 
the aquafortis, the lines were very shallow, which, added {fo the 
badness of the ink, caused the prints to be of the worst possible 
description. It cost me no small amount of labour before I 
could bring this kind of engraving te any degreo of perfection. * 

To make tho ink tartay was necessary, but of this a few 
pounds only could be found in the imperial difag-houso, and I 
was obliged to employ other matorials. After many experi- 
ments, however, I produced a tolerable specimen. 

In the construction of a press I was again encountored by in- 
numerable difficulties, having never even scen ono but once, 
when I paid no particular attention to it. Z now ordered one to 
be made, having the lower cylinder fixed and the upper one 
moveable, In consequence of this, when it was worked the effect 
produced was of the worst desoription, and drow forth the laugh- 
ter and jests of the eunuchs, mandarins, and many other persons 
belonging to the court, so that my trouble and confusion were 
complete. Recollecting, however, the high purpose for which I 
had come to China, I contrived to bear all this with patience and 
good humour. Elis Majesty having scon the prints which I had 
engraved, was kind enough lo exeuse them, though they were 
very pale, IIe even declared they were excellent; and this he 
always continued to do, never finding fault with what I pro- 
duced. a 

Besides the annoyances already mentioned, I had to endure 
other interruptions, proceeding from envious persons, mmongst 
whom were some mandarin, why, being displeased at my having 
gtinod the Emperor's favour, endeavoured in various ways to 
bring mo into disgrace, Amongst many other mulevoloit 
actious, having seen that my work was not at first vary succass< 
ful, they employed « Jetter-culter to engrave a plate with the 
graver: he transferred tho outlines tolerably by following closely 
the design of the paintors but as he did not understand the har. 
mony of light and shade, when the prints were drawn off his 
plate they presented a wretched appearance. ‘The mandarin 
Chow, who had the chicf caro of the Huropeans, was so disnp» 
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pointed and incensed, that he tore the prints to pieces, and 
ordered the poor man to bfi bastinadoed, 

Perceiving that,I had made some progress in the art of en- 
graving, his Majesty resolved to have prints of thirty-six differ- 
ent views taken from the residence of Je-hol built by himself. 
Accordingly I went there with the Chinese painters whom he 
had ordered to make the drawings, apd I thus had an opportunity 
to see the whole of the grounds, a‘ distinguished favour which 
had never yet been conferred on any other European, 

The residences of Je-hol is in Tartary, about one hundyed and 
fifty miles distant from Peking. It is situated ina plain sur- 
rounded with mountains, whence flows a torrent, which, though 
usually dry, swells fearfully in time of vain or thaw, A few 
years before, when its destructive character was not yet known, 
and before the present houses were built, it carried away by a 
sudden overflow in the night an encampment of many thousand 
persons. <A. hill rises gently from the plain, its side studded 
with buildings destined for the Emperor's followers, and a copious 
spring of water, after winding round a variety of delightful 
slopes, forms a noble Iake containing 2 remarkable quantity of 
fish. 

To an admirable disposition of the ground, nature has here 
added the charms of a luxuriant vegetation. Throughout the 
vast extent of those regions of Tartary a tree is rarely seen. At 
Je-hol, however, the plain, the slopes, and the hill are thickly 
covered with foliage; and the filberts, corianders, pears, and 
apples, though growing wild, have so delicious a flavour that 
they are served on the Emperor’s table. The plain, slopes, and 
hill are so extensive that it took me an hour to make the tour of 
the inclosure on horseback. = * 

Various habitations, more or less large according: to their use, 
are erected here and there in different spots about the grounds; 
one for his Majesty ; behind this, one for his concubines, who 
lodge three or four in each room; another for his mother, others 
for his queens, and others for the eunuchs. ‘There is also 2 Miao, 
or temple of idols, which is constantly attended by a great number 
of Taou-she, or priests of the devil, who are all eunuchs, dressed 
in yellow. It is to this Mino that the Emperor goes with his 
‘adies to make sacrifices and adovations during his stay in Jo-hol. 
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There are, besides, many cottages and summer-houses: these 
summier-houses are built in differen forms, but all in good taste, 
and very clean. They are provided with gilk curtains on all 
aides, so as to prevent observation from without ; and have seats 
all around, with a tablo or bed in the contre. Thesv eottages 
and summer-houses are for the service of the Emperor, who re- 
tives thither with his quyens and concubites; for at Je-hol he 
rarely secs any one except his Indies and eunuchs. With his 
Jadies on foot around him, he is carried about the grounds by 
eunuehs, In an open chairs with them he sails in littlo boats, 
fishing in the canals and tho Inkea; with them he eats—always, 
however, alone, upon a raised platform, whilst they take their 
food sented on tho floor, cach at her little table. TEvon when 
studying he is surrounded by his fuvoutite queens, as I myself 
have often scon. 
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CHAPTER XTY, 





f 
The Emperor's Retinme—The Little Hunt—{teg-hunting~Tigey-luunting, 
‘Wrestling and Archery—Silenge in the Camp. 


In the month of September the Emperor usually indulged in 
stag-hunting ; and this yerr, 1711, in order that we Kuropeans 
might witness the sport, he took us all five with him. We set 
out on the 11th for Kara-kotton, an ancient city which had been 
destroyed by the Chinese when they expelled the Western 
Tartars. Before building the residence of Je-hol, above de- 
seribed, his Majesty used to spend the summer months in this 
place, where, besides his palace, several edifices are still extant, 
partly erected by him for his suite, and partly by the Chinese, 
who repair thither for trade, Although it had been abandoned 
by the Emperor, it still contained a considerable population. 
Very early on the 12th wo resumed our journey, and, after 
travelliug about twenty miles, we came to a place called Lan- 
chee-sino-ing, where we passed the night under tents, Boyond 
this spot there are no other habitations but the palaces intended 
for the reception of the Emperor and his ladies. The rest of the 
company lodge in tents, which, from one of the neighbouring 
heights, form a noble sight, looking like the encampment of an 
army, Ont of thirty thousand soldiers, which the Emperor had 
with him at Je-hol, only twelva thousand accompanied him to 
the hunt ; but his retinue was so numerous tha our party must 
have amounted to more than thirty thousand persons. On the 
slope of a hill 2 Miao had been erected long before the arrival 
of the Empevor ; and the hill was surrounded with soldiers, who 
allowed no one to pass, because his Majesty was oxpeoted to 
alight with the ladies of his suite, as in fact he did before pro- 
ceeding to his palace. The ladies he brought with him wero in 
six carriages, three of which were yellow and three black, the 
foymer for the queens, the latter for the concubines, ‘Those of 
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the crown-princes were in three carriages, one yellow and two 
black. Each carriage contained foty ladies, sented in the Tartar 
fashion with their legs crossed. Whereverstheso women jrssed, 
everybody was obliged to pay them reverence, by quickly ilecing 
away and hiding themselves so that thoy might neithor seo them 
nor be seen: those who vore not vary active in the performance 
of this duty nover faileé to receive a godd beating from tho 
mandarins or eunuchs of” the eseoxt, Wo Jauropeans, however, 
were treated with less sqverity. It often happened that we met 
them in places where it was inconvenient to avoid them, and 
that, whilst the Chinese wore driven away without morcy, we 
were not at all molested. 

On tho 18th! wo loft Kara-kolton before daybreak, and pro- 
ceeded to Poro-kotton, another ancient city, which had likawisa 
been demolished by the Chinese. The follawing day was spont by 
the Emperor in fishing in a river flowing by. We then resumed 
our journey, end arrived ata place ealled Epakia, where his Ma- 
jesty slept in a palace for the last time, as henceforth tents wore 
the only accommodation on the road. About halfway stood 
three large circular tents, of white canvas, within a yellow in- 
closw'o of tho samo material. One of them was for the Kmperor, 
another for the crown-prinee, and the third for the Indies, There 
were, besides, some blue tents, of inferior quality, for the eunuehs. 
Here his Majesty stopped two hours, in the middle of the day, 
for dinner and repose : and at the place where we arrived in the 
evening we found other tents of tho same description, and dis- 
posed in the same manner. ® 

After another day’s rest and ono of travelling, on the after. 
noon of the 17th we began what they call the lite hunt, which 
is for deor, haves, and phewwutfts, litheyto, we Europeans had 
preceded tho company about two lous’ march—the Manperor 
intending that wo should thus avoid the dust and confision 
always produced by a whole army on horseback 5 now, ltawevor, 
to enable us to enjoy the sport, he ordered tnt we should niareh 
immediately after him, and kgep within sight of him. We ld 
come toa small plain covered with luxuriant verdure, where a 
number of soldiors formed a semicircle around the Emperor, who 
was a fow stops in aclyanco, followed by his fimily and suite, all 
armed with bows and arrows, and flauked by faleoners. 
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As the circle advanced at a slow pace, innumerable pheasants, 
hares, and deer were seen toffly or run out of the grass and the 
bushes in all directions. Eagles, trained for the purpose, wore 
let loose upon the deer ; against the hares and pheasants arrows 
and hawks were employed. This continued for about an hour, 
when we came to the end of the plain, ind were obliged to pro- 
ceed in search of atiother spot across/hose valleys and hills of 
Tartary. Then, when we came to the other places adapted to 
the sport, this was repeated several times, and always in the eame 
manner. 

Having crossed several hills, wo now arrived in an open 
place, skixted by verdant heights; and in the early morning the 
stag-hunt was begun, which being conducted in a mannor quite 
different from ours, I shall here describe minutely, On this 
occasion the army consisted of twelve thousand soldiers, divided 
into two wings, one of which passed on iowards the east, then 
turnec northward, whilst the other proceeded to the west, thon 
likewise turned in a northern divection. As they marched on, 
each man halted, so as to remain about a bow-shot distant 
from the next, till at length they surrounded the hills. Then, 
at a given word, in an instant they all advanced slowly towards 
the centre of the circle, driving the stags before them, and went 
on in this manner till one was not more than half a bow-shot 
distant from the other. Every alternate soldier now halted, 
and the next continuing to advance, two circles were formed, 
one being at a considerable distance from the other, After this 
they all moved in the samé direction till the soldiers of the 
inner circle being so near as to shake hands, they divided again 
and formed a third circle; when, preserving their relative dis- 
tances, they advanced again till the soldiers and horses of the 
innermost circle touched each other, 

The inner or third circle was less than a bow-shot distant 
from the second, but the distance from this to the outer circle 
was much greater. The three circles having thus taken up their 
ultimate position, the Emperor entered into the centre, followod 
by the male part of his family and relatives, and surrounded by 
the best and most expert hunters, armed for his defence. The 
ladies were conducted into pavilions erected upon a neighbour- 
ing hill, where they could view the sport without being seen, 
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A similar situation was sma to us, but we remained on 
horseback, 

The signal being given, the Yano himself opened the clinsa 
by killing with his arrows.a good number of the multitude of 
stags thus surrounded ; and when weary ho gave permission to 
his sons and relations ito imitate him. Tho stags, percelying 
themsclves hemmed in atx sluughtercd on atl sides, attempted to 
escape by breaking through the gircle; but the soldiors, being 
accustomed to this, instantly drove them back with shouts and 
the noise they produced by striking the leather housings of' the 
horses with thoir stirrups. Many of the stags, however, urged 
by pain or fear, leaped ovor tho horses, or forced a passago with 
their horns, ‘The soldiers of the second circle then endeavoured 
to drive thom back to the centre; but if they did not succeed, 
those of the third were pormitted to kjll the fugitives. Nor 
were the animals that chanced to escape from the soldiers 
entirely safe, for they could then be destroyed by any one who 
might happen to meet them. 

‘WNeers generally make their abode in the most rugged and 
inaccessible mountains of Tartary ; but they are sometimes found 
among these hills watching for deer and other prey, When it is 
discovered that there ig more than one, the circles are inme- 
diately dissolved, the soldiers retire to the encampment with 
great precaution, and no further attempt at hunting is made 
there that year. If, however, no more than one of these fero- 
lous animals has been observed, tho soldicus dismount, and di- 
viding into bands of five men cagh, they take up various post- 
tions, with Jance in hand, instead of bows and arrows: being thus 
prepared, they let loose a number of dogs, not to hunt the beast, 
but to intimidate him by their barking, and drive him from his 
lair, which ix very soon effected, When thé tigur appears, the sol- 
dievs remain motionless, knowing it lo be the nate of Lhia benst 
tonttack. Iixing his oyes, therefore, upon ono of theso groups 
of soldiers, he makes towards them at a quick pace, and when at 
a certain distance he instantly gprings upon them, ‘The five men, 
who with their eyes and lances fixed awaited his approach, re- 
coive him onthe points of their weapons, which they foreo into 
hia breast, and haying with great doxtority thrown him down, 
they quickly despatch him. I never had an opportunity of wit- 
nessing such an occurrence, but I was assured that no tiger, thus 
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discovered alone, had ever escaped ; and that no soldier had ever , 
been hurt by one. When, om the contary, these groups have 

been «attacked by mgre than one tiger, some have suffered ; and, 

consequently, whenever more than one is discovered, the sport 

is immediately abandoned, and the company proceed to another 

quarter. There are great numbers of fheso beasts in that coun- 

try, and the Tartars* often hunt them j the manner described ; 

and afterwards sell the skins,in Peking, at about a tahel each, 2 

Chinese coin equivalent to a crown, 

‘As Lhave heré spoken of sing and tiger hunting, I cannot 
leave the subject without noticing an extraordinary circumstance, 
The stag, being endowed with a sonse of smell ns exquisite ay 
that of the dog, perceives tho tiger by its strong scent, and in- 
stantly flies behind some hill, which, intercepting the current of 
wind, prevents his oy scent from reaching the ravenous beast, 
Father Parrenin told me that, a few years bofore, as the hunting 
circle advanced, they had come to a slope sheltered from the 
wind, which was covered by such an immense multitude of stags 
as to appear of the colour of their skins, ‘These stags were so ter. 
rified by the dreaded beast, that upon the approach of the men 
and'hoises they did not attempt to es¢ape, but allowed them- 
selves to be killed like a flock of sheep, rather than save them. 
selves by flight. So great was the slaughter, that tho Emperor, 
supposing that all the stags of the surrounding country had 
assembled upon that spot, commanded the circle to be opened, 
lest the xace might be entirely destroyed. 

The Emperor took part ineanother species of sport, unknown 
in Europe and less fatiguing, He set ont by night with all the 
great company above mentioned, and when within two miles of 
the spot sclected for the sport ho‘left the army, and ascended to 
the top of a hill with six or seven hunters, clothed in stag-sking 
from head to foot. Ilere one of the luuters put ona kind of 
mask resembling a stag’s head with horns, and concealed him. 
self among the bushes in such a manner that at first sight he 
might be taken for a stag, while, the [mperor and the others 
erouched down close by—all being armed with good guns, to the 
ends of which were fixed small pieces of stag’s horn. ‘The stags 
are followed by several does, which they will not allow any other 
stag to approach. ‘arly in the morning they instinctively raise 
a ory of challenge; the other stags arrive, and a fight ensnes, 
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which continues till one is slain, when the vicloy takes possession 
of hig rival’s herd of does. One rf the Iuniers now blows an 
instrundnt which, both in shape ant’ sound, wery much yeserhbles 
those with which our herdsmen call the swine, aud which closely 
imitates the belling of the stag. At this sound the stags hasten 
to tha hill, and pees cle supposed rival they come within 
gun-shot, and meet with their death, The Emperor had the first 
shot, and if he missed, the stag was quickly killed by the hunts- 
men. It heppened one day that at the sound, of the horn not 
one stag only but two appeared at the samo Lime within shot, 
and began ta fight. One of them was soon hit hy tha Mmperor, 
and the other, instead of running awny, strove to fluish his 
dying rival, thus giving his Majesty the opportunity of killing 
him also with the second shot, The sport lasts only about two 
hours, as later in the day it would havegno effect; and every 
morning from five to ten stags were thus killed. 

This was the sport in which the Emperor Kang-hy indulged 
every year in the months of September and October, clinging 
the place nearly every time, in order to find a grentor quantity 
of game. If it happened during this period that his Majesty 
was deprived of his diversion, cithor by his suporstitious prostrae 
tions to tho new moon or any other impediment, he was not ida 
on that account. To then came out of his pavilions, and, sitting 
upon a carpet on some elevated situation, he either watched tho 
dexterous efforts of his Tartar wrestles, or commanded some of 
his grandchildven, and other great military mandarins, to prac. 
tise archery before him; and sometites he would even enter the 
lists ngainst his third son, who managed the how nearly ag well 
as himself, Although our party amounted to about thirty thou. 
sand persons—-a number which? under all, circumstnuees, must 
produce grogt noise and confusion—yet when the Emperor was 
encamped, and the sun had set, the silence enforecd was perfectly 
astonishing, Ono day Pedvini and myself having rotted to 
the encampment aflor sunset, my friend ordered a servant to call 
our conductor, to whom he wayted to speak. ‘The poor fellow 
yesisted for some time, but being pressed by hia mastor ho at last 
obeyed; and scarcely had he opened his mouth before he was 
selzed by the soldiers of the guard, and very severely bastt- 
nadloed. 
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CHAPTER XY. 
° 
Chinese Lettexs—Imperial Condescension—The Christians in Danger—Cou- 
versions— Strict Discipline—The Crown Prince deposed—Tho Emperor's 
Sixtieth Birth-day, > 


During ow stay at Chan-choon-yuen I presented to his Ma- 
jesty some prints of a Chinese landscape, drawn by one of the 
imperial painters, which I had executed with the graver, The 
Emperor was highly pleased with them, and ordered me to en- 
grave some letters ofsthe Chinese alphabet in the same manner. 
Considering that there is scarcely any Chinese writing which 
does not contain some superstitious expression which we Christians 
can neither engrave nor print, I did two letters of the Chinese 
alphabet and two of ours, the latter with every possible care, the 
others as badly as I could; and when I submitted them io his 
Majesty I observed that the European letters were well executed 
because I could write them, but that the Chinese were bad be- 
cause, being unable to write them, I could not engrave them, 
My excuse was kindly received, and thus, by the grace of God, I 
avoided the danger of contributing to the propagation of error. 
About this time the Emperor gave to Fathers Cardoso, ‘ilisch, 
Pedrini, and myself, four guperb why-ttaos of choice silk, lined 
with ermine, and worth at least twenty pounds each, With the 
exception of another garment intended to preserye mo from the 
rain, this was the only thing I r@celved from the monarch during 
the thirteen long years that I toiled for him. Several of the old 
missionaries who had spent their lives in his service told me 
that he had never made them any present at all, Ilis Majesty 
imagined that he obliged us Europeans exceedingly by allowing 
us to have the honour of working for him, as he clearly intimated 
«to us several times, 4 
A few days after, the Emperor set out for Tartary, but without 
taking any Europeans with him, which gave ug no snfall appre- 
hension; On endeavouring to discover the cause of this novelty, 
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Ye found that a high Jaw officer had presented to the Board of 
Rites » very elaborate libel against pur holy religion, and that 
his Majesty had left us all behind Test we wight trouble him 
with memorials and petitions, Iaving found this out, the mis- 
sionaries in Peking, who derived no other advantaga from thelr 
Jabours than the good aes of the mperor and the courtiers, 
now employed all their intrest in the defenct of our filth, Tu 
consequence of their oxertions, the ,Board of Riles was led to 
declare that the Europeans had fixed their residence in China 
with his Majesty’s positive permission ; that they had rendered 
themselves useful to the empire in the formation of the calendar, 
the manufacture of arms, tho war against the Muscovites, and in 
numerous other ways; and that, as they had never offended 
againet any one, it would not be right to forbid them the use of 
thely own religion on the mere assertion tlyu it was filse ; con- 
cluding, that those who were furnished with tho imperial Piao 
should not be molested, and thit those who had none might be 
banished to Macao, ‘This declaration was immediately sent to 
the Emperor, who with his own hand wrote at tho bottom of it, 
approve.” When he returned from Lartary we all repaired 
to the palace to thank him by word of mouth and in writing, 
besides the usual nine ko-tows, or prostrations, 

In the meantime I continued to improve in the art of engrav- 
ings and when his Majesty saw some copies of the last print 1 
had produced, ho said thoy were “ pan-pei,” which means a 
treasure, On this occasion he commanded mo to engrave the 
forty views of Ja-hol which he had wrdered his painters to take, 
intending to got thom bound in volumes with some poetical 
compositions, and then make presents of them to the King and 
Princes of Tartary. Tle also inquired whether T would take two 
Chineso pupils on tho condition thet they should not tench my 
art to any one else. On my auswering that T wished nothing so 
well as to plonse his Majesty, ho immediately sont to Peking for 
two young meu, whom T instructed with tolerable success, to- 
gether with some others who came afterwards. Evor sinea the 
day of my arrival at Je-hol I had beon frequently visited by n 
youth of good family, whom T had done overything in my power 
to convert, With the exeessivo civility of a Chinese, he always 
affected to he convinced by my arguments, but the manent he 
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joined his friends he turned my efforts into ridicule, laughing 
with them heartily. I was informed of this, bué nevertheless T 
did not cease to ipstil theword of God into his heart. One day 
he came to see me at the moment I was instructing two Chinese 
who had pressed me to teach them the dogmas of our faith, and 
he begged me to allow him to Lo To confess the truth, I 
was not much pleased with his presdnce, fearing that he might 
divert the others from thg resolution they had formed of em. 
braciug the Christian faith ; but not to offend him, 1 granted his 
request. I spoke for about three-quarters of an hour, proving 
the existence of God and the falsehood of idols; then by degrees 
explaining the principal mysteries of Christianity. After this 
they all earnestly entreated me to baptize them, which I did with 
infinite satisfaction, after having tried the firmness of their de- 
termination for some time. 

The Emperor having decided to return from Je-hol to Peking, 
ordered us to precede him by four or five miles, so that we might 
avoid the confusion inseparable from the march of an army, with 
the thousands of waggons, mules, camels, and horses that trans- 
ported the imperial baggage. The camels alone amounted to 
more than six huudred. With respect to these animals I may 
here remark that they are brought from Tartary, which abounds 
in them as well as in horses. Iwas however assured by those 
Enropeans who had surveyed the whole of Chinese Tartary, 
when executing a map of that country, that they had never seen 
an ass or a mule there, 

In the place at which sve halted to sleep, we found houses 
constructed for the service of the Emperor; but before entering 
them his Majesty superstitiously commanded the Jamas to bless 
them, and drive away the ovilespirits, Every one expected to 
pass the great wall that evening, and stop at another placo some 
miles farther, and accordingly many of the mandarins in attend- 
ance had passed the great barrier of the country, and erected 
pavilions where ‘they supposed the Emperor would halt; but an 
order was soon issued that they should all return, and that, as 
they passed the gate of the great wall, the guards should write 
down their names, and immediately send a list to his Majesty. 
This was punctually executed, and many of the party were so- 
verely punished. Tivo of the mandarins, who were appointed to 
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take care of the Europeans, alleged that they had gono forward 
to recall the persons they had in charge, and the excuse was ad~ 
mitted. Another disguised himself fn tho dxcss of my sorvant, 
and not being discovere,| he escaped castigation, As tho guards 
at the gate allowed no b. ggage to roturn, many wore obliged to 
sleep on the bare groundand othors in the open air, at a time 
when in the morning the Wator and even the fsround was frozon, 

‘When we arrived ot Chan-choon-yaien, the imperial residence 
near.Peking, to our great, terror we say iu the, garden of that 
great palace eight or ten mandarins, and two eunuchs upon their 
knees, bare-heaced, and with thoir hands tied behind thom. Ata 
gmall distance from them tha sons of the E:mporor wore standing 
in a row, also with their heads bare, and their hands bound upon 
their breasts, Shortly after, the Emporor came out of his apart~ 
ments in an open sedan, and proceeded tosthe place where the 
princes were undergoing punishment, On reaching the spot he 
+ broke out with the fury of a tiger, loading the heir-apparent with 
yeproaches, and conflned him to his own palace, together with his 
family and court. Ina public manifesta he subsequently deposed 
the unfortunate princo as suspected of treason; and to prove to 
the nation his ineapability of reigning, amongst other things ho 
accused him of being addicted to an atrocious offeneo, which the 
Jaws of China, though promulgated by heathens, hold in the 
greatest abomination, 

‘Tho Emperor could not remain long in the samo place, and thus 
after a faw days he left Chan-choon-yuen for Pa-chao, another 
mansion of cnormous dimensions, with a park so abounding with 
stags, that thoy appear like flocks of shaop, Tero it was that, in 
ancient times, the sovoroigus of China, cea the pleasures of a 
country life; but the Emperor Ifang-hy, ofter erecting tho pax 
Jace of Chan-choon-yuen, only repaired to Pa-shao oneo a yeur, 
to Innt tho stag gnd other animals. After tho chasa, he re« 
tuined to Peking to celebrate the solemn festival of the sixtioth 
year of his age; a period which in Ohina is equivalent to our 
century, ‘ % 

On the fourth day of April, 1718, the chief mandarins from 
all parts of the empire arrived at Poking to assist at the celebra- 
tion, and take part in the splendid rejoicings which wore made 
upon this occasion, Tvery one offered to the sovercignt gifts of 
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the rarest description, according to his rank and power, We 
Europeans, each contributing his share, made his Majesty 0 pre. 
sent consisting of Europdin wine, Brazilian tobacco, which is 
the most esteemed in China, one pound ¢f gum stovax, a piece of 
the finest linen, two painted quilts fyom Coromandel, several 
white pocket handkerchiefs of the finest description trimmed 
with lace, four efnbroidered purses," various kinds of scissors, 
knives, and small padlocks, three pounds of tartar, 1 mathema- 
tical instrument, two pots of balsam, six bottles of confectionary, 
with twelve jar8 of preserved quinces, eight stones of gaspar an- 
tonic, saffron, bark, oils, and medicinal roots, 

On arriving at the palace, we showed our offering to tho man- 
darins, but they would not receive it until we first took away 
the medicinal articles, and reduced the whole to even numbers, 
declaring that on sych a day it was an evil omen to offer to his 
Majesty an odd number, or articles of medicine. Taving carried 
back our gift, we discussed among ourselves whether it would 
not be better to offer nothing at all than to subtract the medical 
articles, and reduce the whole to even numbers; but the 
opinion of the majority was, that in order to avoid giving 
offence, it was expedient to make the present. Upon this I 
withdrew, leaving the others to do what they liked, and they 
took away the medical articles and made the numbers even, We 
afterwards returned to tho palace, where, kneeling as usual before 
the mandarins, and wishing his Majesty every happiness, we de- 
clared that we felt ashamed to present such trifles, The im. 
peror returned in answer that he felt much pleasure in receiving 
the expression of our good wishes, and out of all the above- 
named articles, he made choice of thirteen, which was considered 
as a great favour, Fyom each ef the mandarins he only accepted 
one or two things, ‘refusing all the rest, ITis Majesty after- 
wards conferred a particular honour on me, by sonding me a box 
of Europcan colours, which had been presented to him by one of 
his courtiers, On this occasion the whole city of Peking wore 
am appearance of festivity. Al were habited in gala dress, 
banquets were given without end, fireworks discharged, and 
every kind of rejoicing carried on as at the new year, But that 
which above all things struck me with astonishment, was the 

eetacle exhibited upon the royal road from Chan-choon-yuen 
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to Peking, which is about three miles in Iength. This road was 
adorned on both sides with an artificial wall composed of mats, 
and entirely covered with silks of Ate most heautiful worknyan- 
ship, while at certain distances wero orected finciful houses, 
temples, altars, triumph arches, and theatres, in which nwusical 
dramas were vapresonted.s So gyeat was the abundanco of silk 
that we Europeans all agreed in thinking that no kingdom in 
Durope possessed so much, Public prayers wero also delivered 
by the mandarins in the numerous temples of the eapital, for the 
safety of the Emperor and the continuation of Ris lina; and at 
the same time various prostrations and sacrifices were mado he~ 
fora a picture representing the monarch. 

It isa universal custom in China, that during such solemni- 
ties nq one should pass on horseback before any temple, but 
that all should alight, and proceed on fook Being ignorant of 
this practice, I one day nearly transgressed it, when on a sudden 
I was surrounded by soldiers, with whips in their hands, who 
called out loudly “ Down, down!” Limmediately understood what 
this meant; but as I would not take any part in their suporsti- 
tious coremonies, I turned back my horse and galloped away, to 
the great amusement of the gazing crowd. Fortunately for me 
every ane could see by my beard that I was a Turopean; for if 
Thad been a Chines, without giving me the least intimation to 
dismount, the guards would lave subjected mo at once to the 
severe discipline of their whips. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Public Rejoicings—Provincial Meputations—Strawherries and Asparngus— 
+ Pho Kirst Pupil—Regard of tho Chineso for thely Beards—Russiot 
} Priests. = 


Own tho 11th of the same month the Emperor went in state from 
Chan-choon-yuen to his palace in Peking, allowing ovary one 
to see him, On ordinary occasions his Majesty is always pre- 
ceded by a great nymber of horsemen, who clear the strects 
entirely, causing all tho houses and shops to be shut, and a 
canvas to he drawn before every opening, so that no one 
might see him, The same precautions are taken when the Em- 
peror’s ladies, or those of his sons, are about to pass. Tis Ma- 
jesty generally comes forth on horseback, and the ladies are 
always conveyed in close carringes, Upon this celebration of 
the sixtieth anniversary of the Emperor's birth, the openings 
were not stopped nor the doors shut, nor were tho people driven 
away. The streets and roads wore now crowded with countless 
multitudes desirous of beholding their sovereign, fo rode on 
horseback, wearing a robe covered with dragons, magnificently 
broidered in gold, and,having five claws, the five-clawed 
on heing exclusively worn hy the imperial family. Te 
namePreceded by about two thousand horse-soldiors, in splendid 
ag rtf) and immediately followed by the princes of the blood, who 
vere succeeded by x great number of mandarin, After these 
, came a large body of saldiers, marching in a promiscuous mass, 
‘ywithout observing any order. We Enxopeans were disposed in 
‘a rank near a bridge at no great distance from the palace, where 
we awaited the arrival of his Majesty upon our knees, On 
passing by, he paid particular httention to each of us, and smi- 
Tingly inquired which were those employed in drawing the 

map. 
A vast number of aged but healthy men had been sent: to 
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Peking from all the provinces. ‘They were in companics, bear- 
ing the banner of their respective provinces, They also carried 
yarious other symbols and trophicsy and bejng symmetrically 
drawn up along the str2ets through which the Emperor was to 
pass, they presented a vaey beautiful and uncommon appearance, 
Every one of these old*i ion brought a present of some kind to 
the Emperor, which generally consisted of vases and other 
articles in bronze. Ilis Majesty gayo to each of thom twelve 
silver tahol; a coin worth about fivo shillings, togother with a 
gown of yollow silk, which*is the imperial colour, They atter- 
wards assembled all together in a place where the Emperor wont 
to see them; and it was found that this venerable company 
amounted to four thousand in number, lis Majesty was highly 
gratified with this spectacle; he inquired the ago of many, and 
treated them all with the greatest aflability and condescension, 
He even invited them all to a banquet, at which he mado them 
sit in his presence, and commanded his sons and grandsons to 
serve them with drink. After this, with his own hand, ho pre« 
sented every one of them with something; to one who was the 
most aged of the whole assombly, being nearly a hundred and 
elevon years old, he gave a mandarin’s suit complete, together 
with a staff, an inkstand, and other things. 

Many compositions in verso and prose wore produced on this 
auspicious occasion, and some of our missionaries humbly peti- 
tioned his Majesty for a copy of the collection to send to Lurope, 
which he granted, commanding Father Bovet to translate them, 
In these poems divine titles and honoyrs were given to Kung-hy, 
who was indeed held in such veneration throughout China, that 
he often veeolved tho appellation of /, a national doity uni. 
varsally adored, both by Tartar and Chinese. I myself vory 
frequently heard him designated as the living 2%, 

Don Pedrini had constructed a small organ, which being 
moved by clock-work played a tuno whenever a spring was 
touched. IIe carried it to the palace, and requested tho man. 
darin Chao to present it to the Emperor, But this courtier, 
perceiving that Pedrini was bedoming a favourite, declined to 
receive if, and presonted another self-acting instrument of tho 
same description, Not long after Chao fell ill, and Pedrini, 
taking advantage of the opportunity, carried his organ to the 











palace, The other mandarins, decming it their duty to please 
the sovereign zather than Chao, presented it to his Majesty, who 
accepted it kindly, expressing himself aighly delighted at tho 
invention. 

As the Emperor could not bear to /emain Jong in the same 
place, after returning from Peking to/Chan-choon-yuen, on the 
Qnd of June ho goparted for Je-hol with his usual retinue, 
Throughout the journey old men and women were seen standing 
in xanks near their dwelliigs, with flowers in their hands, wait- 
ing till his Majesty arrived, to wish ‘him a long and happy life, 
‘At other times no one was permitted to see the Emperor pass ; 
but this year being the completion of 1 Chinese century of his 
age, this favour was granted, but only to old peoplo, 

On arriving at Je-hol, we Europeans ‘were requested by order 
of his Majesty to explain what was tho use of strawborries, and 
how they were eaten"in Europo. During all my journeyings in 
China I had nover seen any strawberries, and I had only re- 
marked a few of theso plants among the mountains of 'Tartary. 
Iwas however informed that they might be found also in some 
wild parts of China, bnt that no care was taken to cultivate them, 
Yet the Emperor, having understood that we wore fond of them, 
caused them to be planted in his gardens, and oven bestowed 
much care upon their cultivation, I observed also that hops 
and asparagus grew in Tartary; but both the Chinese and the 
‘Tartars Jaughed on hearing’ me say that these plants were highly 
esteemed in Europe. 

When I had finished engraving the views of the imperial 
mansion of Je-hol, I presented the prints to his Majesty, who was 
greatly pleased with them, and commanded that a Jarge quantity 
should be: taken off for his sons, grandsons, and othor princes. 
Being well satisfied with the manner in which T had bound these 
thirty-six views of Je-hol in one volume, he ordored me to 
engrave and arrange togethor in the same manner the great map 
of the empire, which I afterwards executed in forty-four plates, 
as may be seen in the hall of our college. 

Upon the return of the Empefor to Je-hol, I baptized a youth 
of the age of thirteen, whose parents were Christians, As I had 
remarked, from my fitst acquaintance with him, that ho possessed 

,certain excellent qualities suitable to the priestly office, I under~ 
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fook to instruct him in all that ig necessary for a Christian mis- 
sionary, He was the fist youth that I look wilh moe for this 
purpose ; and he afterwards followgd mo to Naples, whero he 
became the senior stucont in this institution’ al which T am now 
writing. 

In Novembor, 17165, {8 was summoned into the presence of the 
Emperor, to act as interpreler to tvo Kurqpems, a painter and 
a chemist, who had just arrived. While we were awaiting his 
Majesty’s-pleasuro in one of the arferooms, a eumneh addressed 
my companions in Chinesu, and was angry because they rofurnedt 
no answer. J immediately told him the cause of their silence, 
upon which he suid, that wo Knropeans were all so alike that it 
was scareely possible to distinguish one from another, I had 
often heard the same remark from other persons, our resemblance 
being generally attributed to the long beards we all wore, The 
Chinese do not shave; but their beards afv so thin that the hairs 
might be counted: the few they havo, howevor, they value even 
to ridicule, Father Perreyra having once poreeived a white 
hair on the face of a mandarin, with whom he was fumiliavly 
acquainted, hastened to pluck it ont, supposing that he did him 
aservice, Tho mandarin, on tho contrary, was both vexed and 
grieved at the loss; aud picking up the hair, he wrapped tt carc~ 
fully in a piece of paper, aud tovk it home. ‘ho Tmperoy 
himself was not exempt from this weakness, Te ones com 
manded Father Rod, who acted as his surgeon, to eure him of uw 
boil that had formed upon his face. Wather Rod preseribed o 
plaster, snying that, in order to apply it properly, it wonld be 
necessary Lo Gut off a fow hairs from his Majesty’s beard ; and the 
Emperor, after a Jong consultation with his looking-gluss, orderad 
the most dexterous of his cuguchs to eut them, nmellintely 
after the operation ho looked wt himself again, and, with marks 
of deop grief, he bitterly reproved the ewimeh for having so 
grossly blundered ng to cut off four huirs when threo would have 
been quite enough. ‘ 

There wore in Peking an abbot and twelve priests, whe had 
been sont by Petor the Great ¢o ndministor spiritual comfort to 
the families of the Russian prisonors of war, As strange things 
were reported concerning these ecclesiastics, I yesulved to make 
their personal acquaintance, with a view of sending an exact 
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account of them to the Propaganda, According to the custom 
of the country in which we were, I first sent a present to the 
abbot, then waited upon him myself fing him. courteous 
and dignified in his manners, and remarkalyy neat in his dress and 
forniture, Whenever he came out of hid church he held a era. 
eifix on his breast, and the pastoral in his hand. To was a schis- 
matic, but with me che pretended to be a Catholic. Ile spoke 
just enough Latin to make himself understood ; and as he told 
me that one of his priests, who was ill, could also speak this 
language, I went ‘to see him, but all I ‘could got out of the man 
was—intelligit, inielligit, The abbot told me that all the Chris. 
tians of his sect in Peking scarcely amounted to fifty, ond were 
descendants of prisoners of war, onc of whom still lived, though 
far advanced in years. I asked him whether it was true that ho 
had baptized a great pumber of Chinese, To this he replied 
that his christenings ‘had been limited to the families of the 
Russian prisoners; that he did not attend to the Chinese because 
he was ignorant of their language, and the abandoned state of 
his own congregation required all his attention. Their church, 
which, like the temples of the Chinese idolaters, they call Miao, 
had upon its front a cross like ours, but with two transversal 
bars besides. They call God Fo, which is the appellation of an 
idol, and their clergy Lamas, like the priests of Fo. ‘They offi- 
ciate in their church without any ceremony, admitting men and 
women at the same time, whjch in China is considered nothing 
less than an ahomination. ‘Che men remain uncovered as we do 
in Europe; but our Christians in China, including the officiating 
priest, keep covered the whole time, the Chinese considering 
this as a mark of respect. Although the abbot was so clegant in 
his dress, the priests under him hed a mean and shabby appear- 
ance; and I even saw some of them at play in the public streets 
before the church ; which in China is absolutely indecovous, and 
not to be done by any person of the least respectability. 


CITAPTER XVII. ‘ 


Dread of the Plague—Death of Father ‘Titisch—Alarm among the Christians 
~—Firmness of the Emperorn—Ilis Avariee—Origin of the Chinese Col- 


loge. 


In the summer of 1716 there was a preat deal of illness at Je- 
hol, and the Emperor became apprehensive that it might be the 
plague. IIe therefore ordered all the physicians at his court fo 
visit the sick singly, and to draw up a separate report of each 
ease, pointing out the remedies required. ° AJL the Europeans at 
Je-hol, as woll as two lamas who had the repuiation of being 
well acquainted with tho medical science, received tho samo 
command from his Majesty, We all went our rounds; but wo 
Europeans, not being physicians, vofused to prescribe remedies, 
The mandarins, however, insisted on our conforming to the im- 
perial will; and whon my turn camo, after vainly protesting my 
ignorance of medicine, I allowed the words to escape me that I 
knew what to presoribo for those suffering from costiveness, 
Upon this, they pressed me eagerly to namo the remedy ; and I 
told them of 9 mechanical one, which, on being explained to the 
Emperor, amused his imperial Majogty amazingly. What rathor 
astonished me on this occasion was,to hen the two Jamas talk, 
with clearness and proprioty, about tho circulation of the blood, 
and the animaloules engendered, whon it is impaired, 

On the 8th of Soptembor of this year 1 suffered a heavy loss in 
the death of Fathor ‘Tilisch, with whom J had made the journey 
from Canton to Poking, and had lived ever sinco in the houses 
that the Emporor gave us at Chan-ehoon-yuen and Je-hoh Ie 
died ofa tedious and loathsome diseaso, through which 1 nursed 
him with wnwearied devotion; and the Emperor, who had a 
great regard for him, was exceedingly pleased at whnt T did for 
him. My lamented friond was buried in tho cemetery of tho 
Portuguese misstonaries at Poking, whither it was my lot to 
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accompany him. It being strictly forbiddon to carry the dead 
through the gate used by the sovercigy§ we wont by another 
road, I then saw another part of Tartaryfand of the great wall, 
travelling along defiles continually hemnyed in by lofty and pre. 
cipitous mountains, 

At this period, Ching-mow, a military mandarin who resided 
at Kie-she, not far rom Canton, sent a libe) to the Emperor, in 
which he attempted to show,that the foreign trade and tho pro- 
pagation of the Christian religion were highly detrimontal to the 
empire, Ilis Mifjesty handed it over to the Ping-poo, or Milt. 
tary Board, in order that, after giving due consideration to the 
charge, it might come toa proper decision regarding it, The 
Ping-poo answered that the matter, being of paramount im. 
portance, should be referred to the Kieu-king, or Supreme Board. 
The recommendation was followed, and the Kieu-king resolved 
that Canton should be closed against foreigners, our holy religion 
prohibited, all the Christians imprisoned, and thelr churches de- 
molished, 

On hearing this, the Europeans in Peking deputed three mis- 
sionaries to plead their cause with the Emperor. ‘These deputies 
waited upon his Majesty with a petition, wherein thoy dexterously 
veminded him of the existing Jaws in favour of the Christian ve- 
ligion ; but, contrary to the general custom, they could obtain 
no answer, This made us apprehend that a severe perseeution 
was preparing against us, and for some time we wero in a 
state of extreme anxiety, Not long after, however, the viceroy 
of Canton, obeying, as it yas supposed, a seoret order of the 
Emperor, sent a report to the Ping-poo, in which ho stated that 
the commerce of Canton could not endanger tho safety of the 
empire, and should not be stopped, but that our religion should 
be suppressed, The following day the Emperor decreed that, 
conformably to the viceroy’s report, the commores of Canton 
should be re-opened, but that the suppression of the Christian 
religion should be suspended, 

“We then repaired to the palace for the purposo of oxpressing’ 
our gratitude to the Emperor; bit before wo had performed the 
indispensable prostrations, and returned thanks eithor by word of 
mouth or in writing, Wey, the first eunuch, came out of the 
imperial apartments, and addressed us with these words »—" Tis 
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Majesty says that yow need not thank him, for ho has grauted 
you no fhyour, the free by which the suppression of your re- 
ligion is suspended beng: the same that he idsued Jast year fn a 
similar occasion, Ilis Majesty is invariably true 4o his word, 
and never abrogates what he has once decreed.” 

Whenever we followed the Emperor from Pcking to Je-hol, 
the expenses of our journey wore doftayed bf a pal-yon, that ix, 
a custom-house officer, who was commanded to support us aut 
of what he had gained iy tho oxorcise of his office. Tn 1718, 
however, his Majesty’s avarice increasing as ho advanced in years, 
he decreed that in future the pah-yen should pay into the im- 
perial treasury what they were bound to supply for our main- 
tenance, towards repairing the palace, the roads, and the bridges, 
and other similar purposes, amounting altogether to an exor= 
bitant sum; and that these several items sgould be economieally 
defrayed at his expense, In consequence of this new arrange~ 
ment, each of us was now allowed one cart and four mules for 
the conveyance of his baggage, a tent, a horse, aud twelve tahels 
a-month ; but as wa had to keep the horse at our expense, this 
allowance of about three pounds a-month was insufficient to meet 
our wants, and ~we were obliged to make up the remainder ox 
well ag we could, 

In the month of June of the subsequent year, while following 
the Emperor to Je-hol as usual, I met, in the neighbourhood of 
Low-kwo-tien, several Christians, who lad come to ask me to 
administer tha holy sacrament to a woman who was dying in 
Koo-pa-kew, & place five miles distunt, and closo to the great 
wall, Koo-pa-kew contained about two hundred and fifty 
Christians, who deserved tho praiso nud affection of the mis- 
stonartes for their fervent attachment to our religion. Accord« 
ingly T went to confess the dying woman, afler which T gavo her 
the sacrament and the extrome unetion. Yielding to the pressing 
entreaties of several porsons, I davolai the remaindor of the day 
to receiving their confessions; and when evoning came, aa tho 
chapel continued to be full of people who awaited their turn, 
after taking a slight rofreshment 1 resumed my work, and carried 
it on throughout the night without once closing my eyes; but 
ag most of theke deserted Christians had not been able to confess 
for a long time, their confessions were generally so long that I 
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could not listen to more than seventy-two. In consequence of . 
this, the next morning, immediately ated mass, I again betook. 
myself to the confessional fyith unabated! zeal, so that during a 
stay of threé days I confessed one hundretl and ninety-nine per- 
sons, administered the sacrament to one hundred and sixty-seven, 
and christened fifty-four, 

Among those whom T baptized at Koo-pn-kew was the uncle 
of the sovereign of Mong-quo-pah, a state situated in the pro- 
vinee of Kiwey-chau, but almost independent of the Emporor of 
China, as is shown by a blank in the map of the empire which I 
engraved, ‘This neophyte told me that, throughout his nephew’s 
dominions, no idols, images, or deities were worshipped, and that 
consequently there were no temples nor bonzes, nor any other 
sort of priests. Ile asked for a goad number of religious books 
to distribute among “is fellow-countrymen, and prayed that a 
missionary might be sent to teach them the IIoly Woud, 

The youth I had taken with me in 1714, with a view of bring- 
ing him up for the church, was a native of Koo-pa-kew. On this 
oceasion I was pressed to receive three other boys from the same 
place, among whom was the blessed John In, of whom I shall say 
more hereafter. On arriving at Je-hol with these four boys, I 
caused a room to be fitted up with five partitions, each having a 
curtain in front, and in these I put four beds for them, and one 
for a gentleman whom J appointed to instruct them in the lan- 
guage and knowledge of tho Chinese, I then established a di- 
vision of time for prayeis, spiritual conversation, study, and 
other occupations, so that*my infant institution had more the 
appearance of a noviciate than of a school, as I called it. 1 did 
not call it a college, because at this period I had in truth no 
higher object than that of fornting a mere school, which should 
end with my life in that same country, I well know how much 
that vast field lacked labourers, and that Europe could not 
furnish them, the number of missionaries she had sent thither 
from 1580 to 1724 scarcely amounting to five hundred. I also 
knew that, however numerous and zealous tho European mis- 
sionaries might be, they could not produce any satisfhetory 
results, in consequence of the formidable barrior of the language, 
which up to my time none had heen able to surmount so as to 

~ake himself understood by the people at large. For these rear 
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gons, and others which think it unnecessary to state, I firmly be- 
lieved that it was indispensable to establish in the echureh of God 
a religious community! exclusively {Sr the pupose of qualiffing 
the natives for the apostolical ministry. But as I possessed 
neither the funds nor the convenience, or support required for 
so great an undertaking, I felt compelled to keep within a 
humbler sphere. . 

My brothers and other European fiionds, however, having 
heard of my intention of,undertaking the edygation of young 
Chinese, meanwhile had sont me a liberal supply of money, 
which unexpectedly reached me at the very moment when it was 
swanted. As Jand in China produces twelve per cent. on the 
capital invested, and housos even as much as cighteen, the sum I. 
thus received secured me a yearly income more than sufficient 
to cover my expenses. Nearly at the samp time T also received 
two dispatches fiom Rome, by which his Ioliness conferred on 
me the office of Apostolical Prothonotary, and the living of San 
Lorenzo, in Arena, in the diocese of Mileto, implying the pri- 
vilege of wearing mite and crosior, Encouraged by theso 
various and distinguished favours of Divine Providonee, I now 
aspired to extend my school, and to devote it exclusively to 
forming native ecclesiastics; but the malice with which my 
efforts were opposed both by Asiatics and Europeans, soon con- 
vinced me that God had disposed otherwise, and that China was 
not the spot in which my intended institution could prospor, 
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CIIAPTER XVIII, 


ry 

Chapels for Women—Chinese Jealousy—Don Pedrini arrested--Machina- 
tions against tlfe School—Lueio—John® In withdrawn—Ilis Father's 
Death—IHis Return—A Dream. 


Ow my return to Peking I established a chapel in the house of 
one of my penitents ivho lived near the Palace, so that the 
Christian women of the neighbourhood might perform their reli- 
gious duties. This scheme having succeeded beyond my expec- 
tations, I erected another chapel in Peking, and one at Chan- 
choon-yuen, both for the exclusive service of women, who, owing 
to the excessive jealousy with which they are kept, could not 
enter the place of worship destined for men, The Jesuits had a 
church for women at Peking, but it was only“opened once in six 
months, In other places where two churches could not be pro- 
eured, the two sexes went to the same, but at differont times; and 
on the day appointed for the women, it was neccssary to place 
two guards at the door to prevent the intrusion of men. 

To show how jealously the women of China are watched, and 
how cautious the missionaries ought to be, I will relate what 
happened to me at Chan-choon-yuen. One day when I was in 
the above-mentioned chapel, confessing in turn several women 
who were stationed behind a curtain, [ observed a man passing 
to and fro before the door and Watching my actions. When my 
duty was over, I asked the beadle who the man was, and what 
he wanted; and he xeplicd with a smile, that he wag a heathen 
but Iately married to a Christian, who had stipulated that she 
should be allowed the free exercise of her religion, On the pre 
ceding day she had told him, that in the morning she would 
comé to Atso-koong-foo, which means ‘ to do the business,” this 
being the manner in which the Chinese express confession. Not 
understanding what business his young bride could have to per- 
__ form with another man, he had given her permission to conte, 
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put had followed her by stealth, in ordor £ watch her pro- 


ceedings. ‘The begdig having been informed of this, took no 
notice of him, in order that his mind might bo rolieved from any 
Jealous suspicions, Atter he had watched for some time, finding 
that I remained seated and immovenble, ho approached the 
beadle, and said he thought we were mad, as we sat doing no» 
thing while we pretended to have business,to transact. The 
beadle explained the mystery to him, by informing: him that the 
women on the other side of the curtain came one after the other 
to confess their transgressibns, and that, after suiiable correction 
and instructions, if repentant { absolved them, upon which ex~ 
planation he went away apparently satisfied, 

On the afternoon of tho 8th of February, 1720, amidst the 
general rejoicing and feasting of a Chinese new year’s day, two 
bailiffs seized our friend Don Pedrint in his apartment, bound 
his hands with a handkerchief, and led hinfaway, Father Jartou 
and myself, anxious to ascertain the cause of his arrest, followedl 
him to the imperial palace, whither he had been taken, and there 
we found that one of the cunuchs had made him go through the 
genuflections and prostrations with which it is customary on that 
day to pay homage to tho Emperor, We wero informed that he 
had been arrested because on that morning he had not joined 
the, other Europeans in fulfilling that duty, especially as on the 
occasion of his Majesty’s mother’s death he had already been 
guilty of a similar neglect, Tho Emperor had only ordered 
that Don Pedrini should be desired to go and perform the cere- 
monies aboye-montioned, and that, if he declined complying with 
the command, he should be dragged"to the palace in chains, and 
compelled to obey; but the mandarin Chao, who was our 
sworn enemy, without waiting to seo what Perlrint would do, 
had overstepped his instructions, and directed that our companion 
should at once ho treated as a malofietor, in order to cust a slar 
upon us all, 2 

‘The day after, mistaking my affliction for terror, the wily 
Chao took me aside, and under tho pretence of anxious benevo- 
lence, exhorted me with all the power of his cloquonce not to 
follow Pedrini’s example, unless I wished to get into 9 similar 
sorape, ‘Tho drift of all this was an insinualion that I showd 
give up my school, and remain idle in that vast vineyard of the 

sa 


Fy B Toran, xvi 


Lord; for he held my endeavours to form native ecclesiastics in 
absolute abhorrence, and was doing all it his power to frustrate 
them. IIe was assisted in this unholy work by several other 
courtiers, and even by some Europeans, who lived etther in 
dread of his resentment, or under the sway of still baser foelings ; 
there was no stratagem which this perverse coalition scrupled 
to employ, if it yas but likely to cause the dispersion of my 
school. One day they forged a letter from the parents of my 
pupils, saying, that as the soldiers I had confessed at Koo-pa- 
kew had refused to take part in the'funeral rites of a deceased 
mandarin, they requested me to send their sons home, Another 
time they sent letters to the same Christians of Koo-pa-kew 
purporting that I kept their boys with me for abominable pur- 
poses, and that unless they were instantly withdyawn they would 
certainly incur some fearful punishment. Upon othor occasions 
they tried to daunt ‘ny resolution by spreading all sorts of ca- 
Jumnious reports against my character, and hinting in various 
ways that the Emperor was on the eve of giving me some fearful 
mark of his displeasure, 

~ Notwithstanding these vexatious proceedings, my pupils, their 
parents, and myself, were immoyeable in our dotermination ; 
but wishing to irritate my encmies as little as possible, I resolved 
to take no more pupils than I already had. Accordingly I 
wrote to stop a certain Lucio U, who was to join us from the 
province of Nanking; but my letter crossed him on the road, 
and when he reached my school after forty days’ journey, I did 
not like to refuse him admission: happy would it have been for 
me had he never entered my doors, for ho turned ont to be the 
greatest affiiction of my Jong and agitated life, as the reader 
will see, ‘; 

Meanwhile the Emperov’s birthday came, and wo had to offer 
presents to his Majesty as usual, Don Pedrini presouted 9 
number of European curiosities, and the Emperor accepted 
twenty-four sheets of paper, thus showing that the Fathor was not 
quite ont of favour, I offered my gift with considerable appre- 
hension, not only becauso I was Pedrini’s companion, but also 
because I had nothing in my possession that was worth offering ; 
it consisted of four pounds of European colours, a pound of 
tartar, six ounces of treacle, and a few fumigating pastiles, 
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Although these articles were of no valuo, his josty did mo the 
honour of accepting Wem all, A few days after we met the 
Emperor in the garden of the Palace, and ,his Majesty agked 
Pedrini his age, thus showing that he began to receive him again 
into favour. > 

Perceiving after this that tho name of the Emperor could no 
longer be used as & means of intimidation, the persecutors of my 
school now botook themselves to the expedient of sending to the 
Bishop of Peking a remonstyance, which was 9 tissue of most 
abominable inventions against my charactera They stated, 
among other things, that it was highly discigditable to the 
Chinese mission that one of its members should travel about in 
the suite of the Mmperor, with a carriage full of boys, just as 
some of tho chief courtiers were doing, lo the great scandal of 
the nation; and that in my enso this was the more blameable, 
becanse at Je-hol I lodged in the house ofthe Emperor’s uncle, 
whose son was Governor of the Nine Gales, and Consor of Mo- 
rals, Unwilling to give offence to my powerful accusers, the 
bishop answered their communications in terms which appeared 
toimply that he disapproved of my conduct, aud at the same timo 
he advised me to dismiss three of my pupils, and to koep tho 
other two as servants, teaching thom nothing more than tho 
Chinese characters, ITereupon I wroto a minuto justification of 
all my proceedings, refuting each imputation by the assortion of 
facts which were calculated to make my enemies tremble for 
thelr own safety. ‘Tho bishop instantly forwarded this to them, 
and they were so ashamed and alarmed that thoy gavo me no 
farther annoyance through this chanhel. 

At last, however, they succceded in inducing John In’s thther 
to withdraw lim from my care, On my passage through Koo- 
pa-kew, in the summer of 1720, this deluded man pretended to 
be ill, and pressed mo to leave his son with him, I told him, in 
the presonce of sovoral other Christians, that, if his illnesa was a 
mere pretence, he did very wrong in thus reclaiming what he 
had offered up to God; to which, unfortunately for him, he 
answered that, if what he alleged were not true, ha know 
it would be an attempt to deceiva the Almighty, and not 
me, On hearing this, I gave the boy my blessing, together with 
several presonts, and we parted, ‘The next morning he camo 
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with his eldest brother to see me once more before my departure, 
{then asked him whether his father wag really ill, as he had 
affiymed on the previous eyening, and he replied, that on their 
arriving home, his father himself had told him that he was quite 
well, but had pleaded illness only as an excuse for taking hin: 
away from my school, as he had been assured that the Emperor 
was on the point of putting us all to death on account of our 
supposed malpractices. r 

The poor boy had passed the whole night in tears: his eyes 
were swollen ; Ifis countenance pale ‘and emaciated, Ile threw 
himself at my feet, and tried to confess, but his constant sobs 
scarcely allowed him to articulate a word. After confession he 
spontaneously vowed to return to my school, and enter the chuch, 
as soon as the Lord should grant him an opportunity of so doing, 
TI then exhorted him ,to patience, constancy, and confidence in 
God, and again blessed him; but as he continued to lament, 
saying that in those mountains of Koo-pa-kew he had no one to 
guide him in the path of salvation, I took from my neck the 
crucifix which had been my guide and comfort in all my travels, 
and gave it to him with the assurance that if he consulted [lis 
Divine Majesty he would receive far better spiritual lessons than 
fiom my poor self. Unable any longer to restrain my feelings, 
I hurnedly mounted my hose, and icsumed my journey, over- 
whelmed with grief at this heart-rending separation, 

Soon after my departure, while this youth was at his deyo- 
tions, a friend suddenly camo and informed him thet his father 
was dying. Ile instantly rushed to his father’s bed-side, but 
only msived in time to see him expire. Tis fither had been 
seized with an apoplectic fit, and calling for a physician instead 
ofa confessor, he died withoutpreceiving tho holy sacrament, 
‘This awful visitation made a great impression on the Christiong 
of Koo-pa-kew, who viewed it as 2 punishment inflicted by the 
Almighty on the deceased for his impious behaviour, Tis fh. 
ther's funeral was no sooner over than John In wanted to join 
us again; but, notwithstanding his urgent prayers and entrea- 
ties, his mother would never allow him to do so. ‘Taking ad- 
vantage of her parental authority, she had even prepared chains 
and stocks wherewith to punish him had he attempted to eseape, 
Finding himself thus debarred from the life that he so ‘ardently 
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desired, lhe shut himse]f up in his room, where he spent his days 
and nights in tears, taking scareo any food, At the end of 2 
month he was so thin and exhausted,.that hisemother, perceiving 
no other means of saving his life, at last allowed him to depart. 
The day of his unexpected return was one of rejoicing: to us all. 
Pale and sad as ho had latterly beon, he now suddenly recovered, 
as if by mhagle, his natural complexion and buoyancy of spirits, 
go that his brother buyst into a flood of tears at this unexpected 
consolation, 7 . 

There is a singular circumstance connected with this incident, 
which I will relate for the edification of my readors. On tho 
morning of the 28th of the preceding month of March, my 
assistant informed me that ho had heard John In weeping during 
the night, but had been unable to elicit from him the cause of 
his grief: hereupon I sent for the youth, gnd pressed him to say 
what ailed him. IIe then told mo that ho had been greatly dis- 
tressed in his sleep by a dream which still continued to harass 
his mind with all tho force of reality, In this dream, which he 
related to me, he had anticipated his withdrawal from school, 
the death of his futhor, the obduracy of his mother, his solitude 
and subsequent illness, and his eventual roturn to us; all of 
which was afterwards iealised with a minuteness and accuracy 
of detail perfectly astonishing. 

TI have dwelt thus much on the obstacles against which I had 
to contend during the infancy of my institution, in order that 
otherg may take oxample, and never oxpect praise or assistance 
from man in the works which theyeundertake for the service of 
Godl, as, soonor or Intor, they will he amply rowaided by IIim, 
All these storms inised by Satan against my frail little bark, on 
its first setting sail, wore a fitvomable omon; for tho gren 
enemy of maukind would not have opposed its progress with so 
much malice if he had not chonded the good regults which it was 
destined to produce, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


‘ 


Arrival of the Russian Embassy—Point of tiquette—Imperial Manifesto— 
Mutiinl Concessions. - 


Ow the 29th off November of the same year, 1720, Count Is. 
mailof, who was sent on an embassy to his Celestial Majesty by 
the Czar, Peter the Great, made his public entry into Peking 
with a retinue of ninety persons, and the sound of trumpets, 
drums, and other military instruments, IIe was on horseback, 
and had a man of gigantic height on one side of him, anda 
dwarf on the other, both on foot. Tis retinue partly precered 
and partly followed him; some on horseback, and others on 
foot; all with drawn swords, and in splendid array. Count 
Ismnilof had a fine person and a noble expression of counte- 
nance: he spoke German, French, and Italian, and had some 
slight knowledge of Latin, 

Lo conduct the negotiations with this ambassador the Em- 
peror appointed a commission, consisting of a mandarin and two 
courtiers, all personages of great authority; and deputed five 
Europeans and a Chinese to serve as interpreters. Being one of 
the number, I had the honour of waitiry on Count Ismailof 
together with the others, After an exchange of compliments, 
the ambassador said ho had a letter from the Czar, which he was 
‘instructed to deliver into his Celestial Majesty’s own hands; and 
on being questioned as to its contents, he produced a copy, and 
gave it to the commissioners, Louis Fan, tho Chinese inter- 
prater, was desived to read it; but the letter was written in 
Latin; and the poor man knew so little of this Ianguaga, that he 
had been obliged to petition the Pope for a dispensation from 
reading mass every day. He muttéred and mumbled till he 
wore out the patience of the bystanders ; and when at length 
he was" pressed to tell the meaning, ho was obliged to confess 
that hd could not make it out. ‘The letter was then handed 
tous, and we immediately rend the contents. It imported that 
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the Czar, being desirous to strongthen the good undorstanding 
fn which ho had hitherto Tived with the Emperor, had sent Count 
Ismailofas his ambassador, requesting his Majesty to listen to 
all tho details that he would have to submit to him, and not 
to send him back to Moscow hefore the business on which he 
had been dispatched was completely arranged, 

The commissioners were incessant in their tnquivics respecting 
the business alluded to in the letter » but the wary Ismailof eon. 
stantly replied thal he was forbidden to speak upon tho aubject 
until the letter had been reecived by the Einporor, and his 
diptomatic capacity acknowledged. As howoyer the commis- 
siguers insisted upon having the first information, the ambassador, 
being at length overcome hy their troublesome importunity, 
stated that the whole business consisted in the establishinent of a 
treaty hetween the Russians and the Chigese, in order to avert 
any future misunderstanding, Whilst we were engaged in con- 
yersation with the ambassador, the dinner sent him by his Majesty 
avsived ; and when he was requested to retarn thanks, by making 
the accastomed prostrations, ho refused, alleging that he repre- 
sented his sovereign, who was on equal terms with the Fanperor ; 
bué that he would make an obeisance according to the custom of 
hig country. ‘The commissioners could not obtain any farther 
concessions, and were obliged Lo be satisfed. 

The Emperor having been immediately informed of this, was 
as much satisfied with the contents of the letter, and the business 
on which the ambassador had been sent, as ho was displeased to 
hear of the reluctance which he hadshown to perform the indis- 
pensable prostrations, But ho divsembled; and jn order to 
obtain his object without coming to a rupture, ho vesoxted to 
ithe stratagem of inviting Count Iamailof to a privato audience, 
saying that ha would receive the Czur’s lettor upon a subsequent 
occasion, ‘The ambassador immediately poreoived tho snare, 
and returned thanks to his Majesty for the honour he was willing 
to grant him as a private individual; but added that, as he was 
in the service of his soveroign, ho must, first beg to presoiit, his 
dotter. 

The Emperor then ordered us to inform the ambassador that, 
as he declined being presented to him before delivering the 
Cuar’s Iettor, his Majeaty would neither receivo the letter nor 
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the gifts sent him by the Ozar; and thpt he might therefore 
return to Russia, ‘To this Ismailof replied that, before execut, 
ingrthe commission he hadrreceived from his sovercign, ho could 
not receive any personal distinction; and when he was asked 
whether, in presenting the lotter, ha would perform the prostra. 
tions, he answered that he would not; but that he, would make 
the obeisance whith Buropean ambassadors mado before the 
princes to whom they were sent. , 

Upon this the Emperor commanded one of his princtpal 
eunuebs, a page, the mastér of the coremonics, and the five Euro. 
pean interpreters to inform the ambassador that, out of regard 
to the Czar, he had been induced to do him the honour which he 
had refused; that, according to the immutable coremonial of 
China, it was incumbent upon ambassadors to make the prostra~ 
tlons, and to place the letter upon a table, whence it was taken 
by a great officer of state, and presonted to his Majesty; that 
although such was the custom, ho would waive it on that parti- 
cular occasion, and reccive him in the great hall: that, besides 
this mamner of presenting any thing written to his Majosty, thero 
was also the official channel of his governmont; and that he 
could choose which of the two ways suited him best. To the 
suggestion of the official channel, the ambassador replied with a 
smile; and with respect to the other, he answered that ho was 
commanded by his master to deliver the letter into his Majesty's 
own hands, and that he could not tako upon himself to depart 
from his instructions. The eunuch then told him that, if neither 
of these ways satisfed hing he might endeavour to meet the 
Emperor, as he was coming to Peking, and kneeling down 
before his Majesty, present him the letter on the public road, 
Count Ismailof also rejected this @dvice as indecorous towards his 
own sovereign, and persisted in saying that he would doliver the 
letter into the Emperor's own hands, in the placo where he was 
accustomed to receive tho ambassadors of other powers. At 
this presumption, highly offensive to Chinese pride, the ounuch 
smiled, and the page said that the ambassador must be mad ; 
wheteupon, without saying one word more, wo all rose and 
broke up the conferenco, 

The interpreters were again summoned to the palace, and a 
decree, written by the Emperor himself, was given to them for 
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translation, with the Jnjunction that they should represent it as 
the work of his Majesty’s ministers, and should request the am- 
bassador to reply, categorically, to every particular, ‘The ians- 
lation was excouted by one of us who was not in sufficiont pos- 
session of the Tartar language io render several parts of the 
nianifesto very clearly. 

The subject of this imperial cdict, which ‘was supposed to bo 
addressed by the Foreign Office to*the ambnssador, was as fol- 
Jows:— The Emperor had hitherto received, and treated with 
gvent honour, all envoys of foreign powor's ; and as during many 
years lie had been on a good understanding with the Czar, as 
soon as he was informed of tho approach of his ambassador to 
Peking, he had sent some mandarins to mect him, finishing 
him with hoyses, and whatever olse was necessary in the journey. 
On the ambassador’s arrival in Pekinggone of his Majesty’s 
ennuchs was sent 1o him with dishes from the imperial table, and 
a message that after a few days he would be received at court, 
THis Majesty thought that all these favours might have induced 
him to give up his unreasonable pretensions of delivering the 
Jettor with his own hands, as ha was no more than a representa- 
tive of his master, This cirenmstance had awakened much sus- 
picion upon his conduct. If he expected to receive tho same 
honours as those that would be paid to the Czar if personally 
present in Peking, the marks of respect hitherto shown him 
were certainly insufficient, and other forms and coremonies must 
be put in practice, IIe howevor was not the Czar, but merely 
hig envoy, and evon for that his Bfajosty did not consider the 
credentials as entirely satisfhctory. Although ho had boasted 
of being not only an ambassador, but also a prime minister, ho 
might boa morchant, who, tht better to sneeeed in his traie, 
hac disguised himeolf as an ambassador. But granting that ha 
had really been dispatched by the Ozar, and that he was in fact 
his ambassador, yet ho ought not on this account (o be so pre- 
sumptuous, nor insist upon presenting his letter with Ide own 
hands, os one familiar frend would to another, without observing 
any of those ceromonies which in China, aro indisponsuble, as 
must have been known not only to him, but to tho Czar also. 
In this manner it was impossible that he should ever ntiain tho 
object of big embassy,” 
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Such was the purport of this imperial fuanifesto, which eon. 
cluded by directing that, as the conduct of the ambassador was 
so suspicious, the Foreign Office should make strict inquiries into 
the matter, and exact from him detailed explanations on every 
point, 

When the translation was completed, the eunveh asked us 
whether the ambassidor and the gentlemen of his suite under 
stood the Latin language, aft as wo replied that they did but 
very little, he then desired mo to make it in Italian, Fearing 
that Count Ismatlof might suspect that T had some share in the 
invectives contained in the deerce, aud excite the Czar’s hatred 
against the Propaganda, in whose service I was, I replied that 
the ambassador was better acquainted with the Fvench than with 
Ttalian, Upon this the euch immediately ordered that the 
translation should begexecuted in the French language, and the 
task was accordingly confided to Father Parrenin, It was fov- 
tunate for ma that he relieved me from this duty, as Count 
Ismailof actually conceived suspicions of the other interpreters, 
but never of myself, Tad this been otherwise, it would have 
grievod me much, for afterwards he was recommended to me by 
the Bishop of Peking in the name of the Propaganda. 

The French translation of the imperial decree, together with 
the original copy in ‘Slartar charactors, was conveyed by the 
mandarins to the ambassador without the aid of the interpreter, 
I was however informed that he did not appear in the least sur 
prised at the blame thus bestowed upon him, and that he again 
expressed his determinationenot to make the required prostra- 
tions, and to present the letter with his own hands. 

The mandarins returned to the ambassador with an answer 
also written by the Emperor himsvlf, but with more condescen+ 
sion, and in the namo of the government, Count Ismailof 
again declared in the same manner, that he would not make the 
prostrations, and demanded permission to place tho Czar’s letter 
himself in the hands of the Emperor. 

This Majesty percoiving that the ambassador firmly persisted 
in this resolution, no longer corresponded with him in ihe name 
of the government, but sent several mandarins, accompanied by 
interpreters, of whom T was one, immediately from himself. We 
stated that the Emperor considered the family of the Czar as 
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his own, and that the @zar’s honour was equally deny to his Ma- 
jesty, with many other siniluy expressions which were mado to 
bear upon the ponding question. Wr added# thal whenever he 
should send an ambassador to the Czar, he promised that his re- 
presentative should stand uncovered beforo him, although in 
China none hat condemned criminals exposed their heads bare, 
and should perform all the other ceremonics*customary at Mos- 
cow. No sooner had we arrived at‘these words, than the chiof 
mandarin instantly took off his cap before the ambassador; and 
the latter being thus satisfied, promised to porform the prostra- 
tions according to Chineso enatom, and also to place tho letter 
upon the table in sight of the Emperor sitting on his throno, so 
that one of the courtiers might afterwards convey it to his Ma~ 
jesty. Tho mandarin farther stated, that tho ambassador had 
the imperial permission to repair to the gaye of tho palace in the 
same state as he had entored Peking, namely with drawn swords, 
musie, and other distinctions, After this Count Ismailof endea~ 
youred to justify his conduct, and produced tho original instruc- 
tions confided to him by the Czar, in which, among other things, 
he was commanded not to porform the prostrations, and to insist 
on delivoring tho letter himself into the hands of the Emperor, 
Tt was finally arranged that the coremony should take place on 
the 9th of the same month, 
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CIIAPTER XX, 


Reception of Count Tsmatlof—Court Diuner—Lulogy of the European 
Missionaties—Presents—The Emperor's Advice to the Czar. 

On the appointed day Count Ismailof wont to the palace to 

present the letter to the Emperor, with tho usual ceremonies 

and prostrations, as had been agreed ; and the presentation took 

place in the manner which I am about to describe, 

After the ambassador and the ninety men of his suite had 
been kept waiting afgood while in the open vestibule of tho 
Great Audience Ilall, the Emperor entered it, followed 
by the principal officers of state, and mounted his magnificent 
throne by some steps on the left, whilst every one elsa ascended 
on the right. Ilis Majesty took his place in a chair gorgeously 
decorated, having on his right three of his sons seated upon 
cushions, and a little farthor off, the halberdicrs, pages, eunuchs, 
chief courtiers, and ourselves, all standing; we interpreters 
wearing the dress and insignia of great mandarins, At the foot 
of the throne, on the floor of the Great Tall, sat upon cushions, 
in distinct rows, the first mandarins of the empire, the Koong- 
yeh, ov lords of the imperial family, and many other mandaring 
of inferior vank. Before tho throne, near the entrance of the 
Great Tall, stood a table prepared with sweetments for his Ma- 
jesty. In the open vestibule, which was a few stops lower than 
the Great Hall, there was anothdr fable, boyond which Count 
Ismailof was standing. According to Chineso etiquatte, the 
ambassador should hava placed the letter upon this tabla, kueel- 
ing down in the vestibule; but the Emperor ordored that the 
table should be brought into the Audience Tall, and that the 
ambassador should also advance, which was a murk of great 
honour, 

Count Ismailof then entered, and immediately prostrated him- 
self before the table, holding up the Czar’s letter with both 
hands. The Emperor, who had at first behaved graciously to 
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Tomailof, now thought proper to mortify him, by making him 
remain some time in this particular posture. The proud Russian 
was indignant at this treatment, and.gavo uxequivocnl signs of 
resentment by ecrtain motions of his mouth, and by turning his 
head aside, which under such circumstances was very uascemly, 
Hlereupon hig Majesty prudently requested that tho ambassador 
himself should take up the letter to him, and&vhon Count Ismai- 
Jof did so, kneeling down at his fecty he received it with his own 
hands, thus giving him another mark of regard, and granting 
what he had previously rofused. ‘ 

After the presentation of the letter, the ambassador, attended 
by the master of the ceremonies, returned to his former place in 
the open vestibule, Shortly aftor, he moved to the centre oppo- 
site the chair in which the Emperor was sitting; behind him 
stood his principal attendants, and further back a number of 
soldiers aud servants, 

When all present wore thus marshalled in due order, at parti- 
cular signals given by the master in chief of the ccremonies, 
they all went down upon their knees, and after tho lapse of a 
fow minutes, beat their heads thrice to the-ground, After this 
all arose upon their fect, then again kneeled down and prostrated 
themselves thee times. In this manner they knevled thrice, and 
performed nine prostrations. 

The ambassador was then conducted again to the Emperor's 
feet, and was asked by his Majesty, through us interpreters, who 
were standing, what request he had to make, Count Ismailof 
answered in the Fiench language, shat the Czar lad sent hint to 
jnqnize after tho health of lis Majesty, and to confim tho frlendly 
yelations that existed, between them; and that he himsell' abo 
took tho liberty of inquiringraftor tho state of his Majesty’s 
health. 

To these inquiries tho Emperor roplied in a very courteous 
manner; and then added, that it being a feast day, it would not 
be proper to discuss business, for which an nudience would bo 
granted at another opportunity, Ifo then commanded Count 
Ismailof and his attendants td be seated. ‘The ambassador was 
then permitted to sit down upon a low cushion at the end of the 
row in which were the Koong-ych, ns mentioned above, and four 
of his principal attendants ware placed behind him at the ox- 
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tremity of the next row. All his other fellowers wore direated 
to remain in the vestibulo. When thoy were all sented, his Ma. 
jesty began to speak, addressing his discourso to the ambassador, 
and said that he was not to be surprised at secing the European 
missionaries of our party habited in the dress and decorations of 
great mandaring: that wo were nob mandarins, but only appa- 
yelled as such by h’s command, so that we might "take part in 
the ceremony, to which nonp but porsons in that costume could 
be admitted; but that although we word not maudafins, it was 
not to be inferred that we were unworthy of such distinotion, but 
merely unwilling to be clovated to this dignity, as well ag other 
honours, which ho would otherwise gladly have bestowed. Ie 
also wished the ambassador not to feel surprised at our being 
placed nearer to the throne than himself, or the great manda- 
rins and lords, as oyrs was an exceptional place, granted only 
for that, particular obeasion, while that occupied by Ismailof 
was in the rank of his own grandecs. Je moreover desired him 
to understand that we Europeans were not residing at Peking by 
force or constraint, like prisonors of war, and so brought to the 
capital, but that we had come from distant countrics of our own 
free-will to offer him our services; and that even on that day 
wo had assisted him as interpreters not by command, but merely 
by invitation, IIe lastly declared, that during the whole of his 
xelgn we had committed no fault deserving even # reprimand ; 
and that he gave us such marke of his affection because he 
wished to gain ours. Ilis Majesty was pleased on that day} to 
say from his throne these and many other things in praise of the 
Evropeans, not only for the information of the ambassador, but 
also to justify himself before his courtiers, who were astonished 
to see us so highly honoured, =, 

‘When the Emperor had fuished his eulogy of the Europeans, 
he put many questions to the ambnssador upon various subjects. 
After theso ho called him to the throne, and with his own hands 
gave him some wine in a gold cup, an act of condescension which 
he also bestowed on his four principal attendants above-men- 
tioned. He then commanded his great officars of atata to sum- 
mon the remaining persons composing the ambassador’s suite to 
the Qoor of the Great Ilall, in parties of five, and to serve them 

‘with drink, In the meantime a table of sweotments was con- 
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veyed to the ambasgdor, and then anotlief upon which were 


dishes from the Emperor's own table. As all the company wore 
seated in the Tartar fashion, that is, with tha legs crossed, and 
upon very low cushions, the tables Wero scarcely a foot high. 
‘All those who were seated on the floor of the Great IIall, as 
well as ourselves, were each furnished with o litte table, and 
thus we al] afb and drank, his Majesty continaing on the throne, 

During the repast, the Empsror grdored his musicians to play 
and sing in the Chinese fashion ; and after this two youths wore 
introduced, who danced With so much clegaifee, that wo Eu. 
yopeaus were much astonished at the performance, In tho ves- 
tibule, where the ambassador’s suite was entertained, the same 
kind of amusements were provided; and after two hours had 
been thus passed, the Emperor retired, and we proceeded to an- 
other part of the palace to join the other sere Ilere we 
all prostrated ourselves before the mandarins, and returned 
thanks to his Majesty for the honour he had done us by the great 
eulogy above-mentioned, ILis Majesty sont a message to us by 
the eunuch Ching-foo, importing that he had thus spoken in our 
favour, in order, by making our good qualities generally known, 
to paljiate anything of a contrary naturo; and that although he 
had punished Pedrint, that fact must be considered as a funily 
transaction, for he had behaved towards him as a fathor to his 
son, without any publicity, 

On, the following morning the Emperor sent a dinner to the 
ambassador and the whole of his suite; and as his Majesty was 
at Chan-choon-yuen, and tho ambngsador at Veking, we were 
obliged to perform a journey of three hours on horseback. The 
euntich put so many questions to Uhe ambassador, partly by com+ 
mand and partly to satisfy his,own curiosity, that we wore do« 
tained till three o'clock in the afternoon. We then returned to 
the palace at a gallop; and aa I had not yot broken my thst, [ 
found myself so weak, that it was with grent dificully I could 
keep my seat upon the horse, ‘This kind of hardship J expe- 
rienced very often, but I only mention it to show the kind of 
honouxable galley-slaves we word at tho imporiul court. 

Upon a certain day appointed for tho purpose, the ambassador 
presented tho gifts sont by his sovoreign, consisting of two 
watohes studded with diamonds, a clock in a case of crystal, 


containing a portrhit of the Czar, which yes not at all relished 
by the Chinése, who did not like to sce the portralt of the Czay 
thus publicly exhibited ; 9 beautiful casket likewise adorned with 
crystal; eight large mixrbra, some cases of mathematical ine 
struments, a large hemisphere, a level, a microscope, some tele. 
scopes, & hundred sable skins, the same number of ermine and of 
fox ; and some artfeles turned by the Czar himself.” Tis Majesty 
accepted all these presents, which, as I said elsewhere, wag 
a mark of especial honour ; and gave thé ambassador, and each 
of his four prificipal attendants, an ‘enamelled snufl-box, made 
in his imperial manufactory. 

When the Emperor had accepted these presents, the ambag. 
sador and two gentlemen of his suite were again received by his 
Majesty in his private apartments, where, after performing the 
usual prostrations, they wore again invited to a repast, of which 
we interpreters were also allowed to partake, Upon this the 
conversation turned exclusively on the peace which it was expe. 
dient to preserve between the two monarchies, during which the 
Emperor repeatedly commanded the Russians to listen in silonce, 
and to write in their Ianguage what he was going to say, so that 
they might report it to their master, Ie likewise ordered the 
Tartars to record it in their language, and us Europeans in ours, 
and to furnish the ambassadoy with an accurate translation, that 
he might carry to his sovereign the important picce of advice he 
wished to send him. Ilis Majesty then began to speak, and after 
a, bombastic preamble, said that the peace and welfaro of the two 
nations depended on the Cgar’s health; and that, having heard 
how he delighted in marine excursions, ho was desirous to warn 
him against the inconstancy of the sea, lest he should thus expose 
himself to destruction, At the,conclusion of this solemn illus. 
tration of the old saying, “ Parturiunt montes, nascetur ridieulua 
mus,” Count Ismailof had great difficulty in refraining from 
laughter, as he himself afterwards told me. : 

As the Emperor's elephants are kept near the house of the 
Portuguese Jesuits, his Majesty ordered that upon a cortain day 
the ambassador and the four principal officers of his suite should 
be entertained by.these missionaries, and then escorted to sea the 
imperial stables. ‘There were thirty-three elephants instructed ; 
to perform various feats and tricks, which they executed in the | 
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presence of the ambaslador, blowing trumpel? with their trunks, 
and kneeling or dancing at the command of their keepers, 

The day after we returned to the palace with Count Ismnélof 
and his secretary, when his Majesty-gave each of them a superb 
dress of snblos, 2 vase of fine motal, and two glasses of wine, 

‘The ambassador was also invited to dino at the residence of 
the French Jesuits, who gave him a sumptudus entertainment, 
enlivened by the best music to be found in those parts, which ia 
not at all disagreeable to ihe ear; this was followed by dances, 
and tricks of Iegerdemain; which excited the dmiiation of all 
the company. 

On the 18th of March, 1721, Count Ismailof departed with 
his train from Peking on his way back to Moscow, taking with 
him many valuable presents sent by the Emperor to the Czar, 
As my attention was thon engrossed by other matters, I will not 
attempt to describe these presents, or any other transaction of 
the embassy, lest I should commit any error, I will only add 
one incident, which may perhaps give an idea of the immense 
wealth of the Chinese monarch. One day I was commanded to 
show to the ambassador and some of his attendants his Majesty’s 
collection of clocks and watches. On entering the room, Count 
Ismatlof was so astonished at the number and variety of these 
articles displayed hefore him, that ho suspected they wore counter- 
feit. I then requested him to take some of them in his hand, 
and having done so, he was surprised to find them all perfect, 
But his astonishment increased still more when I told him that 
all the clocks and watches ho now saw were intended for pre- 
sents, and that his Majesty possessed a still greater number, placed 
in various parts of his palaces for his own usc. 
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CHAPTER XXT, 


The Emperor in Bed—Life at, Je-hol—A quid pro quo—IIaid Living 
Tilness of Scipel, - . 


Dunine the stay of the Russian embassy in Peking, Dv. Volta, 
a Milanese priest and physician, arrived at Chan-choon-yuen, 
and I was summoned to accompany him when he was intro. 
duded 'to the Emperor, After asking him o few questions, his 
Majesty commanded hirh to feel his pulse, Dr, Volta imme.- 
diately obeyed, but remarked that, in order to forin o cortect 
opinion of the state of lis Majesty’s health, he must feel his pulse 
on that evehing and the next itdrning. This being therefore 
repeatetl lien the Emperor went to bed, atid then agaih before 
he arose, the physician pronounced him to be in an excellent 
state of health. I observed on this occhsion (hat his Majesty's 
bed was wide enotigh to contain five or six persons, and had no 
sheets. The upper part of the mattress, as well as the under 
part of the quilt, wis lined with Jamlis’skin, and the Emperor 
slépt bdtween these, without wearing any night-cldthes, As it 
seldom ‘happens that an Emperor is seen in bed by strangers, 
he said to us, “ You are forelgners, aid yet you see me in bed,” 
We réplied'that we had that honour because his Majesty treated 
us as bis sons; whereupon lie added, “ T consider you as mom- 
bers of my own hbuse, antl very near relatives.” 

The life to which I was doomed this year, when wo went’ to 
Je-hol, was quite that of a prisoner. The Emperor being much 
pleased with Scipel’s sculptures, thought proper, lest the artist 
should work for any one else by stealth, to shut him up in his 
inner palace, appointing me to be his interpreter, ‘The outer 
palace, to which ihe Ismperor repahed on certain days of the 
week for the transaction of busfness, had a guard of soldiers, and 
was open to all the officers of state; but the inner one, con. 
taining his Majesty’s seraglio, was guarded by eunuchs, and even 

ons and nephews of the Emperor were excluded. If by uny 
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accident a stranger was required to enter it, Th could only do so 
under the escort of twenty eunuchs, who took every possible pre- 
eqution to prevent him from seeing any of the female inmates, 

According to a custom strictly Shsorved in China, the Em- 
peror cannot inhabit the apartments which were occupied by 
his parents, nor uso the throne of his prececossor ; and as his 
Majesty's mother had died a few years before,*Soipel and I wore 
commanded to take possession of hes empty house. It consisted 
of a small parlour, and a fow other apartments ; and was built 
within asmall garden, at the top of a delightful Ifttle promontory, 
which commanded a Jako of some extent. By bringing the water 
of the iver which flows closo by Je-hol into his gardens, the 
Emperor had formed the Inke, and 4 number of canals, which 
were plentifully stocked with fresh-water fish, 

On the other side of the lake there wasy cottage opposite to 
our own, whither his Majesty often retired to study, accompanied 
by some of his concubines. As the windows in China a1e os 
high and broad as the 100ms themsolyes, aud in summer aro 
kept wide open on account of the heat, through the holes in ours, 
which were flamed with paper, I sew the Emperor employed in 
reading or writing, while these wretched women vomained alts 
ting upon cushions, as silent as novices, Through these holes 
Lalso obsorved the cunuchs while they were engaged in various 
ways of fishing, Tis Majesty would then sit in a superb little 
bont, with five or six concubines at his fect, some ‘Taitor and 
others Chinese; all dressed in their national costumes, The 
boat was always followed by many offers, all loaded with ladies, 

Whon the Emperor's presance was required in the outer 
palaca on somo busiuoss, he genorally went by wators and, as 
he necessarily passed undor my» window, T also saw him, To 
always came in a boat with somo concubines, and with a train of 
other boats loaded with ladies. On reaching the spot whera, by 
asecrot door, ho enlored the room in which he gavo audience, 
he Joft. the concubines behind, in charge of tha eunuchs. I snw 
him several times about the gardens, hut never on foot, Ile was 
always carried in a sedanyhatr, surrounded by a crowd of conap- 
hines, all walking and smiling. Sometimes he sal upon a high 
seat, in tho form of a throne, with a nymber of eunuchs stand- 
dng around him ;.and, watching a favourable moment, he sud- 
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denly threw among his ladies, grouped Nefore him on carpets 
of felt, artificial snakes, toads, and other loathsome animals, in 
oréier to enjoy thé ee of seeing them scamper away with 
their crippled feet. At other times he sent some of his ladies 
to gather filberts and othet fruits upon a neighbouring hill, and 
pretending to be craving for some, he urged on the poor lame 
creatures with noigy exclamations until some of them fell to the 
ground, when he indulged in a Jond and hearty laugh, Such 
were frequently the recreations of his Imperial Majesty, and 
particularly in the cool of the summer evenings, Whether he 
was in the country, or at Peking, he saw no other company but 
his ladies and eunuchs; a manner of life which, in my opinion, 
is one of the most wretched, though the worldly consider it as 
the height of happiness. 

‘While staying at fhis cottage, I was one day informed by one 
of the eunuchs, that if I wished to see a Iloly Bonze, greatly 
renowned in China, I had but to look through the holes of the 
paper, and I should see him pass. I accordingly tried to see; 
but instead of directing my view towards the north, where the 
said Bonze was passing, I looked towards the west, and I dis- 
covered upon the shore of the Jako a person clothed in a scarlet 
mantle, with a splendid head-dress of jewels, similar to those 
represented upon the heads of Chinese goddesses, To this per. 
son a little boy, about five years old, was speaking on his knees, 
‘The eunuch asked me what I thought of the divine Bonze. I 
replied that it was a lamentable thing that one so beautiful and 
so young should so soonshave learned the art of deception ; 
having already persuaded the Emperor that he knew how to 
render man immortal, and actually causing himself to be adored 
as a divinity by one of his Majesty’s children. ‘Tho eunuch, 
hearing me talk of youth, beauty, and adoration, asked mo in 
what direction I had been looking. ‘Towards tho west,” I 
answered; at which he laughed heartily, and told me to look 
towards the north, as it was not too late, Following his direc- 
tion, I now perceived the Bonze in a little boat, accompanied by 
eunuchs, who were conveying lim to the Emperor; and I was 
afterwards infornied by my friend, that the idol which I had 
seen was no other than one of his Majesty’s principal concu- 
bines, who, being indisposed, was taking the air upon the shores 
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of thoAke ; and that fie ehild whom ‘ had sden knecling before 


her was her son, 

Every morning, except on feast days, Scipq) and I repaired to 
our cottage by break of day, that is$ before the ladies left the 
seraglio; and there we were obliged to remnin till thoy wera 
again secured in their apartments, which generally happened 
about sun-set, During the hot months, however, thoy some- 
times stayed out of doors till nearlyone o'clock in the morning, 
and then the eunuchs detained us until that lato hour, We wore 
supplied with food from tho imperial kitcheny'but it was always 
cold, dnd not being accustomed td this, we suffered grently, 

Tn his latter years the Emperor had hecome vory economical ; 
and on hearing that our food was furnished from his table, ho 
sent his eunuch Ching-foo to inquire whether we continued to 
receive the twelve tacls por month which,he had allowed us for 
our provisions, JI replied in the affirmative; and the eunuch re- 
primanded me sharply, as having attempted to extort a double 
allowance; but he was not a little confused when I informed 
him, that so far from making such an attempt, we often peti- 
tioned to be permitted to dine in our own house, according to 
the manner of our country, and our prayer had never been an-' 
swered, Iis Majesty was soon convineed of the rectitude of our 
conduct, but he did not like us to leave the cottage in the even- 
ing, lest we should meet any of his concubines. All we obtained 
was, that we need not in future enter the Palace at sun-rise, but 
four hours after, when the ladies retired to diner. rifling as 
this change was, we both rejoiced at it, for it just gave us tine 
enough to set our household in order, and to perform religious 
duties whieh we had long beon obliged to neglect. 

My constitution having alregly suffered greatly from various 
causes, I was afraid that this mode of living might entirely do- 
atroy it; but though I had been from my youth of a sparo habit 
of body, I now bogan to grow fat and strong. In the morning 
before going to the cottage, I ate as much as my stomach would 
bear; in the afternoon J took a piece of bread, which I brought 
with me, and drank tea jvitheit; and upon returning home, 1 
supped with an excellent appetite. But Scipel was not so for. 
tunate, lis constitution sank gradually day by day, till at Jast 
a long and serious illness nearly deprived him of his life, 
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CUAPTER XXII. 


Denth of the Emperor Kang-hy“-Fumeral Rites<-Punishment of two great 
Mandarins, | 


Baruy in the year 1722 I was appointed interpreter and guide 
to Father Angelo, tho Emperor's watchmaker; and as wo spent 
the whole day in the imperial collection of clocks and watches 
at Peking, which was more than two hours’ journey from our 
apartments at Chan-ckoon-yuen, the mandarins ordered that we 
should lodge in the houses of the French or Portuguesa Jesuits, 
The resident superiors, however, refused to receive us, under 
pretence that they had no accommodation. Iereupon I resolved 
to seize the opportunity, and attempt to establish a house in 
Peking for the use of the missionaries sont by the Propaganda, 
“hoping that the Emperor would not object to the foundation, or 
else that he would compel the Jesuits to lodge us. I therefore 
purchased a dilapidated edifice, in a good situation, within the 
yellow wall, which I almost wholly rebuilt, without allowing 
the French and Portuguese Jesuiis to discover what I waa doing ; 
and as soon as it could be inhabited, Father Angelo and myself 
took up our residence there,,to our ineffable delight. 

In the meantime his Majesty, who was at Iae-tsoo, the ancient 
country-mansion of the Chinese emperors, was suddenly sized 
With inflammation. This illness is not so common in the north 
of China as it is in the south of Italy, owing perhupa to the 
difference of climate ; for in Peking, from September till Maroh 
the cold increases in uniform gradation, and from March to Sep- 
tember decreases in the same manner, while at Naples tho weathor 
passes from one extreme to another in the course of the same 
day,,owing to the provailing scitoccos, In consequence of this 
illness his Majesty returned to his palace of Chan-choon-yuen, 
also called Hac-tion, One or two days after, the Ewropeans 
-ame there to inquite after the state of his Majesty’s health ; and 
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on this oceasion the French and Pobtuguesg Jesuits, who had 
discovered the purchase I bad made, offercc, to accommodate ma 
in their houses, but I declined with thanks. They observed that 
the Emperor, on learning what I had done, night be angry with 
us all-; and I replied that, though it was not my fault, I was 
ready to abide by the consequences. 

On the 20th of December, 1722, I was talking after supper 
with Father Angelo in the house of his Majesty’s ‘uncle, where 
we resided, when I heard an unusual murmuring noise, as if 
arising from a number of yoices within the,palace. Being 
acquainted with the manners of the country, I instantly caused 
the doors to be locked, and remarked to my companion that 
either the Emperor was dead, or else that a rebellion had broken, 
out at Peking. In order to satisfy myself'as to the cause of the 
disiyrbance, I climbed up on the wall of our dwelling, which 
skirted the public voad, and saw with astohishment an innymer- 
able multitude of harsemen, riding furiously in every direction, 
without speaking to each other. After watching their move- 
monts for some time, I at last heard some persons on foot say 
that the Emperor Kang-hy wag dead. I was afterwards informed 
that, when given over by his physicians, he had appointed as hig 
successor his fourth son, Young-Chin, who immedigtely hegan 
fo reign, and to be obeyed by everyborly, One of the first eayes 
pf the new Emperor wag to have the corpse of his father glothed, 
and conyeyed the same night to the palace at Peking, attending 
it himself on horseback, followed by his brotheys, childyen, and 
relatives, and escorted bya countless host of soldiers with drayn 
swords, The noxt morning I repated to Peking with Father 
Angelo ang Scipel, for the pprpose of going to the palaca, to 
show our concern for the death of Kang-hy; but we yore nob 
admitted that day or the following. 

T have alveacy described what I apd the other Europeans had 
done ypon the death of Kang-hy’s mothor. The same core- 
monies were now to ba performed for the death of the deogpaed 
Emperor. We ontored the palace with the other missionaries, 
all olothed in mourning, and yent directly to the gate Isi-nin. 
eung, where we found the mandarins assembled. Some of the 
missionaries, after speaking aside with the mandavins, followed 
them to,the entrance of the inpor palace, where the corpse lay, 











and the funeral vites were performed. {I then observed to 
Father Rinaldi, who, being newly arrived, trusted entirely to 
my directions, that, they were going towards the bicr, but I did 
not know what ceremoniet they intended to perform. Upon 
this Father Rinaldi asked them what they wore going to do; 
and he received for answer, that there would be no improper 
or idolatrous sacrifices, no papers burnt, no libations of wine 
performed. On this assuyance we followed the others; ond 
through the gate already mentioned, we entered a spacious court, 
in which we found a vast number of nfandarins upon their knees, 
They were all habited in mourning, and weeping; and from 
time to time, upon a signal from tho master of the ceremonies, 
they all at once raised such a howl of lamentation as filled the 
sky; after which they performed their prostrations, 

We were then ordored to kneel also, but in a place apart from 
the mandarins, In this position we wept with them, and made 
the same prostrations, not perceiving anything unlawful or 
unehristian in such marks of grief. During several days we 
repaired to the same spot, and repeated the same ceremonies, 

When the funeral rites were over, [ asked a mandarin who 
had assisted at the ceremony, in what manner it had been per- 
formed; and he replied, that during the whole time the body 
was lying in the palace no paper money had been burnt; but 
that, after the removal of the body to Kiah-Shian, the mountain 
of gold, a place immediately without the gate of the palace, such 
a quantity of paper money had been burnt that the air around 
was for a time clouded with smoke. Ife also told me that the 
Tien-tsien, or libation of wine, had been made, and had taken 
place in this mauner :—The president of the Board of Rites pre- 
sonted a vessel of wino to the Jimperor, who poured it into a 
large golden bowls and at the same moment the master of the 
ceremonies gave a signal, at which the mandarins, and we mis. 
sionaxies with them, porformed their prostrations. On hearing 
that we had, even unconsciously, taken part in this work of super+ 
stition, I was grieved and alarmed to a dogree which it would 
be impossible for me to express; and in order to preolude the 
reeurrenge of such a misfortune, I resolved to quit that Babylon 
at any risk, and as soon as possible, 

yA few days after the Emperor Kang-hy’s death, whilst the 
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faneral rites above mentioned were Deing yerformed, Young- 


Chin, his successor, marked his accession to the throne by an 
act of justice which struck the whole empiiewith astonishment. 
The mandarin Chao was selzed by dhis command, loaded with 
heavy chains, and condemned to die under a wooden collar, 
which is a sort of walking pillory, weighing nearly two hundred 
pounds. The property of this arrogant courtter was confiscated, 
his family enslaved, and his concubines assigned to other per- 
sons, His+Majesty, ita proclamation, declared that he had thus 
punished him for his prid&, and for the ill use*he made of his 
authority in persecuting the Europeans; all which I could but 
attribute to the decrees of an over-ruling Providence. Such was 
the end of the renowned Chao-Chang, who was the declaved 
enemy of Cardinal de Tournon, and of all Christians in gencial. ' 

An end still more deplorable than that of Chao awaited his 
intimate friend Mo-lao, This worthy had several months before 
proceeded to Macao, for the purpose of purchasing rich and 
beautiful articles from Europe, which he intended to present to 
the late Emperor; and, on receiving the intelligence of his 
death, he hastened to return and offer his collection to the new 
sovereign, lis friends, who were well aware of the change 
that had taken place in public affhirs, having witnessed tho im- 
prisonment of Chao, and many others of the nobility with whom 
he was connected, advised him to defer his return, He, how~ 
ever, relying upon the effect that his gift of valuable curiosities 
would produce, treated their counsel with contempt, On his 
arrival at Peking he presented his rich offerings to the Emperor, 
who did him the great honour of Reecepting them all, Of this 
I mysolf was a witness, as his Majesty, soon after his “accession, 
commanded Seipel and mo to ork in the palace, A few days 
after Mo-lao was summoned to the court, and, oxpecting to 
receive some mark of distinction, he came with an air of triumph, 
arrayed in his most magnificent robes, and followed by a long 
train of attendants. We however found a far different reception 
from what he had anticipated, Scarcely had he entered a gate, 
near which Scipel and I were standing, when he was presonted 
to the thirteenth brother of the Emperor, who, after bidding 
him kneel down, ordored him, in the name of his Majesty, imme« 
diately:to join the army, then engaged in war against the Tartar 
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chiof, Tsoo-wang-a0-pat-tan ; adding that hie was thus condemned 
on suspicion of felony, and that he must bear all the oxponses 
attanding the senignce. At this unexpected blow the unhappy 
Mo-lao was thunder-strucke; bul after a while, taking courage, 
he humbly submitted that hewas wholly unfit for such a, service, 
both from inexperience of arms and weakness of constitution, 
and he therefore implored the clemency of his Majesty for his 
exemption. But the prince, who perfectly undorstood the Em- 
porar’s objact in insisting on such a command, repliedy * Mo-lno, 
thou well knowest the custom of the court; obey, therefore, 
without reply, otherwise thou wilt be compelled ;” after which he 
turned from him, and went away, Mo-lao returned home visibly 
altered, and upon his arrival great was the fear with which all 
the inmates af his house were seized, upon learning the unwel- 
come news, Ile laysupon his bed weeping bitterly, whilst his 
servants prepared his 1uggage for departure, and the day after he 
left. the capital for the army upon the confines of the province of 
Shen-sy. When he had reached his destination he was conducted 
to the same house in which one of the Emperor's own brothers 
was confined, on the suspicion of having with criminal intention 
supplied him with money to purchase those presents, which were 
far too splendid for the means of any priyate individual, 

The two exiles, though shut up in separate apartments, con- 
trived to correspond with each other, and ta engage in a con» 
splracy, which being at length discovered, they were both 
conveyed to Paking, landed with chains. Ilere the miserable 
Mo-lao, three different times, had his legs squeezed between two 
pieces of wood, which were"drawn together with such force as 
nearly to break the bone, and undey this torture he confessed 
himself guilty, but without implicating the prince. Is cons 
feasion was mada public, and at the hottom of it was written his 
sentence of death, decreed by the Bonrd of Rites, 

This eourt had candemned Bfo-lao ta be beheaded, which in 
China, is as disgraceful as the gallows in Euvope, but the Em- 
peror did not approve of the sentence, and commanded him to 
be again conducted into the province of Shen-sy, Te was ac- 
cordingly conducted thither in chains, without being permitted 
to see any one of his family, or to have any of his servants to 
rttend him, and on arriving at the ploce of his destination, ha 
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nents 
was kept prisoner in a Tartar temple for se¥eral months, At 
last he was informed that the Emperor condemned him to die 
by his own hands, and the executioner, after*freeing’ him from 
his chains, gave him a cup of poistn, a halter, and a dagger, 
that he might choose for himself whichever death he preferred, 
but he left him no food. The next day the executioner returned, 
expecting to find him dead; but seeing that he was still alive, 
he urged the necessity of instant exetution:; Mo-lao then taking 
off a cont 6f mail adorned with gold, gave it to the man to 
get more time allowed, The executioner aecepfed the gift, and 
went to the mandarins to report that he had not yet killed him- 
self; but on the following day, finding him once more alive, he 
stifled him beneath a sack of sand. After this his body was 
burnt, and, to complete the tragedy, his ashes were scattered to 
the winds, 
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CITAPTER XXIII. 


° 


Exclusion of Europeans from th? Imperial Palnee—Plotting-—Death of the 
Emperor’s Mother—Difficultices—Final resolution to depart, 
4 a 


Tue remains of the imperor Kang-hy were now to ho removed 
into Tartary, to the tombs of his ancestors, and we received an 
order to accompany them to a certain distance out of the gates 
of the capital. But as we know that tho funeral procession 
would fraquently stop to perform sacrifices and oblations, we re~ 
solved to take no part in the superstitious practices of those 
heathens, and not to attend, Lest, however, I should give my 
inveterate enemies a pretext against me, when the head of the 
procession was more than two miles in advance, so that we could 
not even see their proceedings, Scipel and I mounted on horse- 
back, and followed the multitude as fir as the place to which we 
had orders to go. During my long stay in China, I never had 
experienced anything so vexatious and mortifying as the neces. 
sity under which I was of resorting to so unmanly a device in 
order to spare my conscience without mopeee my personal 
safety. 

A few months after, all the Europeans were summoned to 
appear before the ‘Too-yoo-800, or Board of the Imperial Mouse- 
hold, when the mandarins informed us in the name of the Go- 
yernor, who was the seventegnth brother of the Emperor, 
that for the future, when they wanted anything, they must no 

- longer go to the palace, but communicate with the Board. In 
consequence of this measure, which has certainly emanated from 
the Sovereign, the Europeans wero excluded from the imperial 
residence, to which they had hitherto been admitted; and from 
that day forward no one of them was allowed to enter it unless 
by lils Majesty’s especial permission, as in Scipel’s case and my 
own, i 

Although my enemies were greatly humbled by the fall of the 
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mandarins Chao-chan and Mo-lao, Set thegmalignity of their 
conduct continued unchanged. Their shafts were ever aimed at 
me and my friends, te prevent our establigiment in Pekjng. 
Two months had now passed since) I was informed that they 
were plotting to compel us to reside with the Frénch and Por- 
tuguese Jesuits. They were aware that I had already purchased 
a house, and that Pedrini was treating for another still larger, 
They also knew that I had opened two chapels in which reli-~ 
gious cererhonies were'performed, and that Pedrini intended - to 
do the same. ‘For theso reasons they feared that. by degrees wa 
might assume the spiritual direction of all the Christians in Pe- 
king, and thus they laboured to prevent it, by forcing us to live 
with the other Europeans, so that we might have uo particular 
church wherein to officiate. 

But Kang-hy’s death brought a new stgte of things, and they 
could succeed in none of their projects. Nevertheless, in conse- 
quence of their evil practices, I was summoned before the ‘Loo- 
yoo-soo, and ordered to produce in writing the names, country, 
age, and profession of each of us, who were sent by the Propa~ 
ganda. Moreover, the mandarins of the Board questioned me 
about my friends, and recommended me to remove to one of the 
houses of the French or Portuguese. ‘Io this T replied, that 
such a scheme could produce no good result, because, belonging 
to different Orders and nations, we could not all adopt one and 
the same mode of life, and that, having houses of onr own, it was 
neither just nor decent that we should go and reside with others, 
putting them and ourselves ‘to the greatest inconvenience, I 
supported my argument by the vonduct of these same French 
and Portuguese Jesuits, who had obstinately resisted al] the en~ 
deavours of the Into Emporor, Kang-hy to unite them in one 
society, I further stated, that our object in coming to Poking 
was to enter into the Emperor's service, and that while we were 
so occupied, it could not much matter to his Majesty whether 
we resided in our own houses or in those of others, but that the 
Joss of our comfort and convenience was of great, importance to 
us, At that time, I continued; three of us, namely, Father An- 
gelo, Scipel, and myself, were selected by his Majesty for his 
immediate service; and being without intermission engaged at 

* the palace, we had taken a small house in Peking, that we might 
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better attend to his Majesty's orders, The other five resided 
near the Emperor’s palace of Hae-tien, in a house purchased by 
permission; and when any one of them should have work to 
execute for the Emperor, he would he gladly received into my 
house, or another which Don Pedrini was preparing. These 
and other arguments of the same nature I found it necessary to 
employ before the mandarins of the Board, who were not acting 
by command, and had no interest in the business, Choy were 
satisfied with my reasons, and promised to submit them to the 
Governor ; and*as the subject was never revived, I suppose they 
muat have met with his approbation. 

On tho 24th of June, 1723, the mother of the reigning Em- 
peror Young-Chin died; and recollecting what had happened 
at the obsequies of the Emperor Kang-hy, I resolved rather to 
die than again to be jmplicated in such abominations, Accord- 
ingly I wrote to our five companions who were at IIne-tien, 
warning thom against any participation in the impending core. 
monies, unless in the manner that we had followed the funeral 
of Kang-hy’s mother ; and entreated them to attend at the place 
where we had been on this latter occasion, instead of that at 
which wo had met at Kang-hy’s own death. 

After sending the letter, I went to the Too-yoo-so0 to pro- 
cure mourning, which was distributed to all the Europeans at 
the expense of the state. The mandarins asked me in what part 
of the palace the Europeans had assembled for Kang-hy’s olso- 
quies, and for those of his mother; whether we had gone to the 
Tiw-scian, that is, the golden mountain; and what ceremonies 
we had performed upon these oecasions. I related what has 
been described above, and concluded by saying that we ware 
permitted to enter the Tsy-nin-koong, and to remain there some 
timo clothed in mourning, and scated on the ground precisaly 
as we had done on the death of Kang-hy’s mother. ‘Phe man- 
daring replied, that that would do, They however referred the 
whole matter to cortain authorities, who decided that tho Eu- 
nopeans should go to another place, the namo of which has now 
escaped my memory, It was fortunate for us that matters took 
this turn; for if the mandarins had resolved to send us into the 
Loong-tan-men, in obedience to our instructions from Rome 
we had determined to refuse. This new trial which I so nar- 
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yowly escaped,‘ was another reason for hasteying my return to 
Europe. 

Neither I nov the other Europeans knewawhere to make,in- 
quirics concerning the part of the palace where we were expected 
to meet, nor could we guess how we were to act. Unable to 
ascertain whether I could lawfully be present or not, I resolved 
not to enter "tho paluce with the other missimaries ‘during the 
furioral rites, but to show myself to she mandarins after the ce- 
remony was completed.’ It so happened, ‘however, that the other 
missionaries were not obliged to ‘take part in the rites, having 
arrived after the libation of wine had been performed, 

In the afternoon some of my companions returned to the pa- 
lace, and I went straight to the 'Too-yoo-soo, where I remained 
till they’ canié owt kgain. J was afterwards informed that when 
they had arrived on the spot, they were required to do nothing 
but fo stand apart in a rank, where they remained till the cere- 
mdny was over, without performing any prostrations, 

We afterwards ‘continued to Wear mourning, but were not 
called upon to take part in any other ceremonies; for according 
to the will of the decensed Empress, the obsequies were not to 
be protracted beyond three days, in order that the Emperor 
might resume without delay the government of so vast an em- 
pire. 

His Majesty had taken it into his'head to have a fountain eon 
siructed which should never dease to play. We were accortl. 
ingly asked by command, whether any of ts were able to contrive 
it, A Frenchman answered ‘to the ¢ffect that two of his coun- 
trymen had Jately arvived who would undertake such a work, 
Father Angelo, through'me as interpretor, replied without he- 
altation, that he felt equal to, the task. The others declared 
themselves ignorint of such matters, Tether Angelo had 
already begun a design to be aubmilted to the Emperor, 
when I was informed that the fountain required by the su- 
perstitious monarch owed its origin to the following circum- 
stance, His Majesty had demanded of a certain Bonze, who 
was believed to bo possessed *of miraculous powers, how his 
dynasty could be rendered perpetual—und the Bonze had replied 
that this might be'attained whenever a fountain should be con- 
structed whoge Waters shutild Never aeaso to fldw ‘upon the'figure 
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ofa dragon, Thase who’ gave me this information, deeming it : 
wrong to encourage such heathen superstition, had unanimously 
deglared that they were unable to execute the work, I had 
inquited of the courtiers, tyho issued the order, what might be 
the object of the Emperor, but they replied that it was merely 
for his own amusement. Nevertheless, being well satished of 
his superstitious intention, I deemed it my duty to prevent Fa. 
ther Angelo from undertaking the work, especially as by means 
of polite excuses and suitable representations he could avoid it 
without givings offence. Accordingiy I communicated my opi- 
nion to Father Angelo, and found much difficulty in inducing 
him to adopt it, 

Soon after this dangarous and delicate business had been so 
well arranged, that even in tho Palace the fountain was no longer 
mentioned, the Disposer of all things exposed me to finther 
wials. The Emperor commanded that Father Angelo should be 
required to state whether ho was ablo to assist in the manufac. 
ture of bells in bronze, of which he sent him the models. J'vom. 
the peculiar shape of theso bells, and from the inscriptions 
upon them, it appeared they wore destined for the worship and 
temples of idols; and somo courtiers moreover told me that the 
Emperor intended to place them, togcther with a mass of bows 
and arrows, in the belly of an enormous idol which he had 
erected ina spacious temple situated near the palaco, I was, 
therefora, satisfied that Father Angelo could not undertake such 
a work without sharing in the sin of idolatry; and before the 
answer was returned, I cautioned him not to betray by his ges 
tures that he understood such things. Tather Angelo listened to 
what I had to say, but as he was well informed in mechanics, so 
was he deficient in theology and philosophy, and accordingly 
opposed my representations upon the subject, desiring me to state 
that he understood what was required, and was ready to take 
part init, ‘The courtiers perceiving that he was determined to 
please the Emporor, and that 1 objected, sevorely reprimanded 
me for thus placing mysolf in opposition to his Majosty’s will 
and pleasure, ° 

Finding that I wes now entirely exposed, I frecly declared 
that although Father Angelo might be capable of such a work, 
he could not undertake it, because our religion prohibited any 
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participation in the manufacture of things ingended for the ser- 
vice of idols. Ilereupon they threatened to inform the Emperor 
of my conduct: I replied, that being well asquainted with she 
manners of the court, I knew what naust then be my fate, and 
was prepared to die rather than do that which was most strictly 
forbidden by my religion, By this they perceived that I had 
fully decided dpon my line of conduct ; and, being well disposed 
towards me, they agreed to report to his Majesty that Father 
Angelo was'unacquaintéd with such work. The latter, finding 
himself disappointed, hecarhe greatly incensed, setying that I had 
deprived him of the honour of being employed in the service of 
his Majesty, and immediately went away to our residence at 
Taetien, declaring that he would no longer live in the samo 
house with mo, and that for the future he would have some other 
interpreter. 

Having again found myself in the cxitical alternative of either 
consenting to further the interests of idolatry or causing much 
prejudice to the mission, I determined upon returning to Naples ; 
and this resolution was confirmed by a circumstance which hap- 
pened afew days afterwards. In ordor to excite the Chinese 
Christians to a more frequent fulfilment of their devotional du- 
ties, I had obtained the privilege of consecrating small Agnuses 
for the acquisition of indulgences; and on Friday mornings I 
performed a service in my chapel, during which I distributed 
Agnuses to those who attended. Having been informed of this, 
some of my opponents snid, in the presence of several Chris- 
tians, that I had no authority to consecrate Agnuses, and that I 
imposed upon the credulity of my Congregation. My friends 
resented this attack upon my character, and a bitter dispute eh- 
sued, in consequence of which the contonding parties came to 
my houso to ascertain the truth. I immediately produced the 
diploma gianting mo the privilege, and satisfied them all. 

This fresh incident convinced me still moro that my offorts 
were maliciously counteracted by my enemies, and scarcely pro- 
dueed anything but scandal and discoid. Considering, there- 
fore, how little I could effect in China for the propagation of 
Christianity, and how repeatedly I was exposed to the danger 
either of participating in idolatrous practices or of perishing, in 
obedience to the Holy word,—‘ But when they persecute you in 
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this city, flee ye into another,” I resolved to roturn ta Naples; 
not, however, with the intention of living in idleness, but with 
a view of devating all my time and energies to the promotion of 
the great object of the Christian mission. 

The project of quitting the post assigned to me by my supe- 
riors had previously occurred to my mind, as stated above, and 
dad often been thé subject of my prayers; nevortlicless it was a 
step of so serious a nature,‘ that I dared not oxecnte it on my 
sole responsibility. Now, however, J placed myself under the 
patronage of tlie holy apostle Snint’Matthew, shut niyself up, 
and went through « course of religious exercises. After several 
days of constant meditation and prayer, I felt so strengthened in 
my purpose, that I finally resolved to depart, 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


Permission to quit China—Farewell Presgnts—Departure from Peking— 
Chenp Travelling—Varintions of Climate—Anival at Canton—Peounfary 
Difficulties—Supernatmal Agency—Providential Occurrence, 


No European had ever asked leave to quit the Emperor's ser- 
vice, unless he happened to be disabled by some constitutional 
complaint, During Kang-hy’s reign it would have been impos- 
sible for me, who was in perfect health, to obtain such a permis- 
sion ; nor did it appear easy to procure it nay from Young Chin. 
Yet as he was still sorrowing for his father’s death, and great in- 
dulgence is generally shown in China to persons recently bereft 
of their parents, I hoped to succeed by alleging a similar Joss. 
Accordingly, I applied to the Emperor's sixteenth brother, who 
expressed himself well inclined in my favour, and advised me to 
petition the Too-yoo-soo. This Board referred me to his Ma- 
jesty’s thirteonth brother, who had the charge of the collection 
of clocks and watches, and was consequently my immediate su- 
perior, ‘The prince kept me a long timo in suspense, with a 
profusion of gracious smiles and words ; sometimes he even turned 
aside as he passed, and pretended not to see me whilst I waited 
for him on my knees. At Jength I djscovered that, in spite of 
all his promises, he was opposed to my departure; and knowing 
the magic power of gifts in China, I took all the European eu- 
viosities I still had in my possession, and sent them to his yesi- 
dence, ‘They wero all accepted, which was a good omen; and 
soon after the joyful announcement was sont me that the Em- 
peror, in consideration of the services I had rendered to his 
father, had heen pleased to grant my petition, ordering moreover 
that I should yveceive some valuable farewell gifts of silk and 
porcelain, ¢ 

On the 13th of November the prince mado me go with him to 
the imperial wardrobe, and there bade me choose any article 
that I liked. In obedience to his command, I fixed upon four 
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porcelain vases afid as many pieces of silk ; whereupon a contest 
ensued, the prince insisting that I should take more, and I pro» 
testing that I had’enough, nor was he satisfied until I had ac. 
eopted two hundred piecoxof porcelain, After this I performed, 
the usual prostrations to return thanks, and quitted the Palace 
for ever. On bidding me farewell, the prince particularly ad. 
vised me to choose a lucky day for my’ departure, a choice 
which these heathens always make by means of superstitions 
ceremonies; and on my answering, 10 the great asténishment of 
tho bystanders, that all days wore ‘alike, he observed to them, 
You need not wonder at this, for the Europeans do not believa 
that there are some days moro propitious than others,” 

As the late Emperor Kang-hy had only seven years before 
strictly forbidden that any one of his subjects should be allowed 
to go out of China, 7 now saw no possibility of taking my pupils 
away with me, and consequently resolved to leave thom at Can- 
ton under the care of a friend. Fortunately, howevor, the 
Emperor’s sixteenth brother, on hearing of my approaching de- 
parture, sent the a rich present of silk stuffs, two saddle-horses, 
and various articles of Chinese manufacture; and having sub- 
mitted, when I went to thank him, that the exportation of horses 
was prohibited, and that I wanted a special permission for the 
Purpose, he said, “ Wiite a memorial, and state the number of 
horses, men, and arms you wish to export, and it shall be 
granted.” In this spontancous offer of such a permission, I 
could not fail to perceive the agency of the Almighty, for the 
purpose of enabling me tq,take my pypils to Europe, 

After surmounting various obstacles, which need not be de- 
tailed, on the 15th of November, 1728, I at last loft that Baby- 
lon, Peking, with my four pupils and their Chincso master, 
myself in one litter, the two youngest boys in another, the other 
three and two servants on horseback. ‘The wind blew go furi- 
ously, that Jt upset our litters several times, and it was inlonscly 
cold. It seomed os if the Evil ono, foreseeing tho great good 
which at some future time would arise from my little Nock of 
Chinese, had mustered all hig forees to drive us back to that 
capital of his dominions. 

At the end of thirty-five days we arrived at Non-chang-foo, 
without rain, stow, or any other inconvenience, so that with the 
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exeaption of the first day of my stating fro Peking, the re- 
mainder of my journey was safe and fortunate, I'or the two 
litters and four horses, one of the servants having ridden one, of 
mine, I paid sixty-one tnels, which is qquivalent to about eighteen 
pounds. In the province of Peking, whore provisions are much 
dearer than in others, I generally paid for our dinner six or 
seven fons, ant! the same for our supper and ledgings, which is 
less than sixpence per day; we however carried our own beds, 
for the inns in China'do not supply them. As we advanced 
southward the prices diminished, till the whole daily expense 
amounted to not more than five fens a head. ‘The dinner con- 
sisted of a vegetable soup, two different sorts of meat, and as 
much rice as wo could eat ; wine and fruit, not being included in 
the fare, were paid eatra, 

We then hired a boat, which for less than two pounds took 
us to Nan-gan-foo, in eleven days, On arriving at the Mei- 
ling Pass we were welcomed by a wonderful sight, When we 
left Poking, owing to the excessive cold, no verdure of any kind 
was to be perceived, In about a week we began to seo a few 
withered leaves still clinging to the trees, and now on reaching 
the summit of the mountain we found the trees clothed with 
luxuriant foliage. A few days after, we came to a country 
svhere the harvest was at its height; and on my arrival at Can- 
ton, on the 10th of January, we found a perfect spring, so that 
during a journey of fifty-six days we went through the four 
seasons of the year, but in an inverted order, because we were 
travelling from north to south, 

At Canton I rejoiced to find that there was an English vessel 
still lying in the harbour, owing to a Custom-house officer having 
seized a valuable clock, which ie would neither restore nor pay 
for. I lost no time in endeavouring (o secure a passage to 
Europa; but I was told by several friends that it was not to be 
had for any sum of money, and that I must give up the idea of 
returning that year. Stimulated by an ardent desire to Jay the 
foundation of my college, I made further inquiries for myself 
and four only of the Chinese,+intending to leave Lucio, who 
was very weak in body and mind, and rather badly disposed, 
Thanks to a combination of favourable circumstances, I suc+ 
ceeded in obtaining the places I wanted for about one hundred 
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and fifty poundsa storling, This important point being thus 
sottled, it was now necessary to pay the stipulated sum, and I 
had no small difficulty in finding it. 

T had a credit on the agent of the Propaganda for about three 
hundred and fifty pounds, which I had lent him on various occasions 
to supply the wants of the missionaries in China; and although 
he had a sufficigat sum at his command, he world not consent 
to pay me, alleging that the goneral oxigoncics of the service 
must take precedence of individual cases. In vain did I repre. 
sent that the money T was thus eleiming had not been ened, 
but Tent, and that unless he returned a part at least, T should 
flud myself obliged to remain at Canton with my pupils; but he 
was not to he shaken in his resolution, My distress may casily 
be conceived. But whilst my colleague thus fhithlessly re- 
warded me for my ,zeal, Divine Providence again came to my 
assistance. .A good Christian from Siam, being apprised of my 
difficulties, brought me about one hundyed and twenty pounds 
quite unexpectedly, which ho offered to lend me without any 
security or interest, on the solo condition that I should request 
the agent to repay them when convenient, Upon this I imme. 
diately went to pay tho captain, and thus everything was settled 
for my own passage and that of four Chinese, 

‘The news of the honours that had been conferred upon mo in 
Peking previous to my departure, had reached Canton by means 
of the Gazette, and consequently I was extremely woll received 
by all the authorities of the province, especially the president 
of the Customs. Owing to the same circumstance, I was also 
treated with great consideration by the English, not only during 
my sojourn in Canton, but also at sen and on my arrival in 
London, 

So many and various wore the things which ongrossed my 
attention, that on the following morning when I went to cela. 
brate mass T was unusually agitated. I had seareely begin, 
“In nomine Patris et Tilii,” when methought £ distinetly heaxd 
these words,‘ Ilave I given him to theo, that thou shouldst 
forsake him? Do thy best to take him; and if thou fullest, thon 
leave him.” TI instantly understood that they related to Luaio, 
though he was not named. ‘T'venty-one years have now elapsed, 
but this mysterious occurrence remains clearly impressed on my 
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memory. Thus convinced of my ervor in npt having exerted 
myself to procure a passage for Lucio, I resolved to try my 
utmost endeavours to that effect, After mas’, however, I was 
again absorbed in multifarious dutigs, and my resolution, as 
well as the extraoidinary words I had heard, were ontirely for- 
gotten, ‘ 

The next day when T said mass, and was again reciting that 
part of the service already mentioned, I heard the same voice 
repeating tite words, “ Tlave I given him to thee,” &e., and this 
time I was deeply struck With awe. I must her8 mention, that 
I never allowed myself to be disturbed or deceived by such 
oceurrences as this, always confiding in a better guide, and em- 
ploying the aids of reason ; but these words now acted upon me 
so powerfully, that on the same day I went to the captain to see 
upon what conditions he might be induced to take Lucio, I met 
him in the street, and had scarcely time to say that I wished to 
ask a favour of him, when the chief supercargo came up and 
informed me that he stood in need of my assistance. He then 
related to mo the circumstance mentioned above, of a clock yalued 
at four hundred pounds, and belonging to the Company, which 
the president of tho Customs had seized, and would neither 
restore nor pay for, The supercargo was aware that the president 
had treated me with the most marked respect, and accordingly 
concluded that I might persuade him either to return the clock 
or pay its value. I satisfied the supercargo by my answer, that 
I was quite ready to serve him, and if necessary would delay 
my embarkation, which was fixed fox the following day, Te re- 
turned me many thanks, and directed tho captain to convey my 
luggage on board immediately, together with my Chinese pas- 
sengors, and to take the same, care of all my things as if they 
were the property of the Company ; and upon this he went away, 
T was now left with the captain, and by means of tle interpreter 
begged of him to take Luolo, assuring him that he should be 
fully satisfied with respect to the expenses, 

In answer to this, I expected nothing less than a decided re- 
fusal or some exorbitant demand ; but the captain, who had been 
present while the supercargo requested my assistance, imme~ 
diately replied, that I was welcome to bring Lucio, even though 
the expenses had not been mentioned, I thanked him for his 
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kindness, and wards "took an opportunity of making him 
some return for it.’ When I got home, my frionds were groatly 
suxprisad to hear what had happened. 

T lost no time in dispatching 2 message to the mandarin of the 
Customs, advising him to restore the clock or pay its value, 
Tho answer to this message was an invitation to supper. I ac. 
cordingly went, and when tho business was montidnod, ho said 
that it had beon 9 mistake on the pat of his steward, and ordered 
it to be returned. Great was the joy ‘of the Wngtish, who in 
eonsequence of ¢his treated mo with great consideration during 
the whole voyage, 
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CHAPTER XXV, 


Setting Sail for England—Chinese in Trduble—Staying a Storm—Again— 
Chinese Modesty—Mr. fdmund Godfrey—A Substitute for the Compass— 
Anonymous Liberality, — * 


Own the 28rd of January, 1724, I at last embarked for London 
with the five Chinese, and a month after we crossed the Line. 
Up to this time the Chinese were permitted the use of the cap- 
tain’s cabin, and had they been allowed to continue in it, the 
voyage would have been most agrecabl’. But the powers of 
darkness were highly incensed that a vessel belonging to their 
own dominions should convey the first elements of an institution 
which was destined to prove so prejudicial to their interests, 
Accordingly they contrived to cover the hands and face of 
one of the Chinese with a saline humour, which increased to 
such a degree, that in a few days the poor youth became a most 
loathsome object. The surgeon, who wasa German heretic, and 
a most determined enemy to our religion, declared that the com- 
plaint was leprosy, and that it might prove contagious. At the 
same time it also happened that Lucio U, who was about thirteen 
years of age, and rather weak in intellect, made himself obnoxi- 
ous by dirtying the cabin, where hé slept with his companions. 
The English lived, ate, and drank in this same place, and 
their ideas of cleanliness wore Breatly offended; and the captain 
determined to exelude the Chinese from his cabin, 

The ship being very heavily Jadon, thore 1emained no other 
place whore my pupils could be sheltered from the weather ; und 
when their clothes got wet, they were obliged to wear them till 
the sun or the natural heat of their bodies had dried them, It 
was fortunate that we had lostsight of the Chinese coast before 
these events took place; for the English swoue that they would 
otherwise have put them all on shore again, I need not say to 
how many hardships the poor Chinese wero exposed during a 
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voyage of more than four Months. I was in continual expecta. 
tion of seeing them all perish ; and this painfil anxioty was not 
a little aggravated by the brutal conduct of tho surgeon, ‘This 
malignant heretic, upon seqing the boy above mentioned in so 
deplorable a condition, sériously told me several times that he 
had thoughts of giving him a powerful dose that would carry 
him off, and T had Go small dificulty in dissuading him from so 
villainous an action, Whenthe afterwards saw them all suffer. 
ing from wet, ho turned to me and said, “Signor Ripti, we must 
throw them overboard ono after the other, for it is impossible to 
keep them alive till the end of the journey.” 

Tho patience with which these flve Chinese underwent all 
their hardships was almost ineredible, Not one of them be. 
trayed the least angry feeling, or expressed any regret at having 
undertaken the yoyagg, ‘They wore always cheerful and cone 
tented ; but I was especially edified by their master, Ile was a 
man about thirty years old, who had left behind him a mother 
and a wife, with four children; I had baptized him only a few 
months before I had left Peking, and though from so recent a 
conyert no one could have expected much, yet when T exhorted 
him to be patient, he would with a smiling countenanco beg me 
not to give myself any trouble about the matter, as it did not 
trouble him, and he knew that all this happened by the will of 
God. 

On the night of tho 10th of April we had a tremendous storm, 
From the roaring of the sea and the winds, it seemed as thongh 
the vessel would be dashed into a thousand picees, at every mo- 
ment, This was tho first time in my life that T had acen 2 sea~ 
storm in all its terrific fury. ‘Thanks to [Teaven it did not lust 
more than an hour; after this the wind abated, and was suc- 
ceeded by a heavy rain, which continued to fill without Inter- 
mission, till the whole crew was reduecd to the greatest distress, 
Not only were their clothes completely sonked, but the water 
penetrated their chests and the cabins of the officeta, and injured 
a part of the cargo. I was more dead than olive, being afflicted 
as usual with the sen-sickness, and feeling deeply for tho forlom 
situation of my poor Chinese, who wero dienched with rain and 
benumbed with cold. ITaving desired them to join with me, we 

, Prayed to God for some time, and in the fulness of my filth I 
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threw an Agnus of his Iloliness Inntcent XI. into the raging 
sea, and it was truly wonderful how the fofious winds became 
gentle zephyrs, the sea calm and quiet, and ge air so mild that 
we seemed to be in the midst of the most delightful spring. One 
of the heretical pilots, who understood’ the Portuguese language, 
toll me, that when he and the other sailors, who wero well 
acquainted With these seas, behold such an exéraoidinary change 
in the weather ns had never been read or heard of, they ouc and 
all eaclaimed that the course of nature had changed, or else 
that a miracle had been wrought, and he repeated several times 
that ho had witnessed a mhacle which was the work of God. 
This, from the mouth of a heretic, confiimed me in my beltef 
that so much grace had been vouchsafed for the preservation of 
the Chinese, who had prayed to that effect, through the inter- 
cession of our ILoly Father. 

On the 7th of May the sky darkened, aril the wind set in from 
the north-west, threatening a terrible storm. Being joined by 
the Chinese, we again had recourse to our usual remedy, namely, 
prayer; and we again threw into the sea an Aguus of Imtocent 
XI. The tempest died away, but the wind mixed with rain 
continued to blow with gieat violence, the ship remaining 
stationary with her rudder tied up. It is usual for the wind 
to continue during thiity or forty days; and the ship’s water 
being only sufficient for thirty days, it appeared dangerous to 
continue in this position till the wind changed, A council was 
therefore held among the officers, who decided upon staying one 
week longer where we then wore, and if the wind should not 
become firyourable, to sail back again and winter in the island 
of Mascaregna, It was really a gloomy sight to see the officers, 
those particularly who had supported this ill-judged resolution, 
aliting pale and mute in my cabin, and from time (o time heay- 
ing decp sighs, What filled them with dismay was the know- 
ledge that at that time a largo pirate ship was cruising on the 
aoasts of that island, bearing a black flag with a death’s head 
on it, intimating that no quarter was given, Under these 
unhappy circumstances, I informed the Chinese that we must 
again implore the intervention of God. When we had done so, 
not only did the wind subside, but on the following morning it 
became so favourable that we resumed our course, 


x eNO 
140 FATHER RIPA’S RESIDENCE [omar xxv, 


Se 

On our arrival at the Cape of Good ITope I was desivous, for 
the sake of rest 3 well as economy, not to lodge in the same 
house with the caytain and the other English gontlemen, but 
they would not allow me on any account. The Chinese, whom 
T had taken ashoro for the purpose of refreshing them from their 
suflerings, soon begged me to return aboard, not being able to 
endure the behaviaur of the English. ‘They were indeed teased 
in every way. I recollech that once having heard a confa- 
sion of voices, among which T could distinguish thet of John 
In, I went up to see what it might*be. Upon ontering the 
yoom, wheie many English and Dutchmen were assembled, I 
found that one of them, for the amusement of the company, 
had been pushing the Iandlord’s daughter against the youth, who, 
weeping and trembling with dread fiom such temptation, had at 
Tast cropt under the bed, 

Upon my arrival tliey ceased tormenting the poor lad, but he 
still continued weeping and trembling, and I had much trouble 
in persuading him to remain on shoue fora short time with the 
others, IIe carnestly entreated that I would instantly return 
with him to the ship, saying that such gross and dissolute man- 
ners were too much for his feelings. 

As Iwas well aware that before our arrival in Naples I should 
have to incur great oxpenses, having some good Chinese clothes, 
I was determined to wear them while passing through the 
countries of the heretics, On board ship I always wore my 
Chinese dress, and being once asked what sort of habtliments I 
intended to put on when I arrived in London, where I must 
appear before the Company, and perhaps at Court? I roplied 
that, haying no other Iayman’s dress, I must of’ necessity con- 
tinuc (o wear my Chinese costume. Upon this the suporcargo, 
a heretia, named Edmund Godfréy, without my knowledge, had 
a complete suit made for me, and insisted on my accepting it as 
a present, The butions alone had cost him about two pounds 
at the Cape of Good Tope, 

‘When we reached the latitude of St, Telona, whore all tho 
East India Company’s ships had strict orders to touch, wa 
sailed for several days without being able to discover the island, 

As the season was far advanced, the officers at Inst resolved that 
less it could be found within twonty-four hours, wo must sail 
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direct for England ; but they entertained arent fears of incurring 
the displeasure of their employers. Upon ‘this I immediately 
told the Chincge that at sunrise on the following day, which 
was that of St. Anthony of Padua,d expected them to join me 
in prayer in order to implore the patronage of this great saint. 
They did so ; and our fervent supplications were not even euded, 
when, to the great joy of all on hoard, the *much-desired coast 
appeared in sight. $ 

During’ @ sojourn of six days at St. Helena, there being no 
inns in the island, we Tived in the house of otfe of the officers, 
together with the captain and the snpereargoes, where we had 
excellent fire and accommodation. At the end of our stay I 
expected to have a good sum to pay; but on inquiring of our 
host what I owed him for myself and the Chinese, to my great 
surprise he answered, that the account gad been settled; and 
however I might press him to tell me the, name of our secret 
benefactor, he never would comply with “my request. Tow 
mortified I felt at receiving this anonymous charity it is not 
difficult to conceive ; but no one can imagine the consolation T 
experienced on secing that Divine Providence should so merci. 
fully attend to our wants as to inspire a heretic to pay a sum for 
us which could not have amounted to less than thirty pounds. 
Tlaving reasons to suspect that this was an act of Mx. Edmund 
Godfrey’s, I called upon him for the purpose of returning thanks, 
but he would not even allow me to mention the subject. 
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CHAPTER XXVT. 


Casting Anchor at Deal—Importunity of Bontmen—Rapacity of Custom. 
Mouse Officers—National Monuments—Liberality of King Gtorge Io 
the East India Campany's Direotors—Of Mr. Mdmund Godfrey-—Sniling 


fot Leghorn, 
e 


On tho 5th of September we at Iongth had the happiness of per- 
colving the coast of inglend, and on the 7th we cast anchor at 
Deal. With a favourable wind the voyage from that place to 
London can be performed in three days, but owing to the un. 
certainty of the weather it generally takes a fortnight. On 
the other hand, by landing at Deal, and proceeding by the 
mail, which runs daily, one reaches London in lesa than forty 
hours, and the furo is only twenty-six shillings. Upon this 
consideration I resolved to quit the ship, in order to go and 
make such arrangements with the Directors of the Kast India 
Company as might prevent our property from boing seized and 
sold by auction, according to their regulations. 

Meanwhile the custom-house officers camo on board to wateh 
that nothing was disembarked; and I was then induced to alter 
my plan, agreeing to pay four pounds sterling to the boatmen 
who had brought them, on the condition that they should convey 
us to London within two days. As however they did not get 
zendy by the time they had fixed for departure, 1 determined to 
start by the mail. On this oecasion I met with an adventure 
which excited the merriment of the spectators, Tho boat in 
which T was convoyed ashore could not come up close to the 
heach, owing to the shallowness of the water, and one of the 
sailors undertook to carry me on his back. ‘The distance he 
had to go was about twenty yards, but when seareoly half-way 
he began to totter, and call to his friends for assistance; and 
before they arrived he dropped me into the water up to my 
knees, 

No sooner had we Janded than we were annoyed by the 
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sailors with whom wo had promised ¢ proceed. They pretended, 
that we should either keep our engagement fpr indemnify them, 
and threatened to prosecute us. So loud Were their yocifpra- 
tions, that in a few moments a great crowd gathered around us, 
Unable to speak English, or even to understand what they said, 
to our great confusion we were obliged to suffer theix importunity 
till very lnte*in the evening, when, thanks to Heaven, there came 
a gentleman, who, taking compassion on us, 1eproved them 
bitterly and sent theny to bed. 

Whilst thus molested by these sailors, we ware summoned, to 
take our luggage to the custom-house that it might be examined, 
In the mean time tho man who had brought us this order began 
to watch us very attentively lest we should smuggle any thing 
out of our bag. The fellow spoke with such kindness and 
benevolence as to make us suppose that he was a Catholic in his 
heart, Our luggage consisted of a chang? of clothes, a writing- 
case, in which were several packets of letters, the geographical 
map of China, which I myself had engraved, and sundry other 
things of very little value. All this was searched with a rigour 
which can scareely be conceived ; but as there was no prohibited 
article to oxtort a fee, they seized my Chinese dress, on pretence 
that it was silk from China. ‘They then laid hold of my geo- 
graphical map, of which I recommended them to take great care, 
saying that the King, to whom I intended to present it, would 
send for it soon. Not yet satisfied with this, they also wished 
to intercept my letters, alleging that they must be sent through 
the post-office. Upon this I locked my desk, and gave it to 
them, saying that I would send for ft when I arrived in London ; 
but they would not take charge of it, and insisted on my sending 
the letters by post. As I would not consent to this, they kept 
us in custody, whilst the officer above-mentioned, pretending to 
adviso me ns a friend, recommended me to put an end to the 
difference by making a sacrifice of four pounds, as else we should 
nover got out of the custom-house, This dispute was carried on 
till midnight, when anothor officer came out of an inner room, 
and, blaming both parties, ordaved them to be satisfied with half 
a-crown, which I immediately paid, 

At Deal we entered into an agreement with the post-master, 
to pay twenty-seven shillings and sixpence ench, to be paid 
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half there and half ‘in London. We set out at noon, toge. 
ther with a colones and the wife of a merchant, the women of 
England being indtiged with such freedom owing to tho entire 
absence of restraint which prevails in their island. 

Great, doubtless, were the favours which Divine Providence 
granted us throughout our voyage from Peking to London, yet 
those we reeeived during our stay in England were’ still greater, 
To describe them minutely would take volumes; suffice it to 
say, that these Protestants, among whom'we were apprehensive 
of losing the property we brought froni China, showered favours 
of every kind upon us. 

It is customay in the vast city of London to publish, twice 
a-week, oll remarkable things which happen within its mits; 
accordingly, soon after we landed, the public were informed that 
Fathor Ripa had brought fivo boys from China, for the pur- 
pose of educating them at Naples, and sending them back to 
preach the Holy Gospel in their native country. This was then 
mentioned before the King of England, George I., one day when 
conversing with several great lords of his court and foreigners of 
distinction. Ilis Majesty expressed a wish to see us; and the 
Sardinian ambassador, thinking that I was a Piedmontese, offered 
to present us, 

We had been but a few days in London, when, one evening, on 
yveturning to our inn, I was informed that the ambassador had 
been to visit me, Being much surprised at this unexpected ho~ 
nour, I did not fail to pay my respects to him; on which occa. 
sion he signified to me that the King desired to sce us, Accords 
ingly, a few days after, wo fll six repaired to tho palace, where 
his Majesty, in the presence of the royal family and the lords of 
his court, conversed with us for about threo hours, and appeared 
so much jnterested that a certain great Protestant bishop who 
was presont complained to some of the nobility, At length the 
King, becoming fatigued with the long audience, commanded 
that the Chinese should dine at tho table which was Inid datly 
for the lords of his court, and that I should dine with the 
Duchess of Arlington, his relation, This was so ordered by his 
Majesty because that Indy had begged permission to entertain us 
all. It pleased the King to honour us still further in various 
-vays which it is not necessary for me here to describe 5 but I will 
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not omit to state that, after all thesproperty which we brought 
from China had been examined by the proper officers of the 
customs, it was transforred, by his Majesty’ order, and freo of 
all expense, to the ship that wis to carry us to Italy. 

‘With respect to cortain other duties payable to the East India 
Company, the directors not only remitted them, but invited me 
to their public meeting, and showed themselves ready to assist 
me in any way. They even asked me io dine with them, aud 
sent somesoldiars to escort our goors to the ship, Thus all our 
property left England without incurring anyexpense or suffer- 
ing the least damage. Had we been obliged to pay the duty, 
it would have amounted ta more than one hundred pounds, 

At the last audience of the King, which was in the presence 
of the Duchess of Arlington, and Jasted from nine o’olock in the 
evening until midnight, his Majesty made me accept a present of ~ 
fifty pounds sterling. 4 

Upon my return to London, after sixteen years’ absence, I 
found it much improved; numbeis of new buildings had been 
erected, and the old ones generally repaired. ‘he church of 
St, Paul’s, yvaised by theso heretics to rival the cathedyal of St. 
Peter's at Rome, was now finished; and many Englishmen, 
who had never been at Rome, were persuaded that it had no 
equal in the world. It must, indeed, be admitted that, exter- 
nally, it displays a fine style, and is altogether of superb magui- 
ficence ; but, within, the proportions are worse than those of any 
othor church that I remember to have seen. The body of the 
building is long and narrow, with a very lofty dome, painted in 
chiar-oscuro, and the whole is eferusted with stwcco, without 
any marble embellishmonts. At a public audiencé, which the 
King gave in tha presence of many of the nobility and ambas- 
store, he asked me which of*the two churches I considered the 
finest building, St. Peter's or St, Paul’s of London? J answered 
frankly, that, excepting the grand colonnade in front of St. 
Peter's, the exterior of St, Paul's was certainly finer than that 
of the other church; but that the interior of St. Paul’s could 
bear no comparison with thatwf St. Peter’s, which was infinitely 
auperior to it in architecture, as well as in the statues and pic- 
tures with which it was enriched: whereas St. Paul's had nei- 
ther statues nor pictures, and was besides constructed in very 
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bad proportions. Upen thiy the King, who had resided in Rome 
for some time, turnqd to some lords of his court, and supposing 
that I did not dating said in French, * ‘This is exactly the 
opinion of all foreigners upon the subject.” 

After having shown this udwly-orested church to the Chinese 
I took thom to see the Royal Hospital for Seamen, This odifice 
is indeed well worth seeing, for ita great oxtont, the excellence 
of its architecture, and the, pictures in the interior, which Sir 
James Tornel [‘Lhornhill] was thon painting, ‘The Royal Pa- 
lace has nothing, splendid in ils appearance; but, if one may 
judge from some parts of it which are still extant, it must have 
been magnificont—for, having beon partly consumed by fire in 
times past, it has nover been completely restored. We went to 
seo a church which, though built in the Gothic stylo, is yet one 
of the most romarkable in London, both for its architecture and 
the vast number of mOnuments it contains, Wo also went to 
seo another church, at Windsor, which is equally admired. 
But, as whatever is worthy of note in this capital has been de- 
scribed by writers fhr bettor qualified for the task, I refor the 
reader to them, deeming this short notico suflicient for my pre 
sent purpose, 

On the 5th of October wo set sail from London for Leghorn, 
where we arrived safuly on the lst of November, My, Edmund, 
the gentleman whom I haye had ocension to mention several 
times, had requested me to {ake charge of a letter for a certain 
merchant, without giving me any intimation of its contents: 
having now delivered it, 1 found, to my great astonishment, that 
it contained a letter of credit to be filled up for any sum of 
money that J might choose to demand. I was greatly surprised 
to find go much kindness and charity in persons who had been 
brought up in open hostility to ouk holy faith, Towevor, as I 
was not in need of more money, having still the sum that the 
King of England had givon mo, I deemed it proper to deeline 
this favour. But as Ma, dmund had 80 strongly recommended 
me, the merchant above mentioned sent me n cask of wine and a 
case of sweetmeats for our uso duying the voyage to Naples. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII, 


Arrival at Najles—St, January's Blood—-Permission»to establish the Chinese 
College—Reception of two Chinese Students, 


Urow my arrival at Naples I received the iniglligence that the 
Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda were displeased at my 
having quitted my post without their permission; and objected 
to keeping the five Chineso, snying that their finances could not 
even cover their present expenses. I had not proceeded direct 
from Leghorn ta Rome, because I knew that they were desirous 
of having some young Chinese in theirown College, and was 
afraid they might compel me to leave them mine. I was there- 
fore glad to hear that I had no occasion to fear any such occur- 
rence; and having been summoned into the presence of the 
Pope, Benedict XIII, I submitted to him the plan of the reli- 
gious community which I had in contemplation. On hearing 
that I undertook to find the necessary funds without the assist- 
ance of the Propaganda, his oliness immediately gave his ap- 
probation, and referred my petition to the proper channels, that 
it might go through the usual forms, But as I proposed, for 
various sufficient reasons, to establish my institution at Naples, 
and not in Rome, the president of the Sacred Congregation and 
several other cardinals strongly objected to this, on the ground 
that I must not be permitted “to raise one altar against ano« 
thor.” After a great many negotiations, however, I was allowed 
to begin at Naples, on the dnderstanding that, in order not to 
commit the IIoly Seo, the formal approbation should be withhold 
until my intended establishment had been set up on a proper 
footing. His Iloliness directed the Secretary of State to recom- 
mend me to the Archbishop of Naples, as well as to the govern» 
ment, and promised a contribytion of a thousand pounds as soon 
as his finances should pormit, 

In consequence of my unusual exertions of mind and body 
during the three months that I was detained in Rome, my health 
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had suffered so much that, on my return to Naples, I was ina 
‘constant stato of uneasiness and dejection. I now despaired of 
being able to find Pho assistance T wanted for the exceution of 
my project, {and began to regret that I had not accepted the 
accommodation that had bech offered mo by tha Propaganda foy 
my pupils and myself. TTaving ever been accustomed to see me 
in cheerful spirits, fhe Chineso were much disturbed at my pre- 
sont depression, Ono day they entored my room and complained 
of my supposed intontion to abandon them, after thoy had undor- 
gone so many sacrifices in order to follow me, I ieassured them as 
well ag I could ; and, to confirm them more and moro in the fuith, 
I took the carliest opportunity of aecompanying them to worship 
the bluod of St. January. The saint, who probably was much 
gratified at reeciving the homage of persons who had come from 
go great a distance to receive holy orders, and, on returning to 
thoir idolatrous country, to shed thoir bload in the canse of 
Christ, as he himself had done, was pleased to console them in a 
very special manner. On reaching the Archiepiscopal Treasury, 
whore the miraculous blood is preserved in a state of solidity, 
we were introduced by our friends into tho presbytery, where wo 
knelt before the holy altar. After a little time spent in prayer, 
the chaplain of the Treasury took the blood in his hands, and, to 
our infinite satisfaction, allowed us to view, admire, and kiss it. 
He oven permitted us to take tho little phials in our own hands 
and to turn them about as we liked, which wo did to ovr extieme 
spiritual comfort. On a sudden, while one of the Chinese held 
the phials in his hands, and we were looking at the blood, still 
solid in the upper part of the largest, it began to melt at the 
bottom, and continued so doing until the whole of tt became 
liquid, when the chaplain began to chant the Ze Deum. As 
the Chineso were still in their natignal drevs, many of the erowd, 
who had assembled to awail the mizacle, mistook them for Turks, 
and immediately cireulated tho report throughout Naples that 
some young Mahomedans, on seeing such a protligy, lad em- 
braced Clivistianity, “This event edificd my pupils so much, that 
a few days afterwards, when I proposed to show them somo other 
sight, one of them declined going, saying that, after having 
been present at such a miracle, ho did not care to see anything 
elga. 
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Naples was presented by the Nungio to { Viceroy, Caidinal 
Althan, upon the special recommendation of the Popa. If was 
granted seven months afterwaids,ron the condition that none 
should be admitted into the institution but native Chincse or 
others who would take an cath to go as missionaries to China ; 
and that the right of presentation should belong to the sovereign, 
As these restrictions, were incompatible with my plan, and as, 
moreover, the Court of Rome objected to this assumption of the 
patronage, I resolved to repair to Vienna, in the hope of obtain- 
ing better conditions from the Emporor Charles VI. I was 
honoured with the kindest reeeption, both by him and the Em- 
press. Not only did he grant the exemption that I implored, 
but moreover promised the assignment of eight hundied ducats 
a year for my intended foundation, and mgiatuitons passage iu 
the ships of the Ostend Company for all our students. 

Unfortunately whilst I was so snecessful at Vienna fresh 
obstacles were raised at Rome, where the Sacred Congiegation 
now claimed the right of examining the p1ofessors of the intended 
jnstituto before they were appointed, ‘To this the Neapolitan 
Government would not submit, and thus three ycars more we1e 
wasted in troublesome negotiations. The three powers at length 
came to an understanding, and in April, 1732, after seven long 
years of anxiety and vexation, my efforts were c.owned with the 
happiest success, It was agrecd that the new institution should 
consist, as I had proposed, of a College and a Congregation. 

The College to consist of young Chinese and Indians, to be 
qualified for the missionary profession at the expense of the 
foundation, 

Tho Congregation to be eamposed of ecclesiastics, willing to 
impart the necessary instruction to the collegians without any 
pecuniary remuneration. 

The collegians to make these five vows:—Ist. To live in 
poverty; 2nd. ‘To obey their superiors 5 8rd. To enter holy 
orders; 4th. To join the missions in the East, according to the 
disposition of the Propaganda ;" 5th, To serve for life the Roman 
Catholic Church, without ever entering any other community. 

The members of the congregation to make no yow; but, 
besides attending to the education of the collegians, to live in 
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‘community, and to perform,the duties of the church belonging 
to the institution, 

Whilst I was employing every means to effect this important 
prrangement, a great deal of my attention and time was also 
required to surmount the obstacles which official chicanery con. 
tinually raised against my receiving the sums granted by the 
Pope aud tho Emperor. ‘The purchase of a house of convenient 
size and situation was also a task replete with difieultios; nor 
were these surmgunted until I, togothpr with the five Chinese, 
offered up 2 special form of prayer to the Toly Virgin, during 
nino consecutive days. All my troubles wore howover amply 
rewaded on the 26th of July of tho sume year, whon the open- 
ing of our congregation and college took place with all the 
solemnities and rejoicings suitable for the celebration of the 
auspicious event, a 

Some time after the Sacred Congregation sont mo two new 
pupils. In order that tho sama forms may be observed on all 
similar occasions, I will describe tho ceremony of their recep. 
tion, 

On entoring our hall they wore embraced and welcomed by 
all our community ; I then led them into the church, and kueol- 
ing before the high altar, with one of them on each side, T 
thanked the Lord for their safy arrival, and recommended them 
to the Almighty, offering myself up for the servico of them all, 
and imploring his Divine Majesty to assist me in the fulfilment 
of my duties. We next went round to the other altars, praying 
before each in succession. eAfter this they wore conducted to 
my room, where I washed and kissed their feet, my fist consultor 
holding tho basin, and the second the towels. Winally their 
name, surname, country, and age, were ontered on the registor, 
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CHAPTER XXVIII, 


’ 
Examination of two Chinese Students—Their Departure for China—Denth 
of John In—Flight of Lucio U.—His Ariest and Tiial—His Evasion and 
Recaptuve—Mysterious End. 


a 


Bantry in the year 1783 I informed the secretary of the Pro- 
paganda that my two pupils, Baptist Ku and John In, would 
soon terminate their studies, and that I consequently begged that 
due arrangements should be made for their examination ; but for 
several months no orders were issued. Tt so happened, that at 
Jast the news of the expulsion of tho European missionaries from 
China came to quicken the zeal of the Congregation, Accord- 
ingly, I was now desired to accompany them to Rome. When 
the examination was over, to the utmost satisfiction of the 
examiners, the Chinese took their oaths before the Sacred Con- 
gregation, On this occasion Cardinal Petra, turning to John In, 
said, he wished to make him a bishop, and the young priest 
replied he would rather be a cardinal, As his Eminence looked 
astonished at this answer, of which he had not immediately 
‘understood the meaning, John In, taking hold of the cardinal’s 
elonk, added, “When I say I would rather be a cardinal than 
a bishop, I do not mean with such garments as thosa of your 
Eminence, but with my own black ones dyed with my own 
‘blood, shed for the sake of Christ.” This reply was much ad- 
mired by all the bystanders, apd indeed by all Rome, throughout 
which it soon spread. 

After receiving the Popo’s bencdiction, and several privileges 
which his ILoliness was pleased to grant them, they returned 
with me to Naples, In order that their dyvess should present 
some allusion to the martyrdom to which they aspired, they 
were provided with cAssocks bound with orlmson, and they 
departed on their mission accompanied by our most ardent 
prayers. 

This expedition excited deep interest throughout the country, 


162 FATIER RIPA’S RESIDENCE [omar XAVIIL 





and the Neapolitan Giwettd thus expressed the general satisfic- 
tion: “ By tho latest accounts from China we lean that the 
Emperor continues £ inercase in severity against our holy 1eli- 
gion, and not content with hgving banished thirty-five European 
missionaries who had been exiled to Canton by his command, 
he has ordered the strictest search Lo be made after the very fow 
yemajning in Pekifig, who had concealed themselves. We are 
also informed that two of these havo already beon diseoyered, 
Tt is gratifying to know that at the very moment ‘hen this 
vineyard of the Gord is thus deprived of its spiritual labourers, 
two Chinese pupils of our new college, of the Sacred Mamily of 
Jesus, have embarked fur China as Apostolic missionaries. 
Being Chinese, they will not so easily be discovered, and it is 
to be hoped that they will succeed in effecting # vast deal of 
good for the benefit of their native countrymen.” 

They arrived at Canton highly pleased with their voyage, and 
soon after they left it for the place of their destination, The 
lettor, which gave a delightful account of their journey, was 
signed by them both. On opening a small nolo enclosed in the 
letter, T was thrown into the deepest aMliction; it was wiitten 
by John Ku alone, and bathed in bis tears, and it announced 
the death of our most beloved John In, which happened on the 
16th of October, 1735, ‘This intelligence pierced my heat, I 
was afterwards informed that the death of our friend had been 
caused by fright at ono of thoso immense fish which in the wide 
riveis of China occasionally spiing up into the boats. IIe was 
seized with fever, which carried him off in five days, ond he 
departed this life as a pious Christian, wholly absorbed in 
thought of the happiness hereafter, 

During my long absence from, Naples, caused by tho pro- 
tracted negotiations above described, my heart had often bled at 
the intelligenco of the great irregularities with which some of 
the students were disgracing our rising community; but of all 
the misories which for my sins I was doomed to undergo, none 
tortured my mind halfso much as the following, which occurred 
some timo after the opening of thé college. 

Tho Chinese priest, Lucio U, afler commilting many other 
transgressioha, was now convicted of putting the lock of his 
room out of repair in order to prevent its being opened by, his 
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superiors, and of pilfering nino shirte, five tunics, aud six pair, 
of shoes, from other rooms by meats of false keys. ‘This was 
oulpable enough; but what was still worse, "he spoke disergdit- 
ably of our community, saying that we kept hiny starving and 
in rags, and that the moment he could get a passport he would 
yun away. Tlaving been apprised of his conduct, we ordered 
him to be lotked up in a private room; buta few hours after, 
he disappemed, and every search*to find him proved useless, 
I was afterwards infofmed that he had taken refuge in a village 
jn the diocese of Monte Casino, where he actedsas curate, though 
he had only received orders on condition of his becoming a mis- 
sionary. ‘To provent his continuing to lead a disorderly life, to 
the detriment of our college and of his own reputation, I wrote 
to the abbot of Monte Casino, to endeavour to secure, with 
the utmost secrecy, the person of his fugitive, and to force him 
to return to us, for which I promised to pay every expense that 
might be incurred. Soon after, haying recoiyed intelligence 
that he had been taken into custody, I sent a member of our 
congregation to fetch him. 

Before three months had elapsed Lucio had again effected his 
escape, Ie was seen in the church of the Trinits de Pellegrint, 
at Rome, by my own brother, who, when washing the pilgrims’ 
feet, had to wash his also; but, as he pretended to be absent 
with my permission, and only for a short time, he excited no 
suspicion. Being provided with a pilgrim’s passport, he actually 
spent the night in that church, but declined going to the Pope's 
table on the pretest that he was dressed in plain clothes, He 
was, howover, stopped at Sinignglia, with a foiged certificate 
of priesthood upon Iris person, which he pretended to have re~ 
ceived from the Archbishop of Naples, Ile then sent me a 
letter, in which, acknowledging his fwults, he promised to make 
amonds, and begged me to procure his release, I answered, that 
indeed he deserved no pity. But he had been with me from his 
infiney, during which time he had cost me an immense deal of 
trouble and expense; and, had I forsaken him, he would have 
been lost. Moreover, it wasa matter of no small difficulty and 
exponso to get these Chinese from such a distance, As the 
fathor of this new foundation, remembering the parable of the 
prgdigal son, I determined fo send for him, and to punish hig 
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transgressions, emplofing ft the samo time the salutary moons 
of spirilual exerci: towalds his amendment. Accordingly t 
despatched one of ottr brethren with a lotter for tho Viear-General 
of Sinigaglia, directing him, to forward it and await the answer 
in Roma, which I authorised him to open, in order to save him 
the trouble of going the whole journey in the event of the 
prisoner being dead. ‘ 

In order to bring Lucio to%a sense of repentance throngh feay, 
and at the same time to inspiro him with courage, T also 
directed my mesSenger to send him the following letter in' hig 
namie :— 

“ By the ordor of our Father Superior, T inform you that your 
letter is come to hand. What had heen foretold to you so many 
times, both in public and in private, is now come to pass, 
Owing to your oxcessive prido you would never bolieve it; but 
you fool it now that ¢ Dominus tetigit mo.’ Yon ask for the testi- 
monials of priestly ordars to be saved from death, and, to comply 
with your request, they are sont to tho Vicar; but they cannot 
save you from the dungeon or the galley, being: the penalty due 
to your exeorable forgery. You add that you are aware of hav. 
ing done wrong, and that you hope for pardon from God, as he 
forgives thoso who repent sincerely, But how can our Superior, 
who cannot search into men’s hearts, believe in the sincerity of 
your professions, afler you have deceived him so repeatedly? 
Nevertheless, hoping that the danger in which you ave, and the 
sufferings which yon have undergone, may truly induco you to 
reform—in order that ho may not be wanting on his part, to 
afford you all the assistance that a father can beslow on his 
children, until by death you aro hurled into tho abyss, ho has 
not only used his interest with, the Vicar to diminish the 
punishment you desorve, but has actually offered to supply your 
daily wants in this college, should his ontreaties evor succeed 
in obtaining your liberation. But this is very diMcult to 
obtain, a8 you well know you have transgressed five onths and 
vows approved of by tho Ioly See and every year renewed 
by you in our church. If you ‘intend to amend your con- 
duct and sitbmit to fulfil our rogulations, do implore God to 
assist you in the dangerous situation in which you ara now 

“ased.” * 
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. Ifaving“ recived a favourable angyer from the Vicar, Father, 
‘Andrade proceeded to Sinigaglia, Where’ the prisoner was in- 
trusted to his care, with a copy of the senteifte, in which he, was 
strictly enjoined fo return to the College, under pain of excom- 
munication and suspension from divine service. Two days after 
their departure from Sinigaglia, they arrived at Loreto, where 
Lucio desiretl to confess. lis request was «complied with; no 
other person being present but the’confessor, Lucio, and Father 
Andrada.” Luvio confessed with great devotion and humility, to 
the great satisfaction of ‘the confessor; but tle Evil Spivit had 
taken possession of him, and whilst Father Andiada was confess« 
ing, he van away from the church, ‘Che sentenco sent me by the 
Vicar of Sinigaglia imported that Lucio had pleaded guilty to 
the forgery of testimonials of priesthood and the licence of the 
Archbishop of Naples, and of desertion and apostacy for the 
second time fiom the congregation ; ant had been condemned 
by the eeclosiastical court to twelye months’ imprisonment in 
the Chinese college, with power to me, his Superior, to shorten 
the term of his imprisonment. Tuucio’s name was now struck 
out from the list of members of our community; but, having 
been informed that he was at Macerata, I requested the eccle- 
sinstical court of this town to issue a wanant against him, pro- 
mising to pay out of my own pocket for his bread allowance, in 
order to prevent any further scandal, and rescue him from per- 
dition, A few weeks afterwards I was apprised of Lucio’s im- 
prisonment at Foligno, and I immediately laid the information 
before the Propaganda, in order that, juris ordine servato, they 
might procoed against him, and at least to sentence him to 
transportation ag a convict to Civita-vecchia ; especially as I had 
been assured that he was medilating on the means of escaping to 
Genova. On this occasion I sont to the Propaganda a detailed 
history of the Iamontable life of this incorrigible eulprit, I was 
anxious that the Seered Congrogation should provide for his safe 
custody, that ho might receive duo punishment for his crimes, 
and be prevented from esenping to Geneva or China, which 
would have caused dreadful’ calumitics; moreover, ending his 
days among Christians, he might still have saved his poor soul, 
redeemed with the blood of Christ. 
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The vicar of Foligho informed Father Andrada that ho was 
under no pg Ba abuut Lueio's custody, but he feared 
that.the unwholesonteness of the prison might bring on an iNness 
with him, and occasion an iyerease of expense, and that conse. 
quently to spre his sufferings he had hired a bed at a penny 
day, whereby his daily expense now amounted (o Avepence, 
“In answer to this‘Iettor Father Andrada iutimated, that with 
respect to the state of the prifoi he should await the resolution 
of the Congregation; and as to tho expense, he obstrved that 
Lucio having béon struck out of tho’ list of mombors of our 
community, T was only doing an act of charity towaris him; 
that consequently he should receive nothing moro then the 
Court allowed to the other prisoners, and if they were allowed 
a bed I would pay for it; but that otherwise 1 should not. 
Some time aftor, the vicar of Foligno informed me that the pro- 
secntion against Lucio was concluded, and that the documents 
~ had been transmitted to the Propngnnda, To this he added, 
that both ho and the bishop were anxiously waiting for the result 
“of the decision of the Propaganda, and that, foeling for the poor 
man, who had already been two months in prison, the Court 
had alowed him a bed, as thoy considered it unbecoming fora 
pricst to sleep ona plank, Lucio complained bitterly of his not 
being able to live on his scanty allowance, and begged for the 
addition of at least a penny moro per day; but his application 
had not heen granted, 

A.t length T received a loticr from the secretary of the Pro- 
paganda, informing me that his TIoliness had issued orders for 
Lucio to bo conveyed to Rome, whore measures would be taken 
to provent his running away for the future, and thus dispel any 
fear that ho might ever return to China to the projudien of tho 
mission. 


With this gloomy story terminates the Italian work of Father 
Ripa; but it is sueceetted by x fow' pages from the Editor, pur- 
porting that the reverend Father died on the 22nd of Novembor, 
1746, and that several porsons, who in different casos of need 
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have since implored his intercessian, have had their prayers, 
Wanted! . 

‘As the English reader may perhaps fecl an interest in kyow- 
ing something more respecting Father Ripa’s institution, the 
translator has appended the followixlg account from the.German, 
for which he is indebted to a friend, 


CONCLUSION., 


A Visit to the Chinese College at Naples founded by Father Ripa* 


Cxosn to the Ponte della Sanita, to the north-west on a neigh- 
pouring declivity, stands the Clinese College; for this is the 
name given to a religious institution in immediate connexion 
with the Propaganda of Rome, which educates young Chinese as 
teachers and missionaries for their native land. A high wall 
surrounds this beautiful spot; every one, however, is at liberty 
to visit the church, and the priests belonging to the church per- 
form public worship there. 

‘We went into the capacious hall, and found some men rolling 
a huge barrel into the cellar: well, thought we, our friends the 
missionaries do not appear to content themselves with bread and 
three apples, like the monks,in the Sanith, ‘A servant pointed 
out to ua in the Refectory the portraits of Matteo Ripa, the 
foundox of the college, and of al] the succeeding tenvhers of the 
institution, as well as of several young Chinese, whose names 
aad tho dates of whose exisLence were appended to the pictures, 
After awhile the rector appeared, a tall, oily Neapolitan, with 
mild manners—a magnificent? head for a picture—who made 


* Textiacted from Ds. Karl August Mayer’s ‘ Neapel und die Neapolitaner’ 
(Ragles and the Neapolitans). 
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many excuses for having kqpt us waiting so long. ‘The convarg 
sation then turned on-Mal ico Ripa. Ue was an Italian and & 
missjonary, who just about one hundred yeas ayo preached 
Ohristianity in China, whoro ho had been appointed Court 
painter, , We heard the following anecdote touching tho pic. 
tuts As soon as the young Chinese aye sulliciontly instructed 
to understand theix business tolorably, they retin to China; 
and the portrait of each youth is then takon on his departure, 
Should ono happen to die in Naples, he is* painted aither before 
or immediately after his death. Some of the fices from this 
yeason havo death strongly marked upon them, ‘Lho xeclor 
showed us the inscription under ono of these portraits, which 
stated that the Chinese therein represented had lived for years in 
the institution, and that he had thence travelled through all parts 
of China as a missionary ;' but on discovery of the nature of his 
employment, he had been seized and banished to Lartary, whoro 

‘ he died, The rector next described to me the present condition 
of the xesident Christians in China, as beinfy wrotehed in the 
oxtreme, the Emperor perseouting them cruelly ; he added, that 
he entertained great fears for certain of his young schotars, who 
had but lately left the institution to enter upon their Jabours in 
China. 

The number of pupils at present amounts to cight, of whom six 
are Chinese, and the other two Greeks. The instruction 4a 
given in Latins but the pupils have picked up Italian in theiv 
intercourse with the servants. ‘Lhe rector himself does not 
understand Chinese, and the new comers can only follow his 
lessons after they haye learied some Latin from thelr fellow. 
countrymen, 

We wera then econdueted into another room, and a fow Chinese 
made thoi appearance, clad in long priest's vobes, and attended 
by their tutor, who was only distinguished from them hy wena 
ing a erimson girdle, hey grocted us in the most firlendly 
manner, and plenty of timo was given us lo obsorve their waye, 
and to talk with thom in Italian, ‘Tho cvlony of their faces ja 
yellow, but not disagrecably so, and their shining black hair Jiea 
straight and smooth over their low forcheads: their small, 
strange, half-closed cyes are jet black, and full of vivacity, and 

ve placed, turning upwards, towards the temples—the yell- 
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Noe pebuliarity of the Tartar mao}, The form of the Zace is. 

‘oval and Mat, the nose flat and short sO that, they have scarcely 

vany profile, When they laugh, and this they do incessantly, 
owing to thoir childish good humgur, it is with a grin which 
shows all their teeth, Their heavy, monotonous way of movi 
suits well with their round, short, and diminutive bodies : intite 
they contrast strangely with the Greeks andthe Italian rector. 
One might almost lay these Chinése down and roll them like 
barrels. ° zi 

‘They showed us a map of the Celestial Empire, as well as all 
sorls ef articles which they had brought from their own country, 
such as a- beautifully carved wooden bowl, jn which they keep 
their tea; also a charming little model of the famous porcelain 
tower at Nankin, and they gave us the necessary explanations 
with very evident joy. We were obliggd to tell our names, 
which they then inseribed on rice-paper in Italian and Chinese 
characters, as 2 memento of our visit: for this purpose they used 
a brush dipped in Indian ink, Our names, which sounded so 
strangely to their ears, caused them great difficulty ; and they 
were obliged to make up with letters somewhat akin in sound 
for those which are wanting in their own language, 

One of them read some passages out of the New Testament 
translated into Chinese, which sounded strangely enough, most 
of the words being of ofe syllable. Another opened his mouth 

, awfully wide, and sang us a national song to a most barbarian 
» tune, 

The Chinese with whom we madg acquaintance were from the 
vicinity of Poking, They remarked to us that the climate of their 
own comniry, although situated in a more sonthern latitude than 
Naples, was yet considerably, colder: notwithstanding which, 
they had all the fruits of southern Ttaly, 

Tho rector then took us over the beautiful terrace of the house, 
from whence we overlooked all the north-eastern portion of the 

gcity. A charming orangery near us attracted our attention, and 

Gwe learned that it belonged to the institution, and served as a 

‘garden for the pupils, who otcasionally varied their wall by a 
stroll through the elty aecompgnied by theiy tntors. : 

. We inquired of the ecclesiastic whether he was satisfied with ° 
the sheogress his pupils made,-their memory, he replied, was 
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,excerdingly good, anf ongof them showed a pleastive in ang 
a great aptitude fyr the Faionces, We then parted’ fom tae 
good man, with many thanka: but he refused to accopt a trifling 
present which wo had brought for the institution, 
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